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PIARY: OF THE SIEGE

(FFo7: Uhe, Times” CoFrespoiidenity” |
21,0 firing has, now., been- redsced. 4ill
- orders:t0,30. rounds:per.gun,. and - the bom~
t is nearly: suspended, -partly. from-want' of
fuses »and - partly- from: considerations of a.-.mn‘-slary
<haracter: which rhave weight® in the =councils of our:
Geperals. < The French still coiitinue to cannonade
it ‘energy;” ahd ta push 'on ‘their 'saps on the 'ex-
yréine right “atid l€ft of our position with  Figor: a_nd‘
siderable success;. and it has been . salislactorily
ascertziiift_:,d'_'that"t'!le Russians have a very insignificant
farce at Tchorgaan, though their position is extremely
strong, and is . immediately connected with that beld
by:the army:on the Leightsbetween the Be.lbe[: gnd
the Tchernaya.  We lave still two batteries which
have not:opened-fire. . There: is no such thing to be
tatked of - as-taking the field against the &rmy cover-
int | Sebastopeli’  Any operations against that ariny
st be ‘commenced by forcing ‘a series ol balteries,
of intrenclimerrts, of fortified. camps placed ou the
Ei,i};?é_s,'?q‘f‘,j_‘éﬁiles.o_r,elevh,ted mounds, and in moun-
ain passe. ; Che.town itsell is as open to us exter-
nally -as ever:it -was any: time after the 17th of Oc-
tober, ‘but inside the Tines of rubbish and ruins cre-
ated by our-gtns, amid bigh houses and in spacious,
{hough tortuous streets, the Russians have erected
earthworks pierced for guns, which are, no doubt,
ready to be put in pasition at a moment’s notice. As
to the question of assault, it puzzles better strate-
gisls than most of our officers profess to be to- say
whether it.would be adrisable ornot. Some say we
could “go in”” to-morrow if the order was given,
otiers that an assault would be madness, and that,
though e might get in, we could dot be able to held
oiir ground, owing 'to the fire of the ships and of the
qorthérn forts. . Lertain it is that the men would pre-
fer.the storn-to -one night’s work in'the trenches.—

. In addition to the advance made by the French, we
- have.pushed’ forward a sap in face of our right at-

tack. and our parallel isnow connected with that of
{ie French, and we have also formied the rifle pit we
{odk into a portion. of our advanced.wark, and have
comnected it with the parallel. . More guns, 8-inch
and 32, have been sent up from the ships at Bala-
klava for the new batteries, and there is talk of send-
ing for more, as well as for shot and shell, to Malta,
The weather is fine.: * There have been, I regret to
wuy, howerer, several cases not only of fever, but of
tholera. The terrible disease appeared on board the
Diamond, and hospital gangrene has also broken out
inthe same vessel. When there ave such healthy
ites for hospital huts, and when the Sanitarium has,
beén fourid to answer so well, it is a serious istake
to huddle sick and wounded men into a small ‘ship

ke 1he Diamond along with a healthy- crew, who

are likely to become the victims of disease in consé-
quence. - There is a terrible stench at the head of
the harbor;at the Turkish burialground, and at parts
of the cavalry camp, in spite of all our sanitary pre-
tautions;  To show the great alteration that has
tiken place in the sanitary state of the regiments in
front "I send . you an. extract from a letter reccived
from a friend,, who isian officer in-a distinguished re-
giment'in the Liglit Division :— N

- Everythingis most flourishing here. = We turned
ot 322 en under arms to-day. 1 left my company
sit weeks ago” with about 30 odd sick in it, and now
Lhave but'three sick present, with only 17 at Scu-
tiri, and the, three present are all convalescent. It
is quite cl;e;ei:iﬁg. and:delightful 5 the whole army and
all the camps seem to have risen by magic. from the
grave, Qur.men turn out for parade now as clean
as if ‘theytwere in. Dublin, or very nearly so, and 1
hare ceased to be surprised-at'the cleanliness of the
Guards: 'st:Balaklara,  who have nothing, compara-
tively spéaking; to do, except clean themselves, ‘and
who hav!all théir new clothing, when I see our men
in the front turn out in the same state who have only

~ e old clothing that ,went through the severe cam-
" paign; of .the winter. - We were:turned out last night

atout 11-olclock, the' French an the right, as. usual.
The firinfr-was:skarp-anil short, and we were turned
in again, not Yefore . the Géneral had sent is Bri-
gade-Major-torcompliment the rregiment.for .the ra-
piditywith which: it turned out. - We were inspected
by -Gleneral*Biller: to-day. 'He kept us knocking
about i, fhe-'sin for about two hours; and expressed
his, éntire “satisfaction’ at. the general appearance,
smartness, cleanliness, and steadiness of the.men,and
said he . should make ,a:point of reporting it to the
“‘E“er:powers.v,()‘:-The:‘.fmen‘cerlainly made 3 wonder-
fulshowy and T-almost fancied I saw the old —th in

ublin again. We have “very few sick heré now,
andrthe. -hospitals.are almost.emply now in conpari-
30n'withiwhat'they :were,and kept-as clean and “airy
2 ‘possible; < ‘I'he” mén have got most excellent ca-
!e é'rg:”iﬂi 1 [FtH REEEN N - :
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 liby:: constant:: discharges + ofrshell ‘from: their: Picket-

'of -shefls.. ‘The: Erench. did:their:best to keep it alive

thouse Battery. +'Lhe firingiwas very. heavy; almost
las vigarous, jndecd,'as (hial o’ the'second ‘evening'of
'(he"borabardment, when'23 Sliells were counted twink-
ling up’among the sty as tliey swept down from the
Frencl batteriés ‘upon;the. Russian _works.. , During
the. fire.upon; our- batteries we, have had 2, guns mare
or fess;damaged: : We have inasked our:93 cwt. gun
for prudential Feasons.’ One:"10-inch : gun has been
smashed to pieces, and the platform ‘of. another has
been destroyed, but we' bave silenced:a far: greater
number of the enemy’s guns, and our damages - will
be made good in a very short {ime. o
April 25.—Our. fire. is very much diminished . to-

portion as they find onr guns do not play: on them.—
The "Freucl: - batteries -have als¢ relaxed a little" in
their energies.. ; Even were there no “considerations
connected with the state of the siege and of our sup-
plies of ammunition invelved in this"diminution of the’
weight of our bombardment and cannonade, it -must
be remembered that, unless with constant reliefs, four

and ‘blood of the ' trenches will wear out the strong-
est ‘men. At present the men.are employed in re-
pairing damages, in replacing injured guns and plat-
forms, &c. - - o . S

April- 26.—A reconnaissance was made by a
strong disision-of Turkish troops under the command

and English cavalry and artillery, this morning. The
"Turks marched in dense columns, bristling with steel,
and the sunlight Rashing on the polished barrels of:
their lirelocks and on-‘their bayovets, relieved ‘the
sombre bue of the mass, for their dark blue uni-
forms, but little relieved by facings or gay shoulder
straps and cufls, look quite biack when the men are’
together. ‘Fhe Chasseurs d"Afrique, clad in lighty
powder blue jaclkets, with white. ¢ stouch * helts, aid
in. bright red’ pantalogns, mounted “on. white Arabs,.
caught the eye Jike a bed. of flowers scattered over
the plain.. .Nor did the rich verdire indeed require

abundance of wild' flowering -shrubs and- beautiful
plants. Dahlias;'anemones, sweetbriar, whitethorn;’
wild parsley, mint thyme, sage, ‘asparagus, and a hun-
dred other different citizens of the vegetable kingdom
spring up all over-the plain, and as the Turkish in-
fantry- moved along their feet crushed ‘the sweet
flowers, and-the air was filled- with deficate odours,
which overcame the sweltering atmosphere around
the columns. Rectangular patches of long, rank;
rich’ grass, waving high dbove the more natural green
meadow, marked the mounds where the slain of the
25th.of Octeber are reposing for ever, and the snort-
ing horse refuses to eat the unwholesome shoots. As
the force moved on evidences of that fatal and glori-
ous day became thick and. painful.. 'The skeleton of
an English Dragoon, said to be ane of the Royals,
lay stitl extended on the plain, with tattered bits of
red cloth hanging to the bones of his arms. Al the
buttons-bad been cut off the jackets. The man must
have fallen early in the day, when the heavy cavalry
were close up to Canrobert’s Lill and came under the
fire of the Russian artillery. There was alsoa Rus-
sian skeleton close at hand in ghastly companionship.
The small bullet-skull, round as a canuon-ball, had
been picked. bare all save the scalp, which was still
covered with grisly red locks. Further on, amid
fragments of shells and round shot, the body of ano-
ther Russian seemed starting out of the grave, which
scarcely covered his lower extremities. The balf-
decayed skeletons of :artillery. and cavalry horses
covered with rotting trappings, harness, and saddles,
lay as they fell in the agonies of death, or had crum-
bled away into a débris of bone and skin,and leather
straps, cloth, and buckles. From the numerous graves,
the uncovered bones. of the tenants had started up
through the soil, asif to appeal against the haste with
whick: they bad been buried. "With the clash of
drums aod the shrill strains - of the fife, with-the
champing of bits and ringing of steel, man and horse
swept over the remnants ‘of their fellows inall-the
pride of life. - Not the least interesting part of the
spectacle was furnished by the relics_ of ther Heavy.
Cuvalry, Brigadé passing’ over. the .sceneiof their
grand encounter with the Muscovite cavalry. ;qu_ts
Grays and-Enniskillens, Royals, 4th Dragoon Guards
and ‘5th Dragoon Guards, all ‘had been there ; and
the survivars- might ‘well feel proud ‘when ‘they
thiought''of ' that' day. ‘These regiments were ‘not
larger than tréops,.and some_of them, indeed, were
not nearly. equal in;. strength.to a troop-on war footr
ing, jor some of their.men have been sent. away for
remoint horses (a proceeding which strikes a civilian
as rather curious, seing that the horses might as well;
one-would think, have been brought up to them), and
others’of the men who were' left' liave no horses to

day. ‘The Russian fire is also slackened just in'pro--

hour spells at working heavy guns in' the heat, dust,.

of us Excellency Omar Pasha, assisted by French-

any such borrowed:beauty, for ‘the soil produces an | g

‘o’clock-the reconaissance was. over, and thé troops
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soldierly and.efficient,Jook: of .the men,. and.the fine
condition of thejr light sinewy.and- showy. horses.. . As
the.force descended intosthe plain they extended their
right,fank, and marched towards Kamara, -spreading
across the graund in; front>.of Canrobert’s-hill .from
No. 2 Turkish Redoubt up to. the slope “which leads
to the ruined village.., A party of Turkish. infantry
followed: the. cavalry. in.skirmishing order, and on
approaching the. village the column immediately in
their rear halted,-and Bono Johuny - proceeded- with
great activity to cover the -high wooded hill which
overhangs the village ‘to the right. This they did
without resistance, as.the few Cossacks in the village
had.abandoned it.after firing a few straggling shots
at-the adranced skirmishers. One fellow had been
'so completely taken by surprise that he left his lance
leaning against a wall. . An officer of the 71st espied
it just as the Cossack .was making a bolt back for
it._ They both rode their best, but the Briton was
first, and carried off the. lance in trivmph, while the
Cossack retreated with effective- pantomime, repre-
senting rage and despair. I am told that the Tuiks
discovered a wrefched man armed with a bow and
arrows, who said he was a Tcliergess, lurking among
the ruins of the vitlage, and that be had a near escape
of hisjife, as the Osmanli would not believe he was
indeed a soldier. - In addition to his bow and arrows,
‘he carried a quaint old pistol, and his coat-breast
was wadded with cartridges. I did not, however, see
the mah, and only report this from hearsay. I look-

e{ into-the church, the floor of which had formerly

been 'cd!i'ered an inch in depth with copper money,
Thrown there by the inhabitants when the expedition

‘first came to Balaklava. - The simple faith of the poor
peoplein the protection of their church had not been
violated-by us, but the Cossacks appeared to have
had no such seruples, for not a copeck was to be seen,
and the chureh was bare and desolate, and stripped
of every adornment, even to the ;woodwork. The
Mrest of the place is-a heap of vuins, but the Cossacks
have burrowed here-and . thiere -into- the stores, and
have made sleeping places and stables in the. walls of
tbe houses.” As;soon as the Turks on the.right had
zined the summit of the hill above Kamara three of
the columns advanced and took possession of the ruins,
and then drew up in front -of the church., A few
men were sent further on towards Baidar, but could
see no cnemy, and they contented themselves with
burning a-building which the Cossacks had left stand-
ing, the smoke from which led some of us to believe
that a little skirmishies was going on amang the hills,
Meantime. the great bulk of the force, leaving three
columns halted at Kamarx, marched on past Canro-
bert’s-hill, the sides of which -are covered with the
wigwams of the Russians—some recent, others those
which were partially burnt when Liprandi retired
last year. They passed by the old Turkish redoubts
Nos. 1 and 2 towards a very steep and rocky conical
Lill eovered with loose stoues, near the top of which
the Russians threw -up a -wall of rubbish about 2}
feet high..” A group of Cassacksand some Russian
officers had assembled on the top of this hill to exa-
mine our strength and watch our morements.  As
the ‘Turkish skirmishers advanced, the Freach rocket
froop accompanied them, ' The Turks ascended the
bill “with' ardor and. with great agility, firing their
pieces as they advanced, to.which the Cossacks re-
plied by a-petty fusillade. Suddenly anarch of thick
white smoke rises from the ground witha fierce, hiss—
ing, Tushing noise, and throws itself like a great
snaketowards the crest of the hill—asit flies onward
the smoke disappears and the fiery trail is lost, but in
a second a puff of smoke bursts out with a slight ex-

plosion. on. the hill top and the Cossacksand.Russians

disappear with precipitation. . In fact, the French

had begun their rocket practice with great accuracy

and success. . Nothing can be better for such work

as this than these light 1ocket troops. ‘The appara-
tus is simple and portuble—a few mules, with pan-

niers on each side, carty the whole of tubes, cases,
sticks,.fuses, &ec., and the effect of rockets, though
uncértain, is very great, especially against irvegular

and ill-disciplined- cavalcy. The skirmishers now

crowned this hill also;-and the generals-and officers

of the staff; and nunierous idlers and amateurs, follow-

éd them. The Russians rode rapidly down the hill-

side, and crossed the Tchiernaya by..the bridge and

at one or.two fords near "I'chorgoun. . Omar Pasha,

Lord Raglan, and the French Generals then spent
some time in-surveying the country, while the troops

were. halted ia-the rear, thie artillery and cavalry first

supported * by four’ battalions: of 'Iigyptians, ~At'2

slowly, refired to. the ‘camp, the skirmishers, of the
French cavalry. being followed, by the Cossacks at.a,
prudent:. distance, .and .exchanging long :shots - with
them from.time to-time. - Before the: troops:moved
offthe:.ground “ the 10th- Hussars: filed ‘past Omar

sat'down before - (or :behind) "Sebastopol,*-but;
‘there,. we cannot 'retireit Ifiwe were''to “withdraw

spected- his own-battalions, and on the march bome-.
ward followed the: Turks; moving. off in.good style- to-
the music of their. own bands, tothe: great -distvess.
of those wha heard them.:.. As.the-Cossacks retired;
they managed to pick up oneiof our followers; and. J:
only wonder they did not get more of them, for they
loitered about the place in spite of all remonstrance..
"The man they . took was, I believe,-a - Commissariat-
mule driver. A few of the French Chasseurs made!
a clarge to get him from his captors, but the Cos-
sacks were too quick. Tn the .twinkling of an eye
one of them had hoisted up the muleteer to his saddle,
and Jashed. him there across the bow, and, setting
spurs to bis horse, Lie was lost to sight in a ravige in
a few seconds. The Cossaclks fired some shots at
the troops as they retived but bit no one, and-a Rus-
sian officer and his stall came so close to observe us
that they got under the fire of 2 battery over the
Woronzow road, and received a flight of rockets,
but were not hurt. ; Altogether, the reconnaissance;
was a most welcome and delightful interlude in the.
dull, monotonous ¢ performances” of (he siege.
Every one felt as if he*had beaten the Cossacks and
got out of prison at last, and I never saw more cheer-
ing, joyous faces at a cover side than were to be seen
at Canrobert’s-hill. Itwas a fillip to our spirits to
geta gallop across the greea sward once more, and
to escape Irom the hateful feeling of constraint and
confinement which bores us to death in the camp. -A.
little expedition of the kind now and then would be
of more use to the men, if it could be. properly man-
aged, than a cargn of physic. _ :
April 27.=If the language addressed to his of-
ficers by General Canvobert on Thursday is to be
taken as the announcement of our future “strategical
policy before Sebastopol, it is certain that no ~very
decisive blow will be struck against the place and the
armies which defend it until the- allies shiall have been
reinforeed by: some 70,000 or 80,000 French troops;
of whom Wwe-ore told there: are already 25,000 ‘at
Constantinople o1 their way to'the Crimea, as the
avant-garde of the second great army that France
has poured from her shores to take part’in this great
contest. ‘When these new French come where will
they be stowed away? I'he.Chersonese is almost as
full as it can hold.. There is really no room for more
men except on the stony hills between Karanyi anl
St..George, which are far removed from active ope-
rations. * To place men in such a position would be
to deprive the allies of all advantage from their pres-
ence. A French force of the magnitude promised
by General Canrobert is amply sufficient to win an-
other Alma, or.to immortalize by new victories the:
name ‘of the Katcha or the Belbek. Tt is one of the
misfortunes of our isolated position that we cannot
move out to ascertain the exact pature of the forti-
fications : thrown up by the enemy on the" north and
eastern faces of the place, or along the banks of the
Kateha and of the Belbek. The banks of the latter
river are under the command of the guns in"the'north-"
ern forts, but it is not known, -I think, whether the
south bank is fortified higher up-the river, 'so " as' to
enable the Generals to decide that an army would be
Justified in. deserting ‘the sea-and making a warch to
the eastward, to force its way through tlie ‘Russian
columns, and cut:off .the -communication of Sebasto-
pol -with Simpheropol, Bakshiserai, and the rest “of
the Crimea.’ The cavalry cannot reconnoitre’in a
country - which is ‘all like -the mountainous. parts of -
Derbyshire, or like' the Dargle, in the county’ of
Wicklow, on a gigantic' scale. - The I'chernaya is
like an Alpine torrent after you-ascend its-course be-
tween the hills which spring from the plain ‘of" Bala-
klava, and all the: heights:over it ‘are covered -with
earthworks, and the approaches to them starped, and-
under the fire of redoubts and' intrenchmentsi = It'is"
not -possible to turn: this position. At present "the:
Russians - on the north side™of .the Tcbernaya :are
safer from us than if* the Atlantic were between' vs.:
We can see their. wigwams; count'their horses, watch’
their men cocking, cutting-wood; parading, and drill--
ing:across the great gulf® which is fixéd between us,
with teelings very:much-akin to-those with wliich +a’
hungry:lion' must watch:the: fat little:boy: who is: al~
ways aggravating hungry Jions at the! Zoslogical- Far-
dens. . It:is-the opinion of the best informedhnilitary
men that. itwould not:be:only- useless but imipossible;
as. we “are at.present-circumstanced, jo make an‘ex-

cursion intothe country: with:sufficient foree’ 'to” ope--

rate against: the Russian army with: permanent advans
tage. - It.may:-have been an:imprudent étépimj‘-'}ia'v&r
once’

our-zgins and vstores: it would ~take'weéks ' of ' lab6r;
duringywhich:the:enemy wdiild -redouble ‘their. exer-
tions:in:fortifying:the heights around us;tore-einbark
our matertél,” and-no.one, I'suppose,” for 'a -moment
Alinks: it:would.be; advisable{torabandon them.: It
would: require -awvery ‘considerable force'to liold: theve

APl 24Tk fre in’ the town Jast night is sup-
P%ed.to ‘Bave been caused by ihe, ships’ broadsides
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mount, *The 10th Hussirs were conspicuous for'the
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‘at the appeirarice of

Pashd, ' who Seemed’ very much” gratified ‘and pleased
men and horses, " He' then in:
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heights.:; 1i-we-left- them the's énemy’ wounld . miost
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