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UNCLE MAX.
CHAreTER .XLIH.-Continued.

I ho bs'gihing agalust me,-and hl
m fe ta'a m taytho. a , -vhy deahmanneratellu me t aânSe5 " I thoush'not treat me with fr friend, and yetuhe r

i H alis himself my trient, anti et ha r
poses no tirut ln me. E-Bqbreak.d apy hear
with hi changed looks sPd chid is y ant pi
he gives me no reaeon4ax hls',4njistlce.j
wouldnDot treat My enniy, And y'ta i il
time I feelche lov.e$ç%ýt Ant th.s L'mse
under the da k l'"h 'ruk'("fp1t lise,
was nothild'rbid ue oae lo.
that 41 to -,wro ldn the
dace work liSeamni .antab 1ýian
tha I vas growing angyW itih M ri7Ëamu

toI had just reached a dark angle whee i
ah dipi a litle, when I ws a tarled b

hearlug vahoos cloe ta me. Thora vuasenso
screened by some laure-bushes thiat went by
tbe DamekitCnspîracy Carner," daia
bacS tram tise liras weu ngladys andti E
were children and had once hidden somne fire
works amuongthe'husies. Il e there tha
Clande' Hamilton la prosed-to -Lidy
Bey, whn Gladys bad ound then, and
the tvo young creatures had appealed te he
to help theni. The seat was o hiddon an
socluded by ahrbB that you could pas with
out saeing it occupants, unses a little bit o
fluttering "rapery or tie glem of sorne gold
chai or locket auught one'saeye.. I remen
bered once being very' unai etartled whe
Lady Be ty popped ot sudenIy on me as
pased , ;

I wa' ut re-racing My steps, with a ses
of anlio ir-ance at finding my privacy invadedt
w hen a entence Ln Leuh's voice attraoted m
attntln: .

"I t. l yen he was driving with them thi
afternit'n : I beard Miss Garaton tel- the
mastr '.o. I. la no good you fretting and
worr yinu yourself, Mise Etta, 'ta preven
those tvar coniing together. l'v alway.
warnue ynu tha. the vicar cares more fot Se'
Uttle fng. r thal he duoes for al nyour fine aIr
au a races."

an c a . th'ugh rooted te the spot,'in
capai' < uovin . astep.

e'You ara a cu, false woman !" returned
anotier vo:ee, which I recognized as Mis
Darreli'd, tnough it '%as broken with angry
aobe. "nu ay ythat ta ve me and maS
me wretc."d because you are Ina bateim
Pae. Yen yre s ungratetul creaure, Leal
atten ail mny kiaDduose ; and ti l as yen peur.
self who tol me thatl he was getting tired o
Glady's .himla" aganteo."

ladycaut normtmb r ha I toid yeu," re
plied the woman, sullenly. "There are n
fols like old ones, they saV, ad you need
not behieve everything 'as btougb It ls gospel
truth. There lasnot aman in the wcrld worth
althiswvamp. Why do't va i ve ilnp,
Mies wEt? Doryenh tink M n. r. iffe wa il
e.er give yeu a thought? I would be toc
praud, if I were a lady, te fling myseaf undeu
a man's feet. Do yon think he would ike
your crooked waya about Mr. Erie?"

"Hush, Leah! f or pity'a Bakie hush
What nieikes yen so cruel te me to-night ?"

"I Well, n 1w, look here, Mies Etta;.I an
net going te le Iushed up when I chose to
speak; and who in to hear u, I ahoud like
ta know : only itl is your guilty conscience
that is alwaye starting at sbadtsa. I meau
toe peak te pou pretty plaiuly, for I an get.
ting ick '(f the whole buines, You are
playlog i1 st a'd oose with me about that
money. Are yu going ta give it me or
not ?"

I drew a step nearer. Leah had mentioned
Erio's r ane, Was it not my duty,-my
bounden duty,--for Gladys' ake. for aIl
their sakes, ta hear what this woman bad to
Bay! W ould it he dishonorable te lieten
v sn in"ch vwas astare? Already I bad
beeu alar led by s revelatiu that turned me
cold with horrr. Mies Darrell was Glayoa's
rival,-her deadly .secret rival,-and net one
ai us, no' aven Mbar, guessed at this un.
bealthy and morbid passion. That such a
woman s'hould love xay pure-mnded, honor-
able Max t I recoiled a tihe more Idea.

"l Yo. are so impatient, Leah," returned
tha other, reproachilly. "n You know itil
not easy for me ta get the money. Giles was
complaining the other day that oa much was
923n' Iun the bousekeeping ; he never thought
me extravagant before,'but be seemed te say,
that my persoual expcreos vere rather lavish.
'You have twice as nmany gowns as. Gladys,'
Se sid;. ' and, though i do net grudge you
thinga, I think you ought te keep within
yoùr allowance.' "

'" I can't hlap all that, Miss Etta," and I
coiild tell by the vclce that the woman meant
ta b inotent. ."A promise is a promise,
and must be. kept, aund poor Bob muet not
suffer from your prcreatiniting ways. You
are far too ellppery :ind shifty, Mises Etta;
batI tell y ou that' mouey-I must and wilil
have bafore thi weeke over, if l'have togo
to-matern myself au'bnt it.",

"Yeu had better go to im, tien," with
rising temper. "'I don't quitte know whîat

Ciles will sty about retaiuing you in llis ser-
vice when he knows yon have a brother at
Millhank. A servant with a conv.it-brother

:. net considered generally desirable in ' a
iuse." But Leab broke in upon this aneer-
i:'g sp 'e:i in sudden fury : eve ain my dis.
gtii'at this scene I could not but marvel at
Miss Darrell's recklemitnsa in rousing the
evil spirit in this wonUn.

" You talk of Mny pernn Bobeing nluMill-
bsank, whbo ougnt 'te be there pourself !" abse
criet, in a voice boarie an:i low with' passion.
"Anc you out of .yontr ses, MiáeEtta, toa
taunt moa with poor Buh'î troubles ? Whsat
is -te prevent me tram going to master now
anti saying ta hlm---"

" Oh, huai, Leah I pIefase forgivo me ; but
you matie ina so asnr. "

" Fromi saying to him," persisted Leahs, ne-
morselessly, " ' You are ail af you wrong
about Mn. Eric. Yen have huuted tisa paonr
boy ont et tise house,' anti driven him orazy
among you ; andi if be bas drownedi himself,
as folk bolieve, bis tests bics nt Misa Etta's
door. It was aie who tb olthe cheock. I
saw bon bake il vith mly'o oees, only soe
begged me an her knees, not le betray issu';
andi just thon Mn. Bric came -in withi bis
better, and thie devil entee ntao me le casti
tise suspcioni ou hlm,'"

" Leah," ha s voie ef dieadly bernor, " for
God's saSe be silent 11-f any onéebhuldi hearn
us I Thero was a crackling jest nov lu tise
bushes. Leah, you vote good ta my mothser:
can yen be se cruel to me?"

" It la no use your vhining te me, Misa
Etta," returned tise saune hsard, doagedt saice;
" Bob must bave tisat meney. When I pro-
misedi to keep pour dilagracotDl seaot,-wbenu
I stood by and helped pou nuIn that peor
bey, anti Bob csahed your chseck,-I namedt
my price. i vantd te keep Bob eut cf mia.-
ohret, but hi. bat comrpa.nlons were tee muahi
ton hr, Now are von going to get thaIt
mouney for me or not ?"0

"I tiare not aak Gies for more, ' replied
Misa Darrell, and I could hear she was cry-1
ing. "I gave you half the honsekeeping1
money last week and the week before. If1
Giles looka at my accounts I am undone."

" And ther waa that check that you were
to ment Miss Gladys whin ase was at Bourne.1
mouth, and for wih sh e snt that pretty
message af thanks," interposed Leah, with a
uneer. "Shall I1 tell master where that has1
gone, Miss Etta T And yon upeak of my
poor Bob because ho ie at Millbànk 1"

t Leah, you an k rllig me," rnewed Mi ss

Daught as Weil die as go on living'
-oke h. Yn -r'al,y threaening,. t

tà g aint mend ,gi ve you moneyvben-
.uveryoui aaknme. Y shall have my geM
bra'oelet with the - ine Idatar., It was

iother' aud it ,Jll'.eterago ~dal
caiiqotF- get more from Giles noaW Ho luua
lik'e' himself just nov 'd I dare not maoke

h m ygry.o -r h thon,, .you nd, teer

$tta. She.
ar, and ahe

Miss Dar-

B- ! did s6rt dare to linger auot- -~~ --
ment. My heart was beating so l1M
1 feared i t wauld botray me. Tb euihSd stf
of th buheturna me sk, forthou i
theymight be moving froam their seat. Not
lor' worlda would I have confronted them

r capable of strangling meI' Grantei thai ti
d terror was unreasonable snd childlsh, i1knèw
1. could net breathh froeel ntil I *aa withii
f ,reach of Mr. ,Hamlton s I reptidw
d the path the sensation of nightg are huunte
- me. I felt as tbongh my f.e" ere weighte
Swith lead, My face was coldand damp,an
I I drew mybreath painfully. I almost felt a

though I must hide mysalf ln the shrubber
s until the faintneus passed off; but' I shoo o

,uy weakness :js1Iremembered that:I mlgb
y b shut ont 'of the house if I allowed them t

go in first. As 'I nerged fiFin the dar
s overhpnging trous I grew calmer and walked
e on more qoickly. I dared not cross tbe ope
d lawn, for fear I might be seen, but took th
t most secluded. route through the oak avenue
s If they should perceive re walking down th
r terrace towards the conerivatory they woul
* ouly think tbat I had just left the bouse.I

could see no signa of then, however, an
. gained the open door saftly .

'Even in my state of terrer I bad made m
i plan, snd without giving mysef a moment t
a recover my self-possesslon I knccked at th

study door, and, at Mr. Hamilton's rathe
impatient "Come in," entered it with th
vime sort o feeling tiat one wonld enter au
ark of refuge.

aH laid down his peu in some surpris
f when ho saw me, and then rose quicklv tram

hi lest.
- eou are il] ; you have come ta tell m

o go," in au anxious voice. "Don't try t
d apeak thia moment: ait down-my-Mi.e
I Garaton ;" but 1 caught bis arm nervously a.

ho seemed about ta eve me.
IlDon't go away . I muet speak ta you.1

1 am otl i: only I havehad a turYouYou
may give me snome water; for there was a

r bottle snd glass on the table. Hie obeyed me
e at once, and watched me as I tried to take

h ; but mny band trembled too. much : the
1 next moment ho had put it ta my lips, and

had wiped the moisture gently from my fore
head.

Ilt is only fainnes.s; it will pa lof
directly," he said, quietly. "I wili lot aILVt
you ; but I have nome sai volatile in tnat
cupboard, and I think you will be the butter

. for it." And h3 mixed me same, and stood
by me without bpeaking until the color came
back to my face. «'Yeu are botter now,

r Urula-I mean," biting hi lip=-" well,
nover mind. Du you feel a littlees'o
shaky !"

"Yes, tbana; you. I did not mean ta be
se Iolissh, but it was dark, and I got
frightened and nervcus ; and oh, Mr. Hinil.
ton, I muet net lose time, or they will b
coning in."

" Who will b coming in!" ho aaked,
rather bewlldered at this. "Tuere is no one
out, is there ?"

"Yes, Miss Iarrell and Leah. I hoard
them talklng in 'Conspiracy Corner:' you
know that seat In the asphalt walk "

" Well ?" regarding me with an astonislhed
air.

"Mr. iHamilton, I am botter now. I am
not frightened any longer no e am with you.
Will you please call Leah when she comes in
from the gardon ? I want to speak te ber in
your presence. i bave a most serions charge
ta make against her and against your cousin
Mise Darrel. Lt relates," and bre I felt my
lips getting white agai,-"lit relates to your
brother Erio,"
i He started, and an expression of pain
orossed his face,-a suddeu look of fear, as
though ho dreaded what I might have ta tell
hin ; but the next nPoment ho was thinking
only of me.

"You shall speak to Leah to-morrow," he
dsaid, gently ; " il ie late now,-nearly ten
o'clock,-anl you are ill, and har better go
te bed and test yourself. I can wait until
to-morrow, 'taking my cold hand.

But I would not be silenced: I impl'îred
him earneatly ta do this for.me,-to summoun
Leah into the tudy, but not to let Miss D.r-
rl know.
" I suppoe you think you could not sl ot

until you lad relieved vour mind," ho said,
Inoking altme attentiyely. " lWell, they are
uonmimg lu sow. Leal is fastening the door.
Finish that sl volatile whilcy I fetch her."

I took .it t a draught. But Mr. Hlamil-
ton'e kidneas liad been my best restorative :
I was no longer faint or miserable : ho had
dheered and comforted me.

I heard Leah's voine approaching the study
door:with perfect caimnnes.

" Miss. Etta has gone up ta bod, sir,"
beard her'say ; "shea-a headache : that is
what makes her eyes seo wak."

" 1 should have said myself that she was
orying," returned Mr.. Hamilton, dryly.
" Come in hore a moment, Leah: I wan ta
speak to you." , -She did not ses me until the door was
closed bobind ber, sad thon I saw,her glance
at me uneasily. Mr. Hamilton had evidently
not prepared ber for my presence in the
atudy.

" Did you or Mis Garaton wish 'to epeak
ta me, sir ?"' aise asked, with a veilei in-
solence of manner that she had show to me
lately ; but I couln see that no suspicion of'
the truth had dawned on ber.,

"l It ià I Who wish to speak to you,-Lean
I returned, severely ; "and I bave askedt
your master to send for you that Imight
apeak la his. presence. Mr., Hamilton, I am
going to repeat the converation that I have
jnst overbeard between Ieahiand .her:mistresa
Wien they, were in the ac .in:the asphalt
walk : you .shall hear it from:my'lips word
fer word."

-I nover saw a countenlance change as Leah's
did that moment : ber ordiary salloworn
plexion became a sort cf dead.white from
insolence, ber manner grew ornng, almosti
abject; se hocek deprived her ef all pïower
ef speec ;' only direotly I began ehe caughit
hold cf my gown with bath bands,, as thoughb
ta implore me ta stop ; but: Mr. Biamilton
shook off ber touais angrily, sud askod:her if'
it lookedi as thoughi she vere au honestwdman'
ta be ao afralid cf ber own words. ' Andi then
the sullen look camne back ta ber face snd'
nover lef t il again.

I repeatd every word. I do net believe I
omnitted s sentence, except that part tisai re-
ferred ta Unole Max. I culdi seo Leahs
shrink anti collapse"'a ' I nientianed ber con-
viet-brothser, sud saab s gleam cf foerce con-
aentrated hatred shot from heneaths her '

M

is riglht - a snd I
s like whipoort

I cannotacursed
I saw Leah

most rlgteous
tears xhedhc

t

e hs o y armï.TïoaaieeLaTöi
ls about ber as" thoughs she * were caught in
w trap: her' light-colored' eyes hada saintil
o lating look of feasr-i' them.'-
S".Now, LeaL," observedi: ber master, Iui
t' terrible vole', "If you'1are 'to expect Au]
d l nrdy ait my band you will mai' ,ke acle
d breast; butlfirat .you wvi answer myques

-eton: ,s Misa Gar ton. repeate4 the.aOOn
y versation betwen you: snd Miss Itta cer
If rectly' " '

't -i;"Yeu, I believe s,! very sullenly.
o "You saw' Mis Etta takethe hoeck wit
k your own eyes':the night before Mr. Erie lef
d hone?"

"Yes," Thon, as though these question
e tortured her, ashe said, doggedly,-
. "Look bre, air; 1 am caught in s trap
e and there is no getting out of it. I bave los
d my place and my character, thanks to Mis
I Garaton,"-aniother :vindictive look at me
d " If you will promise like a gentleman nuot tu

take -advantage of my evidence, I will tel
y you all about it.'
o "I will make no prornises," he returned
e in the rame stern voice ; "but if you do no
r speak I will setnd for the police at once, and
e have you up before a magistrate. You have
i connivedu t theft: that will be suffilient tu

criminate you."
e "I know aIl al out that," wse the unflinch

ing answer; "and I know for the oid mis
tress's sake you will be glad to humâh it all up

e il would not be pleasant to brin your own
cousin before a magistrate, eapecially after

s promising the old mistres on her death-bed
to be aus go te Mise Etta as though she were
your own sîstes."

I saw the shadow of soe sorrowful recol'
lection cros his face as she said thi. I bad
heard fronm Max how dearly he had loved his
aunt Margaret.: though ber daughter had
wrought such evitlu nhis life, he would etill
seek to shield hr. Leah knew this too, and
took advantage of ber knowledge l her
crafty manner.

l It would be bout ta tell yon ail, for Mr.
r Eia's sake. I know Misa Etta will he sate
with you. She has doue a deal of mischief
since abe his been under your.rcof. Same.
rhow crooked ways com naturalt tober: the
old mistress knew that, for ue once raid to
me towarda the last, '1Leah, I am afraid ny
poor child has gote soe twist or warp lu ber
nature; but hope my nephow will never
find out ber want of straightforwardnesa.'
And she begged me, wlth tears ain her oyes,
ta watch over her and try to influence ber,
although I was only a servant; and for a
little while 1 tried, only the devil tempted
me, for the cake of poor Bob."

"Bob is the naime of your brother who la.
ait Millbank ?" aeked Mr. Bamilton, l the
sàme bard vlce.
. "lYes, air; he got Iit a bit of trouble

through mixing with bat .ompauions. But
there,"-with a audden fierce lightInl iner
oyes that reminded me of a tigresa protecting
her young,-" I am not gong tu talk of Bob:
lads 'will get into trouble snometimeas. If Mr.
Erio had not been ao Interfering at that time,
.ordering Bab off the premiac whenever he
caught sight of him, and calling him a good-
for-nothing loafer and all sort eoft ard siaes,
-why, ho gave Bab a black eye one day
when he was doing nothing but slin stonea
ait the birds in the kitchen-garde,-it it bai
net beena for Erio's treatment of Bob I might
have acted better by him."

" Will you keep ta the subject, Leab ?"
obBervet 'er master, lu a warning voice.
" 1 wish to hear how that check was taken
from nmy study that night.,"

" Weil, air, if you muet know," returned
Leah, reluctantly, "Miss Etta was In a-bit
of a worry about money just then: she had
got the accounta wrong somehow, and there
was a heavy butcher's bill to be paid. She
bai let it run onon loo long, and all the time
yu believed it was settled every week : it
was partly 3 our feult, because you se seldom
loroked at the ac::ounts, and wae always
trustin hier with large umms cf money.
Ms E-ta did not muean to be diahonest, but
she was extravagant, and sometimes ber
dressmaker refused ta wait for the money,
and somotimes her' milhiner threatoned ta dùn
her ; but she would quIet them a bit with a
fivo. or ten-pound oto filched from the
housekeeping, always meaning, as eh. tat,
to pay it back when she drew her quarterly
allowance.

I used to know of thesle doings of hers,
for ofteu and often ah. bas sent me to paoify
them with promises. I told ber sometimes
that she would do it once too often, but she
always said it was for the lat time.

"She got afraid tetell me at ast, but I
kiew aIl about the butcher's bill, for Mr.
Dryden had been up ta the house a.skiog ta
sec you, as he waurcd his "account settled.
Yon were cut when he caoe, but i nover
saw Mi aEýta In such a fright :' she ha a fit
of hyterie a ber own roonm after he hat left
he.house, uand.I had trouble enough to panlfy
ber. She sad If you found out that Dryden's
accounthadi nt ben settled forIhree months
that y u pbul' d inever trustb er again'; that
ase wash'afrid 'Mr. Erio suspected her, and'
that ashe dit not, feél safe with hIm,and a
great tieaI 'mare 'that I cannat remember.

i I ended saisish "ber .maldng up ber mind
o pawn- mos uf ier' jewelry, au we, ar

raiged that Bob should manage the business.
He was up at'the:ottage for a night or two,
though no one uas aware of that:fact, for he
kept close, for'fear Mr. Ero should spy upon

"Ho alept a tihe cottage the very night
the .hoS vas stolenfrom tise studiy ;" bt
s .Leah'paused'hero Mn, HamIion lifted bis

headi from lbis 'baud.suad bade her lmpatiently
os enithbthe history otthbat nliht

C HAPTER' XIdV.

·.LEAH'S loONFESS7eN.
"Yen knowwhat happeued that day, sir,"

ebserved Leah, hesitating a moment, for.eavenu
'her bard nature folt some ompunotion at-the
loak of .suffering, ou lier master's face.' Shse
bat eaten -bis bread for years, and liad te-
celved and dupedi hmu; but she muet have
feIt remorse atbiring in ber as se saw hlm
trop his head ou issclasped his agan, as
Jihoughs lie' v ere comipelling tlmelf la lsen
without lntrrupon '''
S"Youhad'been talking te Mn. Erio a long

time lu thseatudy, Miss Etta toldi me ; ho
hadi been going ou liite mut a ous Mn. Edigar
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he were keeplng guard. He wasgo
me pass him without a word, butg ing to let
\ud asked whvt he was doing. stopped
6 "I vas waiting untilyç uresafei pou

n;om," was thaJon ~'Y o.ng 'kept
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droping lids that Mr. Hmnitoen instinctively
movedto "mp,etde ;.bÜt a lowgroasi escaped
hl when I repeated Le'ah anword about the
chiek. "edGo heavens t do you mean that
Erio never tek itV " he' exolaimed, in a
horror-atriàken toue; but'the woman mnerely
rail tber .eyesand looked it him, and he
'is- int agita until I had finished..

Thera was s moment eminou silence
after thati: perhaps Mr. HomIton wa pray-
in'g foself-control; he hadgrown frigbtfully
pale, and yet ho was a man Who rarely
hanged color: the veins on his forehead

'wore swollen, and when he speke his vole
was hoir with repressed asion.

"Wi t'havo pen uto Say'fr yourself, Leasis
.Do..ou kanuwg icould InIot you for con-
.tiay saiond lvl&t ahi ' r thef Y"'I II kn9w a.ti 's'ecy viii," oh ed hb
vo rvaItout; butai coli

ne el hiu'tigusasi 1aS. 1"But itlel
yur. own flash and bod that i inifuit here.

r..u 1tta . moWÏobislau L T" > -. '

Brown, and having'to',' àtor Mr.Arsratrong's
office but yonhad be n 'ery Bm, tnd hbad
refumed to hear any mre, and h bat flqng
off t o hi own room In one of his passions.
Misa Gladys bad followed him, and I heard
him teliug her that he bad forgettenhimselif
and struyokpu, and that you had tarned him
out of the study, and that hewss l diffiloul-
ties and muet have mone, 'for Mr. Edgar
bad et hlm into nome trouble."

"Yen hoard this by listening at Mr.' Ero'a
door, for Misa Gladys saw you," I obser
not willing to lot this paon. ". '
."What b that got to do' with It e

retuined, rudely. "Iam. epeaking t the
muter, not you;'ý but ahe g eW a a
as I apoke.I "You were .up l14'ilaie'
air; I vaW saltlng te apeak to".Xtta, an

Swfai bar den; buthean-
aven. I coula see the rouavas dark, but I
cou a hari blioee she w~ ~<~-

to t bed'andl 114àMissît
y.:. n-.she~~ a tther rhe -

"IMrbtypogo}and ,hrg eigg n

a,

id

m n n 
... -,. m. .

g bhr,;for~"onehôw~I hsadi guessed thiat~shiai^il at k¯the~-P reantieot of turning-tie key
a gons ta the study; but 1v.asjaertainly net br your door to prevent your holding cemma-
l- prepared te se Mr. Enrie stooping over your n: cation with any member of my househol."

dSak. He bad a letter ln his band, and at " I giveyou my word,- air-" bgan
a jdet put down his chamber canalestick. Ail L ah, turning vlsibly pale a'tihe ides o find -
y at once lt fisrhed upon my mindthat Mise irg hseolf a prisoner.'
n Etta had tld me that yo had received a '.4Your Wordi"' was, the dildainful reply;
. lange check that night, and th't you were a o t hen- ho pointe _toathe door. IGo at
- g up to Londen the next day taocash I, o ce I" But'she still ingered. There was a
-. and hesoped Dryden.would not call again aliark oi good even l abpa woman. She was

bhfore you went. ISB sadit quite casusly, u iwilling te quit our presence without know-
and1 am sure thon she had net.thought0 cf bg what was to become of ber mistres.

h helping hernaslf. -Then the thonght mut I "Yeu will net be bard on Miss Etta, sir?'
't have come ta hr ail of a sudden.'z . S ie bas done wrong, but she isa poor are-

."I remembered the check, and for an ina tire, and--"' But Mr. Bamilton walked
s stant I suapected. Mr. Eric. But as I vas tç the door and threw et open with a geature

watchimg hnm I sa w the curtain of eue of the that compel ed obedience.
,indowa move, sud I hat a glimpse of yellow The next moment, Lowever, he recoiled

It embroidery that certainly belonged ta Mies with a low exclamation af barror; for there,
1 Ettaa dressng-gownn, lu a moment 1grasped drawn up against the Wall, in a strange half-
. the truth : ahe had taken the oheck t aettle caouching attitude, as though petrified with
o 'Dryden's bill. But I muat make myself cor- terrer, was his miserable couem. •

U tain cf the fact: so I &aked Mr.:Erio,.rather I beard Leah's shooke i Mias Etta I
roughly, what be was doing, anti he retorted How could you beno atd ?" And then Mr.

, by bidding me mind my own business. Hamilton put out bis band, as though ta for-
t "He bad laid bis litter on the deSk, but bid approach; but with a cry of despair Mies

when 'he bad gone I valked up straight te Darrell seemed ta sink to the ground, and
e the window, and nearly frighitened Misa Etta hold him convulsively round the knees, so

h to a fit by asking ber whsat e bad dee tbat he could net free himself-
with the check, She vas grovelling onther ,I "Get up, Etta 1" he said, indignantly.

- kneea before me in a moment, calling me ber "It l net tame you bave t kneul';" for ho
- dear Leah and imploring me ,e ,hield her. I thought hr attitude one oft :upplication.

was very tierce withb er at first, and was for But I knew botter. She had nt treigth ta
ber putting it back again, until she told me, stand or support hersolf, and I passed behind
trembling ailover, that ase bad endorased it. him qulcklyand went teberhelp, :
She hadt copied your writing, and only an '"oYeu canniot speak te hlm like that, Mias
expert couti bave told the di erence. Darrell. He -wili not hear yon." But,

" 'I is too late, Leah,' ahe kept saying ; though Leah assistei me, we had some diffi-
'we cannot bide it from Giles now, an I culty in inducing ber ta relax er frantio
must have the money, and you must help me grip. And oven when we: placed ler in a

8 ta get it.' And then she whipered that I chair ahe seemed as though she wouldsink
ehould bave some of it for Bob. again on the greund. She was tsembling aill

" 'It las nasty bit of business, Misa Etta,' ver, her teeth chattering ; the muscles of
I replied, for I did not want to apare her; ber face worke! convulsively.
'it is forgery, that is what they would call it "Giles, Giles," she screamed, seho seemed
in a court of law;' but aie would net let me about to leave ior, "you may k4il me if you
finish, but fiung herseif upon me with a sup- like, but yen sh Il net look eat me like this."
preese a ream, and I could net shake ber But, without vouchEafiug ber any anaver, he
off. She kept saying that ahe Wauld destroy turned ta me.
herself if I would net help ber: so I turned "Will von wait with mv cousin a moment?
it over in my mind. I wanted money for I vill bek ak directly." I notded sasent.
Bob, and-well, air, the devil bad a deal to I knew ho wished t asee Leah safely lainr
do with that night's business. I had settled rom, but a. he closed the door Mis Darrell
it ail before au hour was over. Bob vout lutched mye am. Sho eotem really beside

;o up to London with the check, and cash it herself.
at the bank: he was tall andi ýr, and a suit "Where bas he gone? Will h fetch the
of Mr. Brio's old clothes would makre him plie, Miss Garaton 'Will they put me ln
quite the gentleman, and no one would notice prison for it?'
the sear; when he was .afely off and yo :I "No," i returned, sternly. "Yen know
missed the check there would be lit1e trouble you are ase with him. oie willi mot burt a
in casting the blame on Mr. ErIe. I bad haiir of your head, becauseoyn are a woman,
taken car ta place the letter ln the desk, and and his own lsh sud blod."
I iad pienty of circumstantial evidence tei "But. he will banish me from hIs bouse !"
oaler. she moaned. "Be wll never forgive me or

" Well, yeuknow thie rest, air,-how you l0t me see bis faceagain. He will tell-oh, I
called Miss Etta.into your atndy, and how qannot bear t'"-her words atrangled by a
ahe begged you te cend for Me. I bat my hoarse aoream. "I cannot and willot bear
''ory ail ready,-my lear of thileves, and how il."
I saw Mr. Brio standing with his hband lu I put my band on ler aboulder. "Yen
your deak. Of course the check could not be uit control Yourelif," I said, coldly.
fuund: no one believed the poor young gen- " nWould you wish Mr. Hau.ilton to treat
tleman'a ravinge, especially. after bis talk you as a madl 1woman? Ltem ta me, Miss
with Miss Glacaia. We took are tbat the Darrell. One jart %f ycur secret isa sfe vith
telegram sbouldnot be sent tee soon. Bob me. Try and restrain yourself, and I will
was on bis way back by then, and before promise yeu ithat it shall never pa3B my lipi."
evening Dryden had his money, and Bob vas Even in ber hysterical e:iotement elle
safe ta Cierkenwelh What l ithe good of underatood me, and a more human expres-
my repeating It ail? I shielded Miss Etta at sien came ta ber hard glaring eyes, "Say
Mr. Eric's expense ; and, though 1 was sorry it again ; promise me," she moaned. "I
enough te drive him away from his home. we bate you, but I know yen nre te be trusted ."
had te look t aour own safety, and Miss Etta "If you behave youreelf and try ta contral
wes nearly out of her mind with remorse and your feelings a little," I returned, slowly,
terror." But here Mr. Hamilton's voice in. " I will say nothing about Uncle Max."
terrupted ler harably. Bit at the name ehe covered her face with1

" Wait a moment, woman: have yen ever her hands and rocked hersell in agony. In
since that day heard anything of that unfor- spite of aillher sine I pitied ber then.,
tunate boy ?" At that moment Mr. flamilton returned;

To my surprise Leah hesitated. "Mise but before he could spak I said, quickly,-
Etta believes that he is dead, sir ; but I can't "Your'cousin la net in a condition ta listen
help differing from ber, ·though I never told ta you to-night, and it i very late: I am
her the reason; but I have fancied more than gaing ta tak her up t her room and do wéati
onre,-indeed I am epeaking the truth now, lan to help her. Vill you allowi us to g
air," as he darted a meaning look at her, "I Ho looked at her aud then at me. [lis
have no motive to .do otherwise,-'-I have face was burd and nombre; there was no re-
fancied that I have seen some one very like lenting there. "Perhaps it wili bo btter,"
Mr. Erie lurking about the road .on a dark he returned, slowly. " les, you -may go,
night. Once I was nearly sure it was Mr. but do nt stay long with ber. I may want
Erie,Ithough he wore a workman's dries as a te speak ta you again."
disguise. He was looking a the Windows; ' "Net to-night," I remnostrated; for I
the blind wase up in the study, and Miss coul ase he was obtivious of the time, andi";
Gladya was there with Mr. Cauliffe; he had %vas near midnight. "To-morrow morning,
made her laugh about something. It als a as early au yenlike; but I cannet cane down
Warm night, and rather wet,' and the window agaiu."
was open; I was just shttig i whh I i "Oh, I see," the h-eaning of my wordi
caught sight of hin, and nearly called out; daLwning upon Him. "To-m orrow morning,
but h turned away quickly, and hid himself then. Take ber away now." And, without
lu tbe shrubbery, and though I weuî ont t another glance, he walked away ta his study.
look for -him I was toc late, for I could see table.
him walking diawnthe ro d.' ' "Corne, Miss Darrel," I whispered; touch-

"You are aura it vas Mr..Erio." Oh, the ing ber; and ahe rose rointantly. "Giles,
look of intense relief on Mr. Hamilton's face -lot mE say one wrd te him," sait ehe, try-
He muet have believed him 'dead all this ing t afollow him feebly, but I recalled :rho
time. ' sternly and made her follow me. I bad no

"1 am nearly sure, sir.- I sav him again fear ofS. her now. Leah, whom I dreaded,
in town. I wias passing the Albert Memoriali vas loked safely in her.room, and this poor
when I looked up' at one of the fine honses tniserable woman vas harmless enough,
oppolto an saw -a young wi'kmau on the ' She broke lInto' hyterical sobs aud:moans
balcony with a painter'a brushin his hand : -hen I gat ber into her own room. I was
the un -was 'hing full on bis fac .'I saw afraid 'Gladys iight hear har, and 'I insisted
him'plainly then." . on ber showlng more selfcentrol. 'My sharp

Mn. Hamilten start trembl seat. ".If Iawsrd, had their effect after. a time, but Il'
this. be truie.I-my father'a son gaining' bis' was impossible ta ina. 'ber toeundreas orge
bread as a house-painter'l" 'toa bo. She but flung herself aarnoa the.toot 

"Itis true," I eispered; "for I saw him sna lay rouched up In a; heap,w'ith.althe
myself, and told Gladys." 'elicate embroidery of her French dresming.
S "Yeu: saw him--yu t" Vil' au air of gown cruhied -under ber. When'ahe was
utter incredulity. quietef"'I 'pht -lllow under bo hesd and

"Yes; and '·.1'triot ta' peak tohîim Be covereO her up warmly, and thon st 'down'te'
vas 's like tie pioturein Gladys's-oom, I .wa.h ber.
tisought it muet be Erio But ho wouldinot ~.I was.abon'îto leave tise roomu once to to i
hsear me, anti in-a-momuît ho wasgo. Tise something I wanted,,w.ashe sudidenly
mon calledi. hlm:'Jack Pepnter,'.and saIt-ho struggled 'laie a .itliug posture, sud b'eggâd
was a gentlemian, but ane one knew where ho 'mei au vole et horrori, net ta leave her -
livod. OS, I have tried a sard ta find hlm " Leaaillii murder:'me If -you te l" ehe.
fer you, but ho will not be foundi." scriet. " She' b as 'frlitened me often,-shse ~

"Ami en 'it ntel0l meof ibis," very ays suac' things -oS, yen 'do uot Snow I
reproachfully. . ehould nover have 'been so bat' but tor
:"Gladys would not lei nie tell you," 'I Leahs1" ' '

tnuedt: "voe ould nol be. auna, sud-." "I h'all not be long ; anti Leais looked "
But ho pub up bis hast ta stop.me. - lu lier room;' Mr. Basnliton bas tise key," I J

"Tsa vill tic," lun a tone of suppressed retiurnea, quietly. But il ws vi tillfioulby î
griof tisat went te my hear, "t v ili not that she let me go. I suppose even criisnals
,wrong yen if I can hselp it;' ne donbt yen dit feel the :need et symnpathy.- Mise .Derre 1.
iltfon the bout; you ditdi ovillingly deceive hiated'mé in' ber heart,i hadi alwasys habt nie,
me." ' but he sighit ef even ai uloved humas tacet

"Nover I I have nover deceive you, Mn. wvas better"than solitude. N'ou'onder'with' 5
Eamilten." 'sucha ' ' th oughseplpe go mat sometlimes, i

. "'Net intentionally. Iwil dopou jastioe. v as surprised ta see Mr. Hamilton waik-'
eveni nowv; but, oh,"-and bore he ollioed ing up and dowas the lohg ps.ge~ as thougli '
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forueâl]etJ

L ordeed me oto
si cheekreeing me

tIqerashte la es exhaussa thshe &
soon ; and then I will lie down.10e musa
ho thought therO was no help for it, for he
drew haok for me to pase; but I wa grieved

:toýýheu is -footatepas for a long lime «ter
that paclng lqwly up and Aown, and it was
more r his .sake than my~own that 1

L glad 'when-misDsoDarel'a.mo.ns aaed, and
the more luiet regular breathing provea t
me that .he wal asleep.

'The passage wae empty when I came ou;
and the dret faint streakof dwn as visibleIt was too late then ta think of goîne to bed
I lay down, dressed'as I WaP, 'and aleptfor
oduple of houre ; then the sunshie fwoke r
and I got up and"took -my h 'and feltfreshed. re

lChatty brobght me 'my tëa eary, and toldme that Mr. Hamilton 'was walking in the
gardon.: "And do you know, ;b'.m,
served the girl breathlessly, 'somethng

iarange muat have, bappened hince las even.
hig ; fer when -I looked ont of my winda,before six thi umorning I saw master stand-fig before the deor, and there wa Leah, 'i
ber bonn speaking to hlm. and she wentoffwith Pierson, wheeling off her bones en bi
timck. I do belleve she bas reaÀiy gone,
ma'am, and mot a creature in the houellsows it,"

"I'ever mind : it is not our hosinces,Ohatty; but I think I will go and Bpeak t.
your araster when 1have finished my tes."

-I was to give yon a message, ma am,-
that. he would be glad i 'ou coud jrin him,
in the garden as soonas you were up, as be
hàsd to go some distance, and he wa:ated to
tell you about il." 't 1 t down ry cup at
once, ison I heard ibis, and hurried out into
te garden.

aehalk ma o wah.paheag up and down the
asphit w alkasho had P c'a thO passage last

nigh. He did not q ndku abis gps whet
he saw me, but walked' owa|rds m s lwly,
vqith the gait of a man-who has a load on bis
mind.

o ".ardly expected pou so early. Ilave
you }bad any rosI at ail>?" Jooking at nie
rether anxiouely.
j ";es, thank you; I have alept for two

hours. But you have not, Mr. Bamiltan;"
for h was looking wretchedly woru ad iit.

Was it likely that I: coult eleep ?" ho re-
turned, impatiently. "But I have no time
to waste. Atkinson will ho round her
directly utilh the dou-cart. I a going ogte
Liverpool by the 12.10 train."

"Tn Liverpool?" in unfeigned surprise;
Il Wts; 1 bave been thinbing all night vka

is to be done about my. untfortunate e usin.
She la. dependent on me,. and I cannot. azd
ber away without finding. her a home. That
home," pausing as thoughs te give emphasi
to hie words, Icon never be under my 'af
again.

lsuppose Lot."
The inl i. of too black a dye for me to

brlng myself to forgive her. If I were te say
that !3 forgive her I should lie." And bere
bis face became dark again.. "She has dis-
graced that poor boy Eric,. ad driven hlm
away fnom hl@ home; she has made Gladya's
life wretohed: ber whole existence must
have bee da tissue of deceit and treachery.
How could1 .aleep when 3 was trying to
disentangle this math of deoeption and lies?
ho s do I know when he bas been true or
when wholly faise?"

,I fear there has been.little truth spcken
ta you, Mr. Hamilton."' i was thinking of
Gladys when I said that,. but something ln
my words seemed to etrike hlm.

" In there anythiug elhe I ought to know 1
But no, I have no time for that: I muet try
and make nome arrangements at once: he
cannot break bread with ns again. The peo.

le I want ta find are old patiente of mine.
was able to serve them once: I feel as

though I have a claim on.them."
" But yu will be back son ?" for I could

mot bear him to leave us alone,
"To-morrow morning. I will take the

night train up, but I shall ho detaired in
London. Take care of Gladys for me, Mis
Garston. D not tell her more than you
think necessary. Do not let Etta are her, if
you cnn help it; 'but I knnw you will act for
the bet." Then, aB ho looked at me, bis
face softened for a mument. " I wish I had
not to leKve ) ou; but you could send for Mr.
C(iulffe."

"Oh, there will be no need for that," I
returned, hastily, for the thought of the
wretched woman up-.stars would prevent me
from sending for Uncle Max. "Come bock
as quickly as you can, and I will do my best
for Gladys."

"I know it. 1 can, trust nu " he replied,
ry gently. "Take care of youraeif also."

Totn, as the wheels of the dog-cart sounded
on'the gravel, ho neld out hie hand to me
gravely, and then turned away. A moment
afterwards I heard his voice speaking ta
Atkinson, and us I entered the shrubuery
Pierson was fastening rhe gate after them.

CHAPTER XLV.

THIS HOME rS 'YoURS NO LONGER,"

Thore are long gray daYs lunevery one's
,liSe.

, think that' day was the -longest that I
ever apent: lt seemed as thongli the morning

-onld nerer merge inta äfternoon, or the
atnoon it evening ' Of the night I cold

ualjudge, frI lpi as oy way yot

Shee humnEty the more instinct o
womankind; had loblgod me -te wstch Miss
Darrell througb"thse prevfous nigs ht' for sume
hours her hysturloa' state' hati bordered on

rey.I kne slep a thse beut rostora.
Lie nsuoi~ caes o h woùld!ake quioter.

There .wuld Uoe no' aotual nedt for yser.
viesd uiilèshe uàu fo nIé thought it

b tte a ov her alain.: mhe was only
mufforlng he p enalty. aS ber own sin, the
amaie of detoted gul 1.' There was no aign

of real peitence to 'gîve' me hope f or ibm

fund u di awake whien I returned

foithe gardon : 'lu spiteof -my anxiety, it
~a~~'nénde pleamure id hear hergreeting

"Ob, Ursnla, corne nti kits 'me; itis good
oarning'indeed.' i '.wqe no happy ; every-

thing la so Iovely,-the' sunsin anlO sd the
birdsand.the flowero N' And,awitj a Wmile,
!'I iwshed somobody ,ooulthave seen-' my
thou hts 'at Max." "And then, still-holding
n'fgst"<I 'd not'forget 'my.poor boy, in
lile 'of 'n isapidore, "but something toita

ntatEr i I home baolê" "~

( To be cosinacsd)


