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UNCLE MAX.,

et st

o Woret ol ool e .
Darrell. *I‘might ae well die as go on llving
liky :this, ¥ou-ure“always threatening. fo
tat# against me, and I'give yor money when-.

CHARTER; XLLIL —Contiaued. :ever.you askcme. You ahall have my gold.
“If he bas suything sgainst me,—and hiy| bracelet ‘with the emeraldetar,, It was.my

“me ‘that he_hss, —why doeahé’
:ﬁmt::azalgé with frankpess !’ I thiought.
# Ho calls himself my friend, and yet be re-:
pores no trust in me, . ‘He breaks, my heart
with his changed looka and coldness,"and yet
be gives me no readon-for hisiinjustice, I{
e e Wiy Aot Lo
ecl’ ha lovexjme,.: nd- )
tme T dark bag *\m shrobb: X fely there

der the dark bapgiog 8T £
lv?a,“nozhin ﬁpdhrbld'bw e .}hou\a lines,
that *‘to be:wroth with%one' 1? love )i

does work like nmimdnegs on the briin,’ and
that I was growing angry with: M\r.:l!amnl’;
fon, T =
I had just reached a dork angle where'the

ath dips a little, when I was startled by
Eenring voices close to me. There was a seat
screened by some laure!-bushes that went by
the name of * Conspiracy Corner,” dating
back from the time when Gladysz and Erie

'|'mothier's :and it ,Wlll.fetca"good deal. I

catnot’ gét more from Riles now,!: He is'nok:
ke’ himgelf just now;;and I dare not make
bim angry.” ol B g
%Qh, you have trisd your hand there,
Miss Etta,: No;*I amnot asking:you, so you.
el Lo
i$o ¢'Rark Gate:
o h%ﬁﬁn% worked"
I've_hated . Miss

 sharp qne,-F:+611'you thag, Misy, Etta. . . She
uu&i‘?’tg .bring these %ﬁ@ﬂﬁt and she
ket i‘ N
: )?_',).‘ baned Miss Dar-
rell 3 i iy
B‘Eh{ did mét” dare to linger anothiyr gio-
ment. My heart was beating so 1

)
I feared it would betray me, Th%ﬁf atir
of the:bushes_turned:ma sick,-for-I thought:

I were d

ﬂﬁfmiﬂpﬁe pe
!

were children and had onge hidden some fire- , they, might be moving from their seat. Not

works among the'bushea, ¢ It was there that

Claude’ Hamilton bad proposed~to -Lady | alono:in-thab~

or’' worlde wonld 1 have confronted them
venddg-foare:

Betty, when Gladys bad found them, and | were absurd, but Ifelt ag though Leah were

the two young creatures had appealed to her
to'help thems, The seat wad 80 hidden and
gsecluded by shrube that you could paes with-
out seeing ita ocoupants, unlsss a little bit of
fluttering crapery. or the gleam of some gold
chain or locket tnught one’s eye. I remem-
bered ouce being very muoh startled when
Lady Be:ty popped out enddenly on me as I
passed. . . . R R

I wos just re.racing my steps, with a sense
of annovance at finding my privacy invaded,
when a -entence in ELenh’s voice attxacted my
attuntin: : .

st] t:11 you he was driving with them this
afternorn: I heard Miss Goarston tell- the
master wo. I {8 no good you fretting and
worrying yourself, Miss Etta, 'to prevent
thoss t¥o coming together. T've always
warnel you that the vicar cares more for her
little fng. r thap he does for all ‘your fine airs
and graces.” '

I at2=" a1 thrugh rooted fo the spot, in-
cap.hly «f ovin, o Btep. |

¥ You are a c.uul, false woman )" returned
another volce, which I recognized as Miss
Durrell’s, though it wags broken with sugry
sobe. **Yecu ray that to vex me and make
me wretcii-d beoause you are in a bad tem-
per. You usre an ungrateful creature, Lenh,
after all my kindoess ; and it was you your-
gelf who tuld me that he was getting tired of
Gladys's whims and vagaries.”

“] can’t remember what 1 told you,” re-
plicd the woman, sollenly. **There are no
foole like old ones, they say, and you need
not b:lieve everything 'as though it ie gospel
truth, There is not a man in the world worth
all this worry. Why don’t vou give it up,
Blize Ecta ? Do you think Mr. Cunliffe will
ever give you a thought? I would be too
proud, if I were a lady, to fiing myseif under
» man's feet. Do you think he would like
your crooked ways about Mr. Erio?”

* Hush, Leah! for pity’s sake hush!
What males you o cruel to me to-night ?”

4 Well, nvw, look here, Mies Esta; Iam
not going to tLe hushed mp when I choose to
gpeak ; and who is to hear us, I should like
to know: only it is your guilty conacience
that iz ulwaye startiug at shadowa, I mean
to speak to you pretty plaiuly, for I am get-
ting sick of the whole business! ¥You are
playleg faet and loose witk me about thav
money. Are you goiug to give it me or
oot ¥ ‘

I drew a stepnearer. Leah had mentioned
Erio’s rame. Was it not my duty,—my
bounden duty,-—for Gladys's sake, for all
their snkes, to hear what this woman had to
say? Would it be dihosorable to listen
when so mnch was at stake? ~Already I had
been startled by a revelation that turned me

capuble of strangling me, © Granted that this
terror was unreatonable and childieh, I knew

.1 could not breathi fr'pely'_n_ntil ‘T was within
.reach of Mr, Hamilton

4 " As, T, brept down,
the path. the sensation of s nightipmare haunted
me.. 1 felt us though my fee} were weighted
with lead, My face was cold: and damp,-aud:
L:drew my.breath painfully.' I.almost felt as
though I must. hide myself in the shrubbery
until the faintness passed off; but f shook off
my weakness a5 I'remembered thst:I might
be shut ont 'of the houseif I allowed them to
go in first, As T'ctnerged fiom the dark
overhanging trees I grew calmer and walked
on more quickly, 1 dared not cross the open
lawn, for fear I might be seen, but tock the
moat gecluded rovte through the oak svenue,
If they should perceive me walking down the
terrace towards the coneervatory they would
only think that I had just left the house, I
could see no signe of them, however, and
geined the open door safely. ,

‘Even in my state of terror I had made my
plan, anéd without giving myself a mement to
recover my self-possession I knccked at the
etudy door, and, at Mr. Hamilton's rather
impatient “ Come io,” entcred it with the
same sort of feeling that ¢ne wounld enter an
ark of refuge,

He lald down his pen in scme surprise
when he saw me, and then rose quickly trom
his seat,

“Youn are ill; you have come to teil me
a0,” in an abxious voice, ‘*Don’t try to
speak this moment: sit down—my—Mirs
Garstoa ;" but I caught kie arm nervously as
he seemed about to leave me,

‘Don't goaway : I must speak to you. 1
am not ill: only I have had a turn, You
may glve me some water; for there wasa
bottle and glass oa the table. . He obeyed me
at once, and watched me as I tried to take
is; but my hand trembled too. much : the
next moment he had put it to my lips, und
had wiped the moisture gently from my fore-
head, .

“1t is only falntnees; it will paes off
directly,"” he said, quietly. I will not leave
you; but I have some sul volatile in that
capboard, and I think vou will be the bstter
forit.” And hy mixed me some, aund stood
by me without speaking uatil the color came
back to my face. ‘* You are better now,
Ursula—I mean,” biting hizs lip=—** well,
never mind, Do you feel a little less
shaky ?”

“Yes, thanz you. I did not mean to be
80 toolish, but it was dark, and I got
frightened and nervcus ; ond oh, Mr, Hamil-
ton, I must not lose time, or they will be
comiog in.” ‘

"$Who will bs coming in¥’ he asked,

cold with horrer. Mins Darrell was Gladya's | rather bewildered at this. *¢Tnere is no one
rival,—her deadly, secret rival,—and not one | out, ie there?”

of us, not even Max, guessed at this un-

**Yes, Miss Darrell and Leah, [ heard

healthy and morbid passion. That such a | them talking in *Cunspiracy Corner:’ you
woman ehould love my pure-minded, honor- | know that seat in the asphalt walk 1"

able Max ! I recolled at the mere idea.

% Yoa are so impatient, Leab,” returned
tho other, reproachiully. ¢ ¥ou know it is
not easy for me to get the money. Giles waa
complaining the other duy that so much was
#rons In the housekeeping ; he never thought
me extravagant before, 'but be seemed to say’
that my personal cxpertes were rather lavish,
¢ You have twice as many gowns as. Qladys,’
he said; ‘snd, though 1 do not grndge you'
things, I think you ovught to keep within
yotir allowance,’ ‘

1 can’t help. all that, Misa Etta,” and T
coiild tell by the volee that the woman mesnt
to be in*olent. .**A promise ia a promise,
and must be. kept, and poor Bob must not
saffer from your procrastinsting ways. You
are far too slippery and shifty, Miss Ktta ;
but' I tell you that' movey I must and will
bavo bafore this week Ia over, if 1'buve to go
to maater myself niout it.” ,

*You had better gn to him, then,” with
rising temper. *“I don’t quity koow what
Gilea will say about retaining you in his ser-
vice when he knows you havea brother at’
Millbank., A sgervant with a convict-brother
le- not considered generally desirable in a
hdnse.” But Leob broke in upen this sneer-
irg gpech in sudden fury: even in my dis.
gustiat this scene I could not but marvel at
Miss Darrell’s recklesences in-rousing the
evil spirlt in this womau, ) B

“You talk of my pansr Bob being in Mill-
bunk, who ougnt-to be there yourself ! she
eried, in » voice hoarse and low with passion.
“Are you oul of your senses, Mise Etta, to
taunt mo with poor Boh's troubles? What
is- to prevent me from ¢oing to master now
and saying to him-—"

¢ Oh, hush, Leah! plence forgive me; but
yon made me to angry.”’

“ From saying to him,"” persisted Leah, re-
morselessly, ¢ ‘You are all of you wrong
about Mr., Eric. You have husted the poor
boy out of the houge,” and driven him crazy
among you ; oud if he bas drowned himself,
a3 folk boliave, his death lies at Miss Etta’s
door., It was she who stole the chack, I
saw her take it with my own eyes, only she
begged me on her knees not to betray her;
and just then Mr. Eric came-in with bis
letter, and the devil entered into me to cast
the suspicion on him,"” :

¢ Leah,” in a voloe of deadly terror, *ffor
God's sake be sllent! if any one should hesr
us! There was a crackling just now in the
bushes, Loah, you wera good to my mother:
can you be so cruel to meil”. .

“Jt is no uee your whining to me, Miss
Etta,” retarned the same hard, dogged. voice;
¢“Bob muat have that money. When I pro-
mised to keop your disgraceful seoret,—when
I stood by and helped you rnin that poor
boy, and Bob cashed your check,—I named
my price. 1 wanted to keep Bob out of mia-
chief, ‘but his bad companions were too much
for him, Now are you going to get that
mouey for me or not?” g

#] dare not ask Giles for more, ' replied
Misa Darrell, and I could henr she wan ory-
Ing. I gave you half the housekeeping
money last week and the week before, If
Giles looks at my accounts I am undone,”

¢ And thero was that check that you were
to send Misa Gladys when ehe was at Bourne-
mouth, and for whish she sent that pretty
message of thanks,” interposed Leah, with a
mmeer, ‘‘Shall T tell master whers that has
gone, Miss Etta? And you speak of my
poor Bob because he is at Millbsnk 17 ,

¢ Leal, you aro killisg ms,” renewed Miss

a ‘¢ Well 7" regarding me with an astonished
r.

**Mr. Hamilton, I am better now. I eam
no$ frightened any longer now am with you.
Will you please cull Leah when she comes in
from the garden? I want to speak to her in
your presence. - 1 have a most serious charge

-to male againat her and againet your cousin

Miss Darrell. 1t relates,” and here I felt my
llps getting white sgain,—* it relates to your
lrother Erio,” .

i He atarted, and an expression of pain
orosaed his face,~a sudden look of fear, as
though he dreaded what I might have to tell
him ; but the next roment he was thinking
only of me, :

%' You shall speak to Lesh to-morrow,” he
dald, gently; *‘it 1s lats now,—nearly ten
o’clock, —and you are ill, aad had' better go
to bed and rest yourdelf, I.can wait until
to-morrow, ' taking my cold hand.

But I would not be silonced; Iimplored
lim earneatly to do thie for me,—to summon
Leah into the study, but not to let Miss Dar-
rell know. i

*I suppose you think you could not sleep
until you had relieved your mind,” he suid,
looking at we attentively. ¢ Well, they are
gnming. in now. . Leal is fastening the door.
Finish that sl volatile whils 1 fetch her.”

. I took it nt & draught., But Mr, Humil-
ton’s kindnasse liud been’ my best restorative :
1 was no longer. faint or miserable: he had
dheered and comforted me. -

i I heard Leah’s voice approaching the study
door with perfect calmnees.

** Miss Etta has gone up to bed, eir,”

beard her say; ‘“she has o headache ; thas is
whiut mukes her eyes so weak.”
_ %] should have said myseli that she was
orying,” returned Mr.. Hamiltoa, dryly.
““*Come i here a moment, Leah: I wantto
speak to you,” N :

She did not see,me uuntil the door was
closed behind her, and then I saw her glance
at mo uneasily. -Mr. Hamilton had evidently
not prepared her for my presence in the
study. = T e : :

“.Did you or Miss Garaton wish to speak’
to me, sir ' she' asked, with a veiled in-
solence of manner that she had shown to me
lately ; but I could see that no auspicion of
the truth had dawned on her, '~ - =

* It is I who wish to speak to you, Leah, *
I returned, severely; ‘“and I have asked
your master bo send for you that X'might
speak in his.presence.  Mr, Hamilton, I am
going to repeat the conversation that I bave
just overheard between Leahiand her mistress
when - they . were in the sestin.the asphalt
walk :  you. shall hear it from my lips word
for word.” -t ¢ S :
. I never saw a countenancsohange as Leah’s
did -that moment : her ordinary sallow com:
plexion became & sort of dead-white ;' from
{nsolence, her manoer grew oringing, almost
abjeot; che shock ‘deprived her of all power
of speech ;- only directly I began she caught
hold of my gown with both hands,.as though
to implore me to stop; but Mr. Hamtilton
shook off her touch angrily, and asked: her if.
it looked ns $hough she werean honeat woman:
to be g0 afrald of her own words, ' And then
the sullen look came back to her faco and’
never left it again. em
- I repeated every word. I do not believe I
omitted a sentence, except that part that re-
ferred to Uncle Max, I could mses Leah;
shrink and collapse’ 'as ' I mentioned her con-’
vict-brother, and snch a gleam of fierce aon-.

2

wever sfioe oyew’diLher.  Sheis ]’
e oo hy Do..you- know {1, conld indict you for con-
l?lrs’qy and donniving st theft 1 bo-Mild.,
at~very well,” relurped the | enconntered yon Inthe P‘nqngo;-:.g;["_»__-y_reqt :

ave it out; biit:she conld | to my own room for a little whil .,w(@ h
¢ But 1t -is | knooked at her-door; but theré no
your.own fiesh and blood that s infanlt here.. | swer. I could see the room was dack, but I
Miea Etta is moxe'to blame:than L” *- -3
~~“Mr. Hamllton crossed the
-the_- door,--p

cket; , then
ad *bien lknﬂa

ntting—the—key-—coolly-
e

‘hand oo Wy s, I could see Leah Iookiog

not meet kb

Ltho $0.0.

home ?”

Eric's sake,

allowance.

him,

41" know ' ghiat -
womany:iryl g[ !

roont’and:lock
--hin{.very - seon-fouud.she was-not there:—her gown

ok BRI 1 B ST T T
et LD 3. 008

“hier, for soméhtw I had guessed that she had ]
abous.-her ae-though-she.rwere: caught in a | gone -to .the study; but I was.certainly not
ht-colored ‘eyes had a scintil- | prepared to see Mr. Kric stooping over your
‘lating look of fearix them,: - '+ : ' -

¢ Now, Leah,” observed

ked'|-weéht.to the

trap : her lig

versation betwes
rectly ' .
;s Yes, I believe

n-you: and Mis Stta

I'a-o,"! ver;‘ al;lliﬁly. S
"¢You saw Miss Etta take the check with | h
your own eyes the night before Mr. Eric left | bave come to her all of a sudden. - -

““Yes,” Then, as though these qu
tortured her, she said, deggedly,— ) a :

s Look here, sir; I am caught in a trap, | windows move, and I had a glimpse of yellow
and there is no getting out of .it, I have lost | embroidery thal certainly belonged to Miss
my place and my character, thanka to Misa | Etid's dreasing-gown,, Ina moment 1 grasped
Garston,”—another ivindictive look at me. | tb
% If you will promise like a gontleman not to | Dryden’s bill. But I muet make myself cer-
take -advantage of my evidence, I will tell | tain of the fact: so I asked Mr. Eric, rather
you all about it." hly, -

] will make no promises,” he returned, | by bidding me mind my own business.

in the eame stern voice; * but it you do not
speak I will send for the police at once, and | when he had gone 1 walked up straight to
You have | the window, and nearly frightened Miss Etta

connived at theft: thut will be sufficient to | into a fit by asking her what she bad done
criminate you,” . i

« T know all atout that,” was the unflinch- | knees before me in a moment, calliog me her
iog apswer; ‘‘and I kanow for the old mis- | dear Leah and imploring me to shield her., I
tress’s sake you will be glad to hush it all up: | was very tierce with her at first, and was for
it wonld mot be pleatant to bring your own | ber putting it back again, until she told me,
cousin before o magisirate, especially after | trembling all over, that she had endorsed it.
promising the old mistre.s on her death-bed | She had copled your writing, and only an
to be as good Lo Miss Etta as though she were | expert could bave told the difference.

your own aistes.” late, . ]
1 saw the shadow of rome eorrowful recol- | ‘we cannot hide it from Giles now, and I

I had | must have the money, and you must help me
heard from Max lLow dearly he had loved his | to get it.” And theu she whispered that 1
aunt Margaret: thongh her daughter had | thould have some of it for Bob,

wrought such evil in hia life, he would stiil
seek to shield her. Leah knew this tov, and | I replied, for I did not want to spare her;
took advantage of her knowledge in her| ‘it is forgery, that is what they would call it
crafty manner.

¢ 1t would

have you up before » magistrate.

lection cross his face as she said this.

since she hns been under your reof.

lade will get into trouble sometimes, .

luocked at the ncrounts,

them with promises,

though no one was awsare of thatfaoct, for he | iy oy B with am afe s
kept cloxe, for fear Mr, Erlo should spy upon llJ.ttOl‘Y ﬁ%@?ﬂué’%m’ -youl” with' an alr-of

hough' ke’ were' com
without interraption. ' -
;% You had been ta
time in the study,. Mies Etta told me; he

rt'h‘@,é)pﬁ:g lids that Mr. Hinilton inatinctively | Brown, and having l:O“gqtof Mr. Armatrong’s
moved to. my‘side ; but a low groin escaped : ,
‘bim when 1 repeated Leah’s worda about the | refused to hear any miore, and he had flung
‘chook. “‘(iood heivens! .do you mean that] off to his ownroom in-one of his passions,
Erio never took it?’ he exclaimed, in o} Miss Gladys had followed him, ‘and I heard
horror-stricken tone; but the woman merely himee,
raised -ber eyes and looked ‘at him, and he | and struck you, and that you had tarned him
‘way silent agaln until I bad finished, . )
+ There Wwas -a moments ominous silence|tiea and must bave money,; for Mr, Edgar
‘after that : perhaps Mr, Hamilton was pray- [ had got him into some trouble.” ATy
ing for self-control ; he had:grown frightfally 8 o's
pale, .and yet he was a-man who rarely | door, for Miss Gladys saw you,” I observed;
chunged color: the veins on his forehead | not willing to'let this pass. - ' - NS
~vero awollen, and” when he spoke his voice
was hoarse with repreased passion.

office ; but you had been very firm, and’.had
him telling her that he had forgotten himeelf!
out of the study, and that he was in difficul-

#Yon heard this by Hatening at Mr, Eric’s

_“Vhat has that got to do with it ‘she
returned, rudely.. ‘I am.gpeaking to the

; \thef}‘#om ilihe lov

‘ TN

T T CHi & oy
bis right hand; and I Lﬁ,@%ﬂgl%&a‘i
betrayed1 . Those X hsh
hold ; and,-good God ! ~_éyf‘fu-e:w
Icannotcnné»thqg},’;’.hiéi{éﬁ O

I eaw Leah quail beneath 'this:

burst of

tears. yushed o'

bl e,

_ sheyes,aa I hiéard
spiteof his sternness

a
and” the pitiful ¢
ander.his, 1

i ¢ What have you'to say for yourself, Leah ? | master, not you ;" but she grew a ahade

o
as I spoke, “You were up latethat dighty:
sir; I was waiting to ap_eglgl:q'mii_,,ﬁﬂa, IIIJL

)

ey
H
an-

-

coild hardly belleve. shaj was an =801
ot xl.ted's.n"t} oallda: anéﬁ%; bgzl

desk. He had a letter in his hand, and had

-l;er-“:'ng‘u'er, in a | just put down his chamber canalestick.. All
terrible volce, *“If yoo are to expect sny | at oncs it flarhed upon my mind that Miss
‘murey st my Hand you will make & clean ; Etta’ had told me that you had received a
‘breast; hutiﬁi;at goq will an,lwexa-mz,qqea,- g k that night L Shat you Tore
tlon : - . ton. ‘vepeated -the oon- | going up nden the next day to cas

o Y e Lo g ger- | and she hoped Dryden would not call again

large check that night, snd that you were

betore-yon went, She said it guite caruaily,

-~ land I sam suore then she had not.thought of

helping herself, - Then the thonght must

(%] remembuered the check, and for an in-

‘e‘stl‘o_ﬁi stant 1 suspected Mr. Eric.’ But as I was

_watching him I eaw the curtain of one of the

the truth : whe bad taken the check to settle

roughly, what he was doing, and he retorted
““He had laid his letter on the desk, but

with the check, She was grovelling on her

¢¢ ¢ It iu too late, Leah,’ she kept saying;

¢4+ Tt is a nasty bit of business, Misa Etta,”

in a court of law;' but she would not let me

be best to tell you all, for Mr. | finish, but Hung herself upon me with a sup-
I know .Miss Etta will he safa | preesed scream, and I coald not shake her
with you. She kas done a deal of mischief | of. She kept saylng that she would destroy
Some- | herself if I would not help her: so I turned
how crooked ways come patnval to ber: the|i: over in my mind, I wanted wmoney for
old mistress knew that, for she onco raid to | Bob, and—well, sir, the devil had a deal to
me towards the last, *Leab, I am afrald my | do with that night’s business. I had settled
poor ohild haa got some twist or warp in her | it all before an hour was over. Bob would
nature; but 1 hope my nqphew will never | go up to London with the check, and cash it
find out her want of ntrught.fo_rwardnels.' at the bank : he was tall and fair, and a snit
And she begged me, with teara in her eyes, | of Mr, Eric's old clothes would make him
to watlch over her and try to influence her, | quite the gentleman, and no one would notice
although I was only a iervant; and for a| the sosr; when he was safely off .and you
little while 1 uvried, only the devil tempted | missed the check thers wonld be litdle trouble
me, for the take of poor Bob.”
-4 Bob is the name of your brother who is | taken care to place the letter in the desk, and
at Millbank 2" asked Mr, Hamilton, in the { I had plenty of circumstantial evidence to
same hard voice. Co
+%Yes, sir; he got Into a bit of trouble
tbrough: mixing with bad companions, But| cnlled Mies Etta into yoor study, and how
there,”—with a sudden fierce light in her]she begged you to send for mie. I had my
eyes that reminded me of a tigress protecting | »'ory all ready,—my fear of thicves, and bow
her young,—*‘I am net going to talk of Bob: | T saw Mr. Krio standing with his hand in
v ) It Mr. | your desk, ©Of course the check could not be
Eric had not been 8o interfering at that time, | found: no one belleved the poor young gen-
ordericg Bob off .the premiecs whenever he | tleman’a ravinge, especially after his talk
canght sight of him, and calling him & good- | with Mies Glauys. We took care that the
fpr-nothing loafer and all sorte of hard names, telegram sbould not be sent too moon, - Bob
—why, he gave Bob a black eye ome day | was on his way baock by then, and before
when he was doing nothing bat shying stones | evening Dryden had his money, and Bob was
at the birds in the kitchen-garden,—if it bad | safe ja Clerkenwell. What is the good of
not been for Erio’s treatment of Bob I might { my repeating it all? I shielded Mise Etta at
have acted better by him.” .
“Will you keep to the subject, Leah !’ | enough to drive him away from his home, we
observed ‘her master, in & warning voice. { had to Jook to our own safety, and Miss Etta
1 wish to hear how that check was taken | was nearly out of her mind with remorse and
from my atudy that night.” .
% Well, sir, if you must know,
Leab, reluctantly, * Miss Etta was in a'bit
of a worry about monsy just then: she had | gjnoe that day heard anythiog of that unfor-
got the scoounta wrong somehow, and there { ¢1.n040 boy 2" .
was o heavy butcher's bill to be paid. She L
bal let it ron on too long, snd all the time | Byia believen that heds dead, #ir; but I can’t
y-u believed it was settied every week : it | heip qiffering from her, -thongh I never told
was partly your fault, because you 20 seldom | her'thg yeagon ; but I have fancied more than
A ! and wae alWays | onen _indeed I am spenking the truth now,
trustine her with large tams of money. | gip " ag by darted & mesning look at her, “I
Mirs Jiita id not mesn to be diahonest, but | have 1o motive to . do otherwise,-—I ’have
she wuas cxtravagant, and somelimes her ) g,;0i64 that I have seen some one very like
drepsmaker refused to wait for the money, | My, Jisic lurking about the road.on a dark
and soniotimes her milliner threatened to diin night. Once I was nearly sure it was Mr.
her ; but she would quiet them o bit with o | B, though he wore a workman's drees as a
tivo- or ten-pound roto filched from the| gjionise, He was looking as the windows;
housckecping, always meaning, as she a'd, | ¢ho” blind was up io the study, and Miss
to pay it back when ghe drow her quarterly Gladys way there with My, Cuuliffé ; he had

in casting the blame on Mr, Erie., I had

offer,
‘* Well, you know the rest, sir,—how you

Mr. Eric's expense ; and, though 1 was sorry

terror,” But here Mr. Hamilton’s voice in-

returned | terrupted her harshly,

** Wait a moment, woman : bave yono ever

To my surprise Lenh hesitated. *¢Miss

made her fangh about something., It wasa

- “I used to know of theea doings of hers, { oo night, aud Tather wet, and the window
for often and often she has sent me to pacify | ypg open: I was just ahotting it when I
. & told her sometimes | coyoht gight of him, snd nearly called oat;
that she woald do it onge too often, but 8he | hut"he turned away quickly, and bid himself
always said it wns lifar the {{L“ ttma.l bt I ’

“She got afraid to tell me at last, but ‘ hi
kvew all about the butcher’s bill, for Mr, %ﬁ‘;ﬁ";&iigéﬂowzﬁatx&%i?f .iorI ?D“]d gee
Dryden had been up to tho house acking 6 |\ "« Yoy are sura it was Mr. Erio.” Oh, the
‘;,’0 y 0‘:"&_:“ 011:: v‘:::;“ge h(::“‘;‘:{?%‘l‘lt ieztel:‘:; look of intense relief. on Mr. Hamilton’s face !
You 2 . . .
suw Miss Eita in such o fright : she had a fit g;elmuat bave believed him de}\d all this
fbf ‘hysterics izcn1 lioll; own ro&m after lk:e had liefft
the.house, and. I had trouble enough to pooify | i, town:: I assing the Albert. M :
ber. - She sald if you found out that Dryden’s whet:lmlll loo]?en(; %;’;tﬂoneﬂof ther ﬂn:l?::;::
sccounthad ngt been settied for'three months | nyosite and: saw -a young wotkman on the
that you:wbuld never trust her sgain’; that| pajcony with a paintér's brash in his hand :-
she was afrald' 'Mr,’ Erio suspected her, and | ¢he gyn - wan shining fall on his face, ‘I saw
that. she did not feél safe with him, and a him plainly then,” ' . - :
great deal'more that I cannot remember.” . :
1v"-,}:,;g“?,,“;’gfg;“g';:—’j’:::,‘ﬁ;‘ up her wind ghia_ be true {—my father’s son galning. his
0 ;pawn’ N ne ‘We; ar- & house-pai D T
ranged that Bob should mnmge’ the business, | - vead ax & houso-painter |
He wag up ot the:cottage for a night or tWo, | myself, and told Gladys,” -

in the ehrubbery, and tkoagh I weat ont te

. %1 am nearly sure, sir. I saw him again

" My, Hamilton started from his seat, *If
Tt ia true,” I whispered; for I nafv him-

“#Y¥es: snd I -tried to’ apeak to him, . He

" s¢He slept at the cottege the very night ‘a6 13l Sctare ' i oate Foom
as Leah patised here Mr, Hamilton lifted his | hear me, and o' moment he was gone, The
head from his hands and bade her impatient], ! gone.
go on with the history of that night..
CHAPTER XLV, -
- LEAH’S'CONFESSTON, A
' wyon know what happened that day, sir,” | reproachfully.
observed Lenh, hesitating a moment, for even |:
her hard nature felt some compunction atthe | turned: -**we could not be sare, and—"
look of suffering. on her master’s face.. -She | But he put up his hand to.stop.me,
had eaten -his bread for years, and had de- |-
cefved and duped him; but she must have | grief that went to my heart::. “I. will not
felt remorse stifring in her -om she saw him | wrong you if I can help it ; no'doubt you did-
drop hig head on his clasped hends:agaln, ae | it for the best ; you did not willingly deceive
pelling himeelf to listen | me.” : CoRe e e

y, men oalled. him: Jaok Poynter, .and eaid he

| was a gentleman, hut.noone knew where he
lived. Oh, I have tried so hard to find him
for you, but he will not be found.” .

“And you did not tell me'of this,” very

“ Gladys. would not let me tell you,” T.

“Tha will do,” in a tone of suppre.ssed.

1 %Never ! I have never deceive you, Mr, '

lking to Mr. Eric a long | Hamilten.” =

* $tNot iantentionally, I will do',joii-zj"u"a"t'l;e,

ointruted hatred ghot from beneath her * had been going on like mad nbous Mr, Edgar * even new ; but, oh,’—and here he clinohed

'againat-his pence. 7

g B

mercy and not juatice' ds,

-¢Yo
a %L‘I will wot’t
mysell to~say more tfyou. I yoyecs
%Ey
D

cause your oonfederate

'® ;"
- yopl. not apare the Gne with)
% therfo unpunished, To-morrthy
By Deloré the honsehold is up, you and
=

your door to preveat . your holding commu-
pication with any member of my household.”
] give yon my word, sir—" began

‘ing herself a.prisoner.’
sad  then- he pointed to the door. *“‘Goat
spark of good. even in this woman., She was

g what waa to become of her mistress,

to the door and threw it open with a gesture
that compel ed obedlence. . : .

{The next moment, Lowever, he recoiled i
with a low exclamation of horror ; for thers, |
drawn up againet the well, in a strange hall- |
cfonching attitude, as though petrified with |
terror, waa his miserable constn. - |

‘T heard Leah's shocked ¢ Miss Etta!
How could you be a0 mad - Apd then Mr.
Hamilton put out his hand, az though to for-
bid approach ; but with a cry of despair Mies
Darrell seemed to sink to the ground, and
held him convulsively rourd the kpees, »o
that he could not free himself.

("Get up, Ettal” he said, indigoantly.
"It ia not to me you bave to kneel’;” for be
thought hér attitude ome of  smpplication.
But ] knew better. She had not ztrength to
stand or support herself, and I passed behind]
bim quickly and went to her help, = . . .

% You cannot-speak to him like that, Miss
Darrell, He 'will not hear yon,” Bus,
though Leah assisted me, we had some diffi- |
culty In inducizg her to relax her frantic.
grip. And even when we’ placed her ina
chair she seemed as though ehe wounld sink
again on the grcund. She was tvembling all
‘over, her teeth chattering; the muscles of
her face worke2 coovulsively.

*Giles, Giles,” she screnmed, a8 he seemed
abont to leave her, * you may kill me if you
like, but you sh 1l not lock at me Jike this.”
But, without vouchrafing her any answer, he
turzed to me,

#1¥ill yon wait with my cousin a2 moment?
I will Le taxk directly.” I nodded assent.
I knew he wished to sre Leah wafely in her
room, but a. hs closed the daor Mies Darrell
clutched my arm. She scemed really beside
herself.

! ¢ Where has he gone? Will he fetch the
police, Miss Garston? Will they put me in
prison for it ¥

: % No,” 1 returned, sternly. * Youn know
you nre eafe with him, He willl not hurt a
hair of your head, because yon are & woman,
and his own flesh and blood.”

i “Bat he will banish me from his bouse !"
let me see his face.again. He will tell—ob, I
gannot bear it I"—her words strangled by a
hoarse soream, *'1 oannot and will not bear
5 ‘

. 1 put my hand on her shoulder. * Yom
murt control yourseif,” I said, coldly.
“Would you wish Mr, Hamilton to treat
you as a mad womun? Lirten to me, Mies
Darrell. " Oue part of ycur secret is sufe with
me. Try and restrain yourself, and I will
promige you that it shall never pass my lips.”

Even in her hysterical e:wcitement ale
understood me, and a more buman expres-
sion came into her hard. glaring eyes, *' Say
it agsin; promise me,” she moaned. ‘I
hate you, bat I know you are to be trusted.”

¢ If you behave yourself and try to contrel
your feelings a little,” I retarned, slowly,
I will say nothing about Unole Max.”
Bot at the name she covered her face with
her hands and rooked herselé in agony. In
spite of all her sins I pitied her then, -
At that moment Mr, Hamilten returned ;
but before he could speak I eaid, quickly,—

 Your cousin s not in a condition to listen
to you to-night, and it iz very late: Iam
going to take her up to her room and do what
I can to help her, Will you allow us to go 2

He looked at her and then at me, [lis
face was hard and sombre ; there wes no re-
lenting there. ‘¢Perhaps it will be better,”
he returned, slowly. ** Yes, you may go,
but do not stay long with her. I may want
to speak to you again.”
‘ “Not to-night,” I remecnstrated; for I
could sce he:was oblivious of the time, and i3

as early as you like; but I cannot con:e down
again,”’ ’ )
{71 0b, I see,” the fieaning of my words
dawning upon Lim, * To-morrow morning,
then, Take her away now.” And, without
another glance, he walked away to his study
table, ' '

¢ Come, Miss Darrell,” I wkispered, touch-

miserable woman was harmless enough,
L;Shq -broke -into ' hysterical sobs and:moanas {!

iwas impossible to induce her to,undress or go,
o bed, ' :She had flung herself acrosa the toot:
and. lay  orouched up .in & heap, with.ali the

gown ‘crugshed -under her. - When: she ~wan
quietef ' 'put -pillows under her head and
Wpl‘.ch h’ﬂh.‘.v:, Coer AR .

. .'I.wan:about to lenve the room once to feteh

‘me, .in & voice of horror; not to leave her,.: . [
{4 Leah: will murder:me if -you do!" she '
cried, -*“She: hasifrightened me often,—she |i
eaye such things,-~oh, you 'do not know ! I}
should .never have ‘been so bad: but for
Leah ' " =i ¢ . e
. %I shall not be long; and Leah ia locked |’
in her réom ;' Mr, Homilton hes the key,” I |i
returned, quietly, But it'was Wwith difficulty ¢
ithat she let me go. I suppose even orifinals: |
ifeel the /need of sympathy. Miss, qurqgl_.l
thated me inther heart,’ had alwaye hated me,

'but'the sight of even an unloved human face!
'wag better'than solitude, . No-wonder.with:
isuch thoughts people po mad sometimes; - +}i

i ; 1 was surprised to see Mr. Homilton walk- ]
ing up and dowa the long piissge] aa tLough '

, 0,0t | he were keeping guard, He w
stand out like whipoord, viHowi-have beer Y me him wi : as
_ P°d ' :;é_{‘;?.:mte d%‘:‘-hlia\a pass him without a werd, but T
brought~trouble avd confusioniininyhouse: N I was waiting until y )
‘i’fg\"m}-e .oWtYoom,” was the rep {x’ }-_e.{éf:{
N L. yen 50 long ?’ [‘:(m‘-: i :
. neath this burst of |““oMLsmust go bddle- apaln
most_righteons én:dlgnatmn.-., ‘The. . blindteg | quibkly;;«*Sshe is Sht
my;e; eAT himg: in | am ot afraid~of “her po My,
eashahad bepnsosimpleand | she can do me ne. Arnii i

fhissl PRG DOPN DD 2 ease do not wyt
50 ;ﬂ;?apigt us., Hetrpsted peoplp eifully, | any longer.” ;{E con oy watch
; : i \ P L 2 N, o ' ‘:‘7'1, T !

he wai sq)%ageroul I cofﬁ . ,, : lalii,"' 4 f."g\ou wa}n hl)l : bave ;ypg;forgqttjq_lp that
aiftnhe ered | w

y oy

- h voree, 'l

had batchedrth ; piracy % o
e

10 You—osn-laave/me now, " he-coptinned, |
Lnﬁ% tuming to wotitrust,

again it will be at your own peril. Go ap to more Aor his .eake than g own
-§OUr OMR.L B.suAt-glnd ~whenMiss. Darrell’s. )
shall take the “precaution of turning the key "E.,;e- more yuiet re;.:lar tf;::ﬁi.n;e;zikaﬁ

she moaned., ** He will never forgive me or | 8

was near midnight, “To-morrow morning, |

ing her; ;and she rose reluctantly, ¢ Giles, |-
—let me tay one word to him,” said she, try- | -
ing to follow him feebly, but I recalled :her (-
sternly and made her follow me. I had no|.
fear of. her now. Leah, whom I dreaded, |
was locked safely in her room, and this poor 1

life.
' 1 'think that' day was the-longest thatl

covered: her up warmly, and then sat'down'to |

——
S ——

Boing to let

nd asked wh-t he was doing. 8topped

© in yoqr
bas kept
o

again.” "1 ret
|fit'to’ bs Yefi a‘.alol;r::edi

T Hamilton ,

' illow you i K
hs?s%ﬁgwithiy m:}z. it
by mmer’\:_l

hiserkble affafrge”
88, 80 back for a Jittls w g » I
L kpow..if~he ordered me inp
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[my“swncrdbm1 skonld be obli

J]ﬂ_iy. ’wfpheeps her im c;ezkhged to ebep
¥Y the

#"""she i1 50 exhansed that gl roeing me
860D ; and then I will lie do:vx:l']'e Tu:: sleep
he thought there was no help for i, F?I::

drew back for me to pass ; but I wag gri‘;vad

g=belonging-to—yon shall-leave this |-t5-hear -his -footsteps- . "
house. If you ever set foot in Heathfield | that pacing alqwl;l::; ::1& ,30?::,8 time aftey

and it w
that [ wag

mg{ar that-she wag asleep, .
‘The passage was empty when 1 "
and the Srst faint straak_byf dawn “::I‘I:;iitlle

b, turning viaibly pale at ‘the idea of find- | g was too la*e then to think of going to b

I Jay down, dreesed as I'wae, and alept for o

* Your word I" was, the disdainful reply ; | cguple of hours ;' then the supshins ‘woke 1rg

snd I gotup and “took ‘my koth and felt ye.

ohoe | But she still lingered, There was & fraghed|

}Chatty brought me my tea early, and tolg

upwilling to guit our presence withont know- { me thut Mr, Hamilton “was walking in the
8 ' C A | garden.: “*And do you k y B

“ You will not be hard on Miss Etta, 8ir | sarved the girl, hrgét‘;lhle:ﬁ;,’ ':'.,l.: :glléthiot
She has donnl wrong, but she is a poor crea-| yerange must have happened since last even
tdre, and——"" Bat Mr. Bamilton walked lidg s for when -I looked ont of my wing :';

before six this mornkeg I saw mast

iog before the dcor, "and there wase eI:::;fg:;
ber bonp*, speakting %o him, and she went off
with Pierson, wheeling off her bomes on hia
tn’ck. I do believe she has really gone,
ll:':o z:::,ms:’nd not a. a:eatnre in the house

‘“‘Never mind:: it is not our basj

Chatty ; but I think I wilt go and spe:l:e:c:
your master when I have finished my %es,”

1 was to give yowm a message, ma am, —
that he wounld be glad 1f you cngul,d juin him
in the gavden as scowas you were up, as he
had to go scme distance, end he waxted tq
tell you about it.” I put down my cup af
once when I heard this, end hurried out into
the garden. B op

Mz, Hamilton wae pacing up and down the
asphalt walk a8 he bad paced tho pazenge last
night. He did not’ qu’ékbn‘ "bis steps when
he saw me, but walked’ Sowards ma slowly,
with the gait of & man-who hes & load on his
mind.

{ ““I .hardly expected you so early. Have
you Lad any rest at alb?’ Jooking at me

rather anxiously,

| ¢ Wes, thavk you; I have slept for two
hours. But you have not, Mr. Hamilton "

for he was lcoking wretchedly worn ard #l,

+ " Was it likely that I conld eleep ?” he re-
turned, impatiently, “*Bu$ I have no time
to waste. Atkinson will be round here
directly wilh the dog-cart. I um going o2 to
Liverpool by the 12.10 train,” )

*“To Liverpool ?” in unfeigned surprige;
. *“Yes; 1 bave been thin%ing ull night vha
is to. be done about my nnfortunste cousin,
She is- dependent on me,. and I caenot’iend
her away without finding. her a home. That
home,” pausing as though: 3o give emphasi
te hia words, “can never be nnder my nouf
again,’” :

¢ Iisuppoze cot.”

**The #in is of too black a dye for me to
bring myself to forgive her, 1f I were to say
that 3 foryive her I shonld lie.” And here
his face became durk again.. **She has dis-
raged that poor boy Eric,. and driven him
away from hie home ; -she as made Gladyss
life wretohed: her whole existence must
have been a tissue of decelt and treachery.
How could I sleep when ¥ was trying to
disentangle this mesh of deception and liea?
how do I know when shs has been true or
when whelly false?”

' “¢ T fear there has been.little truth spcien
to you, Mr, Hamilton,” & was thinking of
Gladys when I said that, but something in
my words seemed to atrike him.

‘¢ Ia there anything else I ought to know?
But no, X have no time for that: I must try
aud make some srrangements at once: she
cannot break bread with us again, The pec-
fh I want to find are old patients of mine.

was able to serve them once: [ feel as
though I have a claim onithem,”

* But you will be back seon ?" for I counld
not bear him to leave us alone.

" *To-morrow morning, ¥ will take the
night train up, but L shall be detaiced in
{ondon. Take care of Giladys for me, Miss
Garston. Do not tell her more than you
think necessary. Do not le$ Etta sce her, if
vou can help it; 'but I know yon will act for
the best.” Then, as ho looked at me, his
fave softened for n moment, I wiah I hed
not to leave you ; but you couid send for Mr,
Cunhiffe.”

¢ Oh, there will be no need for that,” I
returned, hastily, for the thought of the
wretched woman up-sta'rs would prevent me
from sending for Uncle Max. ¢ Come back
a3 quickly as you can, ond I will do my best
for Gladye.” =~ .

“X konow it. I can trust you,” he replied,
very gently., **Take care of yourself alao.”
Tucn, as the wheels of the dog-cart sounded
on'the gravel, he neld out his hand to me
gravely, and then turned away. A moment
afterwards I heard his voice apeaking to
Atkinson, and-us I entered the shrublery
Picrson was fastening the gate after them.

CHAPTER XLV,
¢ THIS HOME IS 'YOURS NO LONGER,”

. There are long grajda,ya in every one's

‘ A% 8O eV pnt: it ed- i the morning
hen' I got her ‘into her own room, I was | r,Spents it ssemed as thoughi the m
afraid Gladys might hear her, and'T insisted’ !;%ggr-lgo:: ;::'o T::g;-] 'F@O?gfn?i’tf :0:{':
ion her showing' mote self-control. My sharp | . "s dge, for .1 l'g.‘ wa onl Bk ath
fwords, had their . edeot’ after. a tims, but it ?':::-s]l:egef - or 1. slept;ax’ only weary yo

I P ST Lo
Sheer humanity, ' the: .mere instinct of
‘womankind; had obliged me -to- watch Mis
Darrell through-the previous night::- for sume

|@elicate embroidery of her French dresaing.. ‘hours ‘her hysterioal state: had :bordered on

frenzy. - I knew sléep was the.best restors-
tive in guch cdhés’: ahe would' walke quister

‘There would' be, no_acttal need for my ser-
.vices, and unless she sént for me I thought It
‘better: to, leave héf alonme: she was only

something . I  wanted,, when. .she sndden)y |, : in, th
Sheggied. it siiod Pnice,ant bogged [ susei®g (e el of o aws i i

of real penitence: to -glve me hope for the
fatape, ¢ oo
I ‘found Gladys awske when I returned
from the garden:in spite of my anxiety, it
g#v';c:'l me intensdé pleasdre to hear:her greeting
words, - o RS

, %O, Ursula, come and kiss me it is good
motrning'indeed.’ I-.wake 8o bappy; every-
thing ia so. lovely,—the sunshine, and the
birde, and.the Aowers . . And,.with a emile,
¢ii] 'wished somebody -could: have seen—'my
thoughta ‘ot -Max"*. “And:then, still-holdiog
me - fast;” % I ‘do not forget ‘my poor boy, in
spita of .my happitieas, “but' something tells
me that Erig, will tome’back.” " ' "

L (T be continued.)



