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before,” -Sing she could not in -her present

grief. - But thero. was music in_her heart of

hearts, and to it she sang interiorly, forget-
ting all around her, till she cime to the last

Jinea : » .
$ So long Thy power hath blest me, sure it stiil
ngl lead me on, - .
O'er monr and fen, o’er-crag and torrent, till |
The night is gone ; :

And with the momn those sngel facessmile
‘Which I have loved long since, and loat awhile.”

As the estranced girl went on, singing in
the deep eecret of her soul's samctuary the
pregnent words, and drinking in their hidden
melody, it was as if from near the Thyone on
high divine harmanies came down to her,
and the ““ angel faces,” 8o lately lost and so
loved, were smiling on her. Hotw long she
might bave remained thinking of the Light
which had led her so anrely onward, and of
the fature towards which the eyes of her soul
were turned, it were hard to tell. Butthe
door ‘was opened azddenly, and Viva's voice
atartled Rosa from her dream.

. _ ““Why, Rosette, I have been gearching

house and garden for you! And here is

ney toc, who is always afraid that some.
thing or somebody will spirit you away
again,”

Rose, blushing and confused, tried ia vain
to cenceal the letter which lay open an her

it ‘became his sister’s turn to purso him, with
the aid of Roee and .her sietirs. Thgv were
both discussing the exoiting news which had

on entered

aite points of view,—when -Gaston ¢ d,
The fatter

the sick-room, followed by Rose.
A

" Pupa,” she said, epeaking with an im-
petuosity that her father had never before wit-
nessed in her manner,** Papa, Gaston iz break-.
ing my heart with his' wild resolutiona—'"
¢ Breaking - her 'heart !” said Gaaton,
throwing his arm around his sister, and kise-
iog her forehead; **1 would die again and
again to save her hoart from grief that would
break it.” LI

** What has happened, .Gaston ?” inquired
his father. ** What havo yon said to her

*‘He aays he will join the Confederate army
this yery day !” said Rose, again bursting
into tears, ** And he means what he-saye,
papa I _

i J was comiog here, sir, to spealt to y>u
and to Aunt Louisa about this,” Gaston said,
** when Rosc stopped me. Of course, if
your indisposition turned out te be serious
illness, my duty would be to remain here till
you had recovered,” '
¢ Your duty must be not to think of leav-

just roached them,—though from moat oppo-

‘wes &ll in tears, laboring. under. some ‘extra-,
-|.ordinary emotion. '

'me,” the poor feilow pileaded, T
. *Yee, my poor erring ‘boy,” he eaid, * I
pray Qud to keep yov. But I fear that no
‘blessivg will come to you iil this ceurse, con-
‘demned as it would have béen by your grand.
father, and condemned aa-it:is by me.”

- *Denarest father,” Gaastonurged;:‘:say that
you-.love me still. It almost “breaks my
heart to do a thing—the first thing-in my
life-<to painyou. Oh, how I love you ! how
A ‘revere yaul how I cherish the remom-
brenes of your unbounded affection for your:
own little boy!” And he threw himself,
sobbing, into his futher’s -arms,  Wwhile the
fond father pressed him silentiy to his keart:
for awhile, and thea whigpered into hia enf
‘t Be true to God ! never wilfully offend Him
by cutward act or word or mobt secret
thought ! . oo
Aund Gaston torve himself nway, his siatars
following him, and Mrs. Ds Beaumont rc-
maining.to guiet.and soothe her sick brother, .
ufter this most trying ordeal. This was not
an easy tark, under the ciroumstances,
Sorely tried as Mr. . D'Arcy had been
within the  last two years, his physical:
power of endurance were now re-
duced almost as much as they counld Le,
His illness, on that account, was of o very
perious nature. He had not what might be
called political passions. But bis opinions

lap. To Genevieve her secret was no secret,
Bat she did not wiah to be questioned cu this
point even by Lucy. Besides, Lucy wans no
longer the pale, sickly, undergrown, (hild
Rose had lett her two years before. She was
now almost as tall as Genevieve, robust, with
ruddy cheeks browned by comstant exposure
to the air, and the look of cns eatistied with
the world around her, The truth iy, that her
unceasing activity in attending to all
the good worke bequeathed to  her
by Rose, had effected a complete revolu-
$ion in Lucy. She gave herselfl with her
whole heart to the good of othere, nud was
dearly loved in retrrn. This atmosphere of
love it was which had so rapidly developed
the pale, pining little flower of a pirl into the
Iresh, bright, a=d lovely young lady who had
throwh her arms round Rose's neck, and was
overwhelming her with caresses snd andear-
ing terma.
¢ Oh, Rose !” she exclaimed at length, ‘*do
put awsy those long letters from Andalusia,
and come back to your old friends. Como
ent into the sunshine with us. Muud has
gone for Charles, and wo shall take o stroll
through the grounds, I think all the
flowers will be the brighter tor a smile from
wou, And you, dear, will get back a little of
011111- color by taking one loving lock at Fairy
ell,
" How you rattle away, Luecy " Rose

Yeplied. f But I renlly cannot go imme-
diately, 1 have to give a few ordera to the
servants. So, i you will wait for me in the

shrubbery I shall be with you in a few min-
ates’ time,”
CHAPTER XXV,
OASPZOX D'ARCY JOINS THE CONFEDERATE
ARMY,

It was in vain that Louis D'Arcy made
every sacrifice fo rebuild his ruined
home at Fairy Dell, As his father
had  foreseen and foretold, the op-
poeing tides of armed conflict had poured into
the valleys between the parallel ridges of the
Alleghanies, and devastated alike the homes
of rich and poor, For the wealthy, in par-
ticular, but very little commisseration was
shown " by elther side whon the proprietors
did” not happen to sympathize with
themselves, Union me who had sons in
the Confederate service, though known them-
selves to have been loyal at overy risk,
were ruthlessly diepossessed by the Union
officers—by thoee, at least, who had a'per-
sonal motive in dealing harshly with such
peopls. And srdent secessiomists, who bad
made many sacrifices towards the Confederate
cause, but who chanced to have a son or some
other near relatives in the Federal morvice,
were treated with the same nndlsoriminating
injustice by the freehooters who disgrased the
Confederate uniform.

Thus it came to passthat both theHatehin-
sons and the D'Arcye were harried by the banda
who preceded or accompanied either of the in-
vading armies., Mr. Hutchinson's mansion was

. sacked bedause he was a member of Congress
at Washington, and Fairy Dell, even when
spared. by . the Uonfederates, was utterly
ravaged by the Union troops, becauee Gen-
eral De Beanmont happened to be a nephew
of the proprietor, and. because the latter’s
eldest son:was said to be serving under his re-
Iative in the ranks of Seceaslon,

Meanwhile Mra, Hutchinson and Luoy had
with great difficulty fonnd thelr way to
Washington, where they had taken up their

. wbode, while Mr. D'Arcy and his family were

‘- faxrced to seek a refuge at Mortlake.

i - Charles conld not be induced to abanden
“tHe old home and such of the faotory men
and Jumberers who still clung to the fortunes
of the D'Aroy family, and hoped for batter
times, Charles had formed his men into a
local guard, well equipped and armed, and
$heir number was inoreased by voluntecers
from ths neighborhood to the figura of
nearly two hundred. They weraall, or nearly
all, strong Union men. Bat their first and
sole object was to preserve their own neighbor-
tiood from the raids of the bands of outlawas and
wagabonds who swarmed in some parts of
that region, They had obtained the coun-
tenance of the Federal commanders in Ken-
tucky and Tennessee. But they protected
with anequal and most conscientious zeal
the fumilies of Seccesionists, as well ag' thoee
of Unioniats, from any annoyance.

Gaston D’Arcy, on the contrary, had from
the beginning felt himself inclined townrd the
Confederate cause. He would, it is true,
have made any sacrifice to prevent ssces-
sion, and to preserve inviolate the union of
Zhe States, But, seceasion having become an
accomplishod fact, he was for castiog his lot
with the South for weal or woe.

His enforced sojonrn at Mortlake during

his aunt's long illoess and her protracted con-

valescence, had confirmed him in his aympa-
thies. Louis Do Beaumont was an eloguent
advocate of Southérn“rights, and the affec-
tion which. Gastou bore her — and which
was Eecondd only to that +which he
bore his mother — had  made him an
easy proselyte, Besides the foremost posi-
tion in the Confederacy to which Colonel—
now Genernl—De Beaumont had been raised,
and his spléndid services, Were not withont
their fascination on hia young cousin, The

General had paid frequent, though brief

visits to his_siock mother during.the most
glorions period-of Oonfederate succeases, snd
clent to fire the

his very presence was -suffl
lol’i}hof Gaston, )
o repulec of the Federal armies he
Richmond, and the aubsequent series of ixol?
torien aobieved by Lee and his subardinates
impreseed Gaston with the conviction ).t
tha_ Scuth ‘was irresistiole; while tho
-enlightened piety of. his aunt no-less. than
the virtues of her Bon, and of her son's’ ad-
_ :n;u-nblle tfam‘lly, du_iblnwaithith the lcast
ruple about a poasible violatio
to the Central Gp:vernmenb.- " of hie duty

. ‘The first week'of May, 1863, had been ren.

ing thig till your tather is entircly woll,” said
Mrs. Do Beaumont. *“ Your father will
think that I have been tolking vou into
this,”

' Do not trouble yourself about it, Liouiea,”
Mr. D’Arcy replied, '*Gaston has often
spoken to me of late about this same deter-
mipation of his, Ho ust have his own
way.” .
'J"'Dear father,” gsid Gaston, ** I know that
I am giving you great pain. I know how
much opposed you ara to my views of politi-
cal duty. But it is duty, after all, and duty
elone, that impels me not ts remain idling
and living rleazantly here, while the South
is pouring forth her best blood on the battle-
field.’

¢ J wish,” replied Mr, D'Arcy, ** that the
same murderous hand which tock my father’s
lifo had also taken mine. Then, like him, I
should have lLsen epared the paia and the
shame of seeing my oldest son tighting againat
the frez gavernment for which my grand-
father fought and bled.”

** Dearest sir, let us pot discuss the ques-
tion of justice over again,” naid Gaaton, sit-
ting down by his father’s side, and kissiog
the hand that lay on the coverlet. ‘I wiah
I could see *hingas as you do, and as dear
grandfathar did. I Lelong to & younger
generation, in which different maxime snd
principles presail—"

] know ittoo well,” said Mr, D'Arcy,
bitterly. ‘' And I am glad that both your
grandfather and your mother were spared
the pang which I must now endure.”

support & cause in which my dear Frank and
8o wany of our nublest Cathulic men have
shown such z:al and won sach renawn.”

** Forgive me, Louiaa,” said her brother;
¢*§t is intolerable to me to think that the blood
of the D’Arcys should be shed in amy other
cause than that of the religion fer which
our fathers died, and that of the United
States, which thoy helped to catabiish by im-
periliog both thelr fortunes and their lives.”
¢ The United States established by Wash-
ington and his peers,” said Uaston, ** never
nimed at sacriScing one-half of the Unlon for
tho benefit of the other.”

* They have taught you your lesson well,”
his father answered; **and they found in
you a willing learner. Such were not the
doctrinee taught me by my father, or taught
you by me. Dot why consult me mt all?
Why not spare me the anguish of such a part-
ing a8 thia ?”

Rose and her sisters, overcome by this
manifeatation of feeling in their dear parenty,
in one from whom they had never yet heard
an angry or loud word, were weeping bitterly.
Gaston too was much moved by this un-
expeoted reelstance, So, Lkneeling, and
preesing to hin lips the hond which had
continued to hold, *¢ Father,” he said, ** you
do not believe that I oould do whet I knew
to be wrong? You do pot think yonur son
capable of sinning deliberately against his
conscience and his honor 1

* You have made up your mind to go ¥’
¢aid the father, gently but firmly.

¢ 1 have ; but ehall only go when the phy
giclap assures me there is no danger.”

¢ Do not stay for that,” the other naswer-
ed. * X do not think thereis dapger. If
there shonld be, and that God shonld call me
to join those I have so lately lost, I
shall be cousoled by the thought
that death shall spare me the pain
of seeing my son yeturn with hie hands
staiced with the blood of his brothers, and
wearing & uniform that Washington never
wonld have aoknowledged. It is better
that yoa shonld 2o at once, and that I shonld
8ae you no more.”

s And am I thus to leave you, without one
word of love or of blessing 7’ asked Gaston,
in o broken vaice. . )
“ Oh, do not go ! do not go !" nobbed Rose,
throwing herself on her knees by his side.

* Were it my determination to leave this
moment for the ranke of the Feqeral army,”
Gaston said, slowly, and looking his father
fulrl" in the face, * would you not Dbid me
° \

*"Aye, were I on my death-bed !"” replied
Mr. D’Arcy, vaising himself up, and speaking
with startling energy, *“This is the orisis of
cur uational life. And when the news of
yestorday s dieaster to the Union arms game
to us this morning, I shonld bave gcne myaelf
to Washington to do o soldier's service in my
country’s honr of need.” .

*“God help me?" maid Gaston, almost.
~overcome by this outburst. ¢ Father,” be
added, with infinite tendermess "in hia tone,
;g:fil’;’now that I never told you 'an un-

" % Never !" was tho reply, ' Nor did you
ever do an undutifall thing till this nnnatural
spirit of atrife and rebellion was sent.to ue
for our aine,”” o = -
_ ** Bolievie me, thep,when I say that nothing
but a deep sense of 'duty, nrges me to do, and
to do at'once, what I am now resolved to da."”

‘ You are your own master, Gaston,” the
father said, '*and I have no.power to control
.your actions..  But you muat not expect me
to sanction, directly or indirectly, the tep.
you are taking.” . LT

* I do not ask yeii. to'dono, I know that
would be to agliof you a.thing which your.
conscience ocandemns, .. Ohly | give me your
blessing, I shall never dishonor ‘my parent
or the nome 1 bear,” =~ =~

_“ Gaston,” eeid Mr, D'Arcy, turniog.on
him once more with the same sudden fierce-
nees, ‘* when war broke out between England
and the United States in 1812, they ap-
pointed me, althiongh only ‘s atripling, en
officer fn cne of the companies ordered to the
Conadian frontier,” The man who bore the
Teglmental Staraani Stripes wag shot.down
_bhy.mg tide on the battle-field, and I seized
the flag from his hand and - oarried it all

dered memorable by the

triumph of the Con.

ﬁk.‘._‘oug_h that dsy, although wounded itwice

B

o T

t

He clearly aaw, on the contrary, its imper. | ward to the battle-field, end Lucy petitioned
ections, But hia religions training under u | hara for leave to go with him,
father and grandfuther brought up in con- | ecepted. But, therenpon, Mrs. Hutchinson
eervative traditions, had taught him to rovers | berself, who was now in admirahle health, in-
in institutions and laws that were the out.|sieted on accompanying her hosband and
grawth of a people’s life, the amgust handi- | daughter.
work of nature herself, eanctioned and | msjor in the Federal cavalry under Rey
Louis D'Arcy, like | nolds, and, mother-like, she must be near

f

blegsed by nature’s God.
his ancestory, wonld have touched as rever-
8|
of American

to repair or alorn them,

of being ths head of the fomily—should take

up arms to destroy the Constitution of thy | he hastened forward himself to the neigh-

“You are too bard on your dear | United States,
bey, Loais,” said Mrs., De Deaumont,
' Surcly, itcan be no sin or noshame to |t

8

in politice, ns well us in religion, were based
an deep and conscientinus conviction. |
They were inherited trom his father and]
grandfather, and hud tbeir roots in his;
earliest education, in the mast cherished mem-
ories and associations of his life. As with
his father, so with him, the love of liberty—
of liberty founded on law and order and
religions principle—was indeed a passion

t

be temporal and the nataral order.
It was not that he considered it perfect,

ntly every port in the sacred edifice

both o worship and = passion,
intense auflering caused him by the thought
that his eldeat son—ao worthy in every way

of her son,
Ross, and begged that (zaston's name shonld
pot be mentioned, till his fever had abated
and his strength had retorned.

And thas Rose found herself once mors
the angel of the sick-room, the comfart of
her enffering father, as she had been of her
lost mother. With a heavy hcart, hardened
with sad forebodings about her sole remsin-
ing parent and with deep grief at the depart.
ura of Gaston, the devoted girl began her
ministration of love. This time, Geneviave
and Maud—no longer the thonghtless,
merry pair we have known them—were
the zealous and intelligent assistante of
their eldest sistar, Thus spriog and esrly
summer passed at Mortlake, between tho long
delirious sufferings of the noble father and
his tedioua and uncertain convalescence,
From Fairy Dell came rare messages,
in which Charles briefly told how the
tide of war—nf alteroate sunccess and
disaster to the Union arms — ebbed
and flowed along the courses of the Ten.
nessee and the Cumberland. From Mexica
came another letter of Diego’s, forwarded
across the Texan frontier to the nearest Con-
fedsrate headguarters, and thence sent on ita
erratic way to its destiation. Diego had
becomo bitterly opposed to the measures of
the French commanders, and, to avold cap-
tare and ill-treatment at their hands, had
taken refuge among the mora moderate
opponentes of Almonte, determined to uge
all his inHuemce in couneelling a concilia.
tory policy. Tho letter was full of expres.
sions of the mdst tender regard and chival-
rous devotion. It wus, indeed, most wel.
como to Rome, She read it over and over
again, weighing each expression, and "be-.
seeching fervently the continuance to the
writer of the Divine guidance.

My, D'Arcy, by the middle of June, waa
able to leave the eick-room, and wander out
with his daughters beneath the grateful
shade of the woods around his sister's man-
nion, or to sit on the border of the beanti-
ful lake while Rose and her sistera strove to
maka the houra pass most delightfully,
Gaston wrote to them every week, dwelling
thore on his own health or the incldents that
nearly concorned himaelf, than on tha snc-
cesses and designa of the Confederates. Hea
had been given u staff appointment.

But with the Iatter half of Juns came to
the South the thrilling intelligence that Les,
at the head of a mighty force, and seconded
by his bravest generals, had crossed the Poto-
mag, invaded Maryland, penetrated to the
capital of Pennsylvania, and was threatening
Washington itself. The friends of peace
in the Nortbern States—and they were
said to be in overwhelming majority—
werv {o profit by - this successful in-
vasion to compel Congress and the Presi.
dent to come to terms with the victorions
Confederates, There was rejoicing in Southern
homes, and Southern mothers and wives could
look forward to a glorious pesca and to the
speedy return of their dear ones. .

* 'We must now. beg the reader to accompany
us to Washington, Mrs, Hutchison and ber
daughter, now that they were deprived of
the revenues hitherto ylelded by their
praperty in tho~South, were compelled.to
live very. modestly. Nor was. thies very irk.
some to Mrs. Hutchineon’s quiet tastes and
gentle disposition, nor to -Lucys present
temper. The girl had never seen much of
city life. 'The -solid comforts of. her own
homo at Fairview, and the high-toned refine-
‘ment: of ‘Fairy Del], had .been Lucy’s social
world till then, The glimpsea ahe obtained
ot fashionable Washington society, at herfirst.
arrival in that city, only forced her to look
back with infinite rogret to their delightful
intercourae with the D’Arcy-family, Her
best, and  indéed her only friends in Wash.
_ington were some old Maryland families,—
the degcendants of those who had founded the
colony under Lord Baltimore, and whose
heart, though aorely grieved by the breaking
ap of the Union, was nevertheless set sgainst
the war, Co o

Mra, Hutcbinson and her daughter, as lang
as they had been in North Carolina, had firm.

conatitutional Fberty that [ to-be-forgotten days ?
needed amendment, as he would have ap. | had contracted a warm friendship for a family
proached the consecrated altara of his faith | living nesr Frederic City,

toris name, and devotediy attached to the
This reverence was, therefore, in bis family | D’Arcys. In their hospitable monsion Mr.
Hence the | Hutchinson was invited to stay with his

ried to ecothe and comfort him. He con-{in which his son was serviag.
idered Gaston’s courge to be the resnlt of her | though much exposed during the unequal
persuasion and of thearguments and examples | and eangninary battle of July the first, had
So, ho besonght her to send him | escapasd without a wound, and had dis-

by. Mr. ‘Hutchinson, . his- wife “and deugh-
ter sorprised others—and were sometimes
not ~a little. surprised themselyes—by-

their: - ontspoken - Southern  sympathies.
Our "Yeaders . may. remson about:
matter as they - wil), 'but the fact \is,

that - the good, ladies .ware 51&&: af, heart.
.when  Burafide was: repulted with such’
fearfal -slaughter at Frederickeburg,-.asnd:
when Hooker was 8o badly defeatéd at Ghan:
Belloraville, -~ . T .
‘~ Mother and daughter—to their praise beit.
said—gave muoh of their tizie!to. - the. service
of the hoapitale.’ Lucy,- especially, wna un-
#irlog, deveted, and most &killtul in her
attendance on the alok,—an thone, in partiva-
lar, who baifed from tha border States. And
thas, with bat scanty tidings fiom their desc-
lato home amid- the :Carolinian: mountains,
the aummer of 1863 dragged wearily along
for Lucy and her mother. At lepgth all
.Waghington waa.thrown into. a fever. of ex-.
citement and alarm by thoe progress of Lee'a
smlendld army into the richest walleys o

Peonsylvania, :
It was on the morning of the 2ad of Jaly
that Mr. Hutchinson was roused from his
bed by the arrival of a speciul messenger,
who informed him that lee had concen-
trated all his forces for a decisive struggle
at - Gettysburg, and that the Union army,
which had beep hastily thrown forward toop-
pose him, had been almost annihilated on the
preceding day. General Meade, it was said,
who Lad suddenly superseded Hooker in the
chief command, was hurrying up with sll his
availuble t{roops to reparr the disastor. At
tho asme tims volunteer nurses were called
for to go to the front and attend to the wants
of the thousands of wounded, abandoned

with hum.  Aud sll nis life he had been ac- | without shelter or help of any kind in the

castomed to look upon the Constitution of | feaiful hent of early July.

he United States as ihe surest snd only | was the rule with all the great battles of

sofegunrd of the nation’s liberties, both in zhﬂ war—a daadly struzgle of seversl days’
uration,

It wau to be—aa

Mr. Hutchinson resslved at once to go for-

She was

For her boy—her only son—wasa

him in danger.
Why recull the terrors cf these never.
Lucy and her mother

beering a his-

wife and davghter while the battles of the
second and third of July were in progress.
There he forced the ladies to remain while

borhuod of the battle-field, and put himself

It was in vain that Mre. De Besumunt|in communication with the cavalry corps

Frask,

tinguished himself in the desperate battle of
tho third. Duoring the torrential rain that
fell on the evening and throughont the night
of that memorable day, Mr. Hutohinson used
his influence an a Member of Cougreéss to
visit thousands of Confetarate woanded and
unwounnded prisoners within the Union lines,
inquiring particular after those of North and
South Caroling.

What were his surprise and borror to dia-
cover among those who had besn most dresd.-
fully womnded, Gaston D'Arcy! A shell
had burat under his horse's feet as he was
bearing, in the hottest of the last day’s fight,
an order to the Confederate commander on
the extreme right, and the fragments had
shattered bia left arm, tearing away two
fingers of the right hand, breaking hia left
jaw, destroying almost totally the cartilage
of the noze with the left eye, and =0 injuring
the right aye that, even if he could recover,
1(_}fxuiton must remain maimed and blind for
ife.

His own men, as they were heaten down
frcm the slopes of Cemetery ridge, had passed
over him, crushing him still more, and lats in
the evening only, with scme prisoners who
had eurrendered there, and the mingled
Federal and Confederate wounded, poor Jas-
ton was picked up and burne to the ambu.
lances. VWaa the spirit of his mother, and the
guardian angels ot her homre, hovering near
that field of slaughter, and watching over
thut young life, to preserve it for auflering,
and for the heroic purposes which can never
be amchieved without suflering ? Liet us be-
lieve it.

Mr, Hutohinson forgot everything in the
joy of having tound one whom he loved as
desrly as hia own son, Poor Gaston had
fortunately fallen ints good hands. For
evenin there, amid all the herrors of
that night ot storm, susceeding three days
of blood, therse were nobls womem who
bhad oo me from far and near to minister to
the wounded as only women can., Gaston,
faint from loas of blood, had received at the
kind hands of these ladles such restoratives
ae his ead plight demanded, aud grateful for
the care of which so many thonsands were
at that moment deprived, he was waiting for
the surgeon’s coming, lifting his soul to the
throne of the All-Father, and thinking of the
dear ones at Mortlake, and of his brother
Charles ot Fairy Dell. -

Thus, faint but oalm, patient and hopeful,
Mr., Hutchingon found the noble boy, guided
to him by one of the CUonfederate prisoners,
wha was only elightly wounded, and who was
trying to make himself serviceable, .
‘“Gaaton,” he eaid, placing his mouth near
the wounded man’s ear, ** 'tis your old friend
and neighbor, Hutchinson, Press. my:hand
if you recoguize me.” = | ’ )
pressure from the only:

There was a warno
available hand. N
'*Gaston, .ny dear bay,” he continued,
making a great effart to be.calm, *'I shall
not leave yon one moment till X ‘ses: you
safe in the hands of Mi%: Butohin-
son and Ludy.. ' They _ars. mot ' far
from this, I have ment ‘& notp to Fraok to
bring them here, And, in oagé ha'is inipai-.:
suit of the retreating Confederates, I have
paid & tarmer-lad to go for theni immediataly,
promising_him_ three_times ’thé ‘amount -as
soon ag he brings them here, o, thankiGod
that you -have not’héen Jefton the battle.fleld
this awful night] And now keep my.
bond ; for T will” not Quit you' #ill my wife.
comes." AR NI L ey VL .

The wounded men oould only squeeze again:
and :again the-friendly hand that -.he.-geld
in his own.' : The mouth was' thiclé :with
clotted blood: and.t the -:’tomgue :torn
snd  ewollen.. Only:.'a "Heavy ~groan
could nocompany .the grateful ~-preasure
.to testify the sense of seourity and the perfect
confidence that Gaston felt.. - ‘Early the next
moraing, Mra. Hutchinson and her daughter
wers - by the aide of. the sufferer, - Lucy had
wept all.the way. But- the sights they met
with at every etep were more than. sufficient
to oall forth:the tears of any true woman.
8o, Mrs, Hutchinson did not divine.the real

ly and consistently upheld the ‘polioy of the
Republican party,~not so much, pexjhnp‘s,_

the |- -

-| the dear-frien

-the early missionaries, too, who devoted their

.| domestic maunfactures to whichk they had so

.mother.to’ you."
%;:ietly'jiﬁlqng_ to Mr., Lancaster’s, where we
shall ndrse yon tenderly.” - - -
* Yes, Gaetop, my dear, dear boy, I amso
.happy to be nesr you,” said Mra. Hutchingon'
ithronghivher’tears, | « 3 , .~ Wt
. What could-the paor safferér. do- bnt moin
‘pitifully .jn_his mute sgony,.dnd press in re-:
coguition_of all'théir kiLdness -the bands-.of.
ds thus so’providentially sent to-

him? S . B T
‘“Now, Julia, ;my dear,” broke in 'Mr,”
Hutchiasop, ** we mist uot aistreas Guaton by,
too mach talk, Youwsiud Luey muct keep hia
wounds an-gool #8 you cen in this ‘dfeadfal
Meather ; and he must be kept qnict, if we
would nob have him in a raging fever,
"Gaston, my boy,” he continned,’ addreesing
the invalid, ** we are going to take you home
now by elow stages, I have hired six mea to
-earry-you..gently .in a hammock,.resting by
the way, aud your three friends shall uot
leave yaur side a' moment.”
And thus with -every care aud precaution
which ‘trua love could suggest and money
provide, (aston - was ‘carried to Mr. Lancas-
tar's ample and hospitable mansicy - There,
iu the ‘bosom -of a family. boznd to his own
by ties of friendahip -running through several
generations, he was surrounded with «l! the
consolations of his own rehgioun faith,—so
welcome alwaya to the heart of the stainless
youth, and nursed with unwearied tendeiness
by Mre. Hatchinson and Lucy, as well as by
the ladies of the Lanoaster family,
He_ra we must leave him awbile and return
to Diego de Lebrija .in Mexico, and to onr
friends at Mortlake and Fairy Dell,

CHAFTER XXVI.
THE BANE OF BEAUTIFUL MEXICO,

While this memorable month of J-lv wag
filling with duspeakable grief 80 muny nearts
and homes in our once happy and united
country, Mr. D'Aroy was steadily regaining
strength nt Mortlake ; and Rose, to whom
her sister looked up with a singular mix-
ture of half filisl reversnce and unbounded
affection, was pushing them rapidly through
their studies of music and literature,
while she was herself completing her own
educaticn under ths direction of her dear
Aunt Louira. ’
‘They had sgreed never to discourse on the
vexed political question, and to derive from
each other’s society all the pure pleasure they
could, without allowing the events which
were happeniug in the outside world to dis-
tarb the sweet calm of their own fireside.
In the firat week of July, just when the
telegraph and the pressin the South wers
disguising, a8 best they might, the disasters
befallen the Confederates at Vickaburg and
in Pennsylvania, Mr. Ashton, from New
Orleans, contrived to send to Mortlake the
following letters from Mexico, which had
come {rom Vera Cruz by steamer ;
¢ OposURA, State of Sonara, June 5, 1863
 Miss Rose,—My most dear und honored
Lady :
‘“1 owe your dear and revered grand
father, Don Francis D'Arcy, a deep debt of
gratitude for his letter writtrn to me aa you
were leaving Ronda, The fatherly advice it
contains, and the description he gives in it
of Mexiocan parties and politics, are to me
most invaluable. Indeed, I find out daily
more how profound his insight is into the
ca::u of Mexivo’s weakness and chronic un.
rest,
‘“But he must forgive me if I say here,
that the few lines which he permitted yon to
write to me at the end of his letter have in
my estimation a far greater value. I have
cut your words out of the letter and have
placed them near my heart, with the hope
that they may daily warm it to high aims
and still higher deeda.
¢¢ Shall I tell you that my coming to this
remote place, almost on the frontier of the
United States, {s mainly due to my ardent
desire to follow your grandfather’s counzel
in seeing with my own eyes and studying on
the spot the great thinga achieved for Mexico
by her former misslonaries, and thereby toep-
preciate the blessings conferred on New Spain
by Religion, and the atill more precious bless.
ings contemplated by her, when an unchris.
tian polioy ruined everything ? This same
study, Ialso hoped, would dispel from my mind
the prejudices in which unbelief had taken
root, and which you, my dearest Lady,
Iabored no eloguently to combat while I was
privileged to be in yourcompany.
s This oity is the capital of a distriot
chiefly inhabited by the Opatas, a tribe of
American Indians numbsring atiil some 50,000
souls, and admirably civilized by thelr ever.
to-be-regretted religious teachera, Among
the beat families of the country are some cou-
nected with me by blood ; in the ueighboring
mountains are mines of incaleulalie richness
that belonged toour family in colunial times,
and in the valleys are beauntifu! and fertile
haciendas that were our property. Among

lives to the work of obristianizing the na-
tive Mexioan tribes, was one of my mother'a
ancestors. ‘ o
So, besides’ the wish to tear myself away
from the theatre of war around Mexico, and
that of diminiahing the distance that sepa-
rates us, I had the greatest inducements to
visit Sonora. ' : )
My friend, Senor Don Vincente Aguilar,
himself a native of thir States, and higkly re-
speoted by all parties in the republic, accom-
panied me, making my long journey hither a
perpetaal delight. Our friends had a swift
coasting ateamer ready for us ‘at Mazatlan,’
and a pleasant sail up the Gulf of Californis
brought us to Guaymas, Thence to Oposura
we travelled leisorely, received - everywhere
'with unbonnded hospitality, and helped by
our entertainers at every town to examine all
:that. was interesting in the naighbgrhood; :
#-4¢ OF course I'was charmed - by the - varied |
magnificence of the country surrounding the
City. of ‘Mexloo, and. of Its incomparable
mineral ‘and ogrienltural ' remources, ]
had, . bowsver, ~ Ho  conception of: the
benuty, fertility, and mineral . wealth of; this|
remote province, More even than the Valley..
of Mexico iteelf, it reminded me of theirich.:
ost distriots of my unative - Andalieia. : But,
what abeve all impressed me were the estab.’
‘lishments left behind by the mitgionaries so
‘rathlesely’ expelled ‘in 1767, and " in" partion-
lar, the system of intelligent agriculture and

onrefully trained the Opatas in .this part of.
Sonors, ag they did the other: native. tribes:
elsewhere. ... . ' LT
"4 The splendid residence and.college which
they had erected in Oporurd, striking even
in' theéir ruinsthe eyes of ‘the bsholder. with.
wonder, were the: central- schoole for : both
the Indian and Spanish'youth. - Both -atudied,.
in the now denolate halls, all the' soionoss of
Europe nnder men; who: belonged by 'their
birth to the first nobility of Spain; and.added
every intellectual acoomplishment and every
sapostolic virtue - to the- distinotion of rank.
. Their church stands there.still, magnificent in

here is mamms, too, who has come: to ben:
* You are.going.10"be taken

|:torea and/onithe hill-sidey wan.

-|-zeul, however,
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of thosame faith, and the zea
ance of the same civic duties,
the church, the public tquare,
—but not mixing by mairiage,
fifty thousand Opatas have their own score of
towns where they dwell in security, having s
large and well-armed military foree nn§"
their own lenders. industrions,
patriotic; . treasnring, in .spite.of the too
ovident degeneracy around them, the virtyes
tought: them by the guiden whose loss they
still _deplore, and tainted, as well aa theiy
Spanish neighbors, aaly with the vicea which
theso guides alone could have effecinally
combated,

*¢ The Basques and Uatalonians, who were
the first colonists of this lovely mountain
reglon, srs as pure-tlooded to-Gay us when
they left the North of Spain. There iy
the same bright complexion and, in very
many families, the same blue eyes cne. stii]
meets with in the Biecaye and Cutalonis,
There is, moreaver, the aame chivalraus zense
ot honor, and the same noble hoepitality.
‘Would that the abundance of money and the
many leieure hours enjoyed after Inbor in sp
favored a climate, did not saperinduce the
horrible vice of gambling! Would to God,
aleo, that the voice of their former religious
teschers and models were still here, ta regu-
late their pastimes as well as ta denounce
their pasaion for the monte-tables !

** 1 bave questioned the oldest inhabitants
I bave met with—Indians as well as Spaz-
iarde—about the abusea_that led the Spanish
King to destroy these beautiful beginnings,
and thas to mar the bright and rich promise
of this moral and religions aprinptide. 1
could only obtain one aniwer from &ll,—the
answer handed dowe among them from
father to son, —-that the local authorities here
and in the mother conntry were jealous of
the influence exercited by the missionarias
over the civilized Indiaps. Add to
this the resistanco constantly opposed
by the prieats to the greed end
avarice of the Spanish settlers ang
adventurers,—and their heraic opposition to
the. efforts ccnstantly mede by the colonial
governments and the great landed pro-
prietors, at introducing into these flsurishing
missions the system of servitnde imposed on
the native population near Mexico.
! With the sappression of the missions, the
exile of the missionaries, and the dowafall of
the glorious system of graduated education
over which they presided, came the degra.
dation of all rauks of the clergy and laity,
No body of men were found or could bs
found to take the place, in schoolroom and
profeenor’s chair, of thefthousanda of men
who taught most effiviently and tacght gma.
tuitously in the splendid cstablishments
ghat_: covered the whole territory of New
pain,
¢ Since then Freemasonry has enlisted in
ita ranks nearly all the men of Mexico ; the
men, I mean, who are active and foremoat in
every walk of life, in every one of the Jearned
protessions, in every line of trade and indue.
try. In most parts of Mexico a man oan be
nothing, can do pothing, can expeot neither
patronage, influence, nor power, or success,
unless he belongs to these secret societies that
are the sworn and deadly foea of the Church,
“I have had the misfortune to join thes
aocieties myself, when only a stodent in
Paris, and, though I have never reached the
highest gradea in them, I have risen high
enongh, and know far too much, not to be
convinced that, as they chiefly or solely
wrcught the bane of our colonial empire &
century ago, mo now they are consnmmating
their werk by degradiog the clergy of Mexico,
by despoiling the Church, by dechristianizing
education, and with education, the laws, the
sdministration of justice, the policy of gov-
ernment, the whole of Mexican society.
=.!* L am, as you see, daily discovering how
widely I had departed from the trus path.
That I did not fall into other gnares Iaid for
my ignorance, my inexperience and my in-
nocence, I must .owe to the prayersof my
dear and saintly mother, now with
God, and to those of such interce:
sors ae the holy missfonary, who labored ®o
long and so well on this same soil. Buf,
juet as I can measure the effecta of a long
drought over the most fertile regions, or the
destructive energy of the plague of locmts
by the destruction and barrenness they leave
behind, even so can I now, here in Merico,
estimate the malign influence of infidel Free-
masonry by tho moral ruin cansed in aland
which was once & joy to men and angsla.
. It was to me a bitter disappointment
to find, while in the oity uf Mexico—and ic
official and confidential intercourse with tte
most trusted leaders ot hoth of the great
political parties—that the Conservatives, by
appealing to foreign. aid, and by msrching
sgainst their, conntrymen by ths side of s
toreign invader, had forever ruined theirown
inflnence, o |
¢ X came up hera fof this purpose—aport
from the motives I havo already enutmerated,
to see whether the populationa of these re-
mote provinces were still heartily attacked to
the ancestral religion)'and how fer they could
form = nuolens for the Conssrvative party o

part in’
bayonaet, : )
. %"There is a'feel ing of weariness abont the
leading men with whom' I daily come into
contict, © Théy 'ere. prosperous: and hapfy
‘heré amang thelr iiative bills,’ -They are dé&
_slrots ‘of caltivating alt’the resources of their
‘ocuntry. to the ntmoat, They would willingly

‘ealling in the stranger and his

‘opened by sea and by land'between their o¥n
‘teeming ~ uplanids’ - And':valleys -and the
‘graab'&{eﬁi;.bllg‘_df: *the- North, ' They 8I¢
most ‘anxicus to- seq ‘their -ohurclies BY
dther- religlons ‘establishments ag seonre, A8
'prosperous; 88 progtessive;na they know them
to- bein’ the United * States, *- Hence, - in my
‘conversations, I kave dlfcovered' that mor
than :one enlightened’ and’ truly - religios®
‘Mexican would not be ‘sorry to seo: his 0%
‘Dative state annexed to your confederation
=4 Moreover; enlightetied men of the worl
‘in’theso ‘parts do not bélieve that *the’ Slate
will succeed in' the ‘presént giganti®
“war, Nor “do they desire it. " They kno¥
that;the Confederacy, once’it’ was a_.pknogf'
ledged ns an’independent;: power;; would ;
.come aggressive towards - éxico, "and thsty
‘too, solely in the interests of slavery. Th'{
do not wish to’ 838 ‘slavery reappesring 0o¢
mére on their soil, ¢
T e (o be continued ) ...
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