e

5,3 FOPR S ETC A O
Y T Rl

g - 6 i o vl NN e o AN N .
75 yekr, and’jiader thig latitude,:tBa Bky scarcply | tion, landed about twenty dancers and sirigers,’| tacktie/LhCoghth 3 200 YOI Mo g - 0 e
be- | '@)]!,éﬁem&‘tv‘ie’éﬁ“?uyﬁset and‘dawn, ang: \qui{m_‘ fifteén<totwenty :yéars-of-age, Wrappe hffor ahi instanl /j ,blh&,l;gad__lefﬁhé’r: hra:;gs’ tn
©7 -~ hindgi " 27| 4h6 - afeeraman light,enoughVto guideswhis [im-old-cloake, which:covered their gpangled|"that of her. companion, soon turng 10
* . Wako in mé charity for.the suffering poor— .| Sleamer among th¢ Dumerous "¥esselsZgoingl “dresseir\These dresses, just thon glancing in -1t} Q.3 -,/,Er.;f < 3
gThere- comes ' thal contribution™3plate once | up or down the Vélgs:;- - =iz ° ‘;—”_f:_?a"‘“f‘?,‘th!?i??"% of the .snn,‘r__a_m\l_pggq‘i_g.‘hﬂg‘hgeb f “At{ at dig 80Ce are )
Lomore) L R R Betwaen, eléven and two, however, thé,ioon];théicurloudapperrance which helisd:observed |t Ningamundrod: yerses, SATHE /B8,
" “Pake from my soul all feellngs covetous, . 4.~ |-beinginew itiwas almoat dark.. “Nearly all tho-'guripgithbmight., It must-have'heen tigglitef i Nina hundred out o ot Q“If?n-,‘-igzxﬂ .
- ("1} have a dress like that or malte a figs.) {-passetigers were fast; asleep on-the deckiand | tét-of thosatspangles in: the ‘bright flapesis: -gv.al,"!_ift}’m°w*%99°9e_, - -VP,.?%“ “‘-‘%E‘P“ :
- i L ! {'the silebice Was disturbed only:by the‘ndise'otr:smn(.%g,dd’enlz;{;pm; the Steamboat’s. fannel. -Nal dxg._,féllﬁv*r‘ea chael - Sfrogoff to thd re-
- Tgtlove for all mykind oy spiibdlies | hing paddlen striking tho water at regular. in|.which had attractedbigattention. . - | staumnt. -Sheale littlo, 8/a Potr girl whos
Ly ved . el terval@®  AnXiety Lept ~MicHae! Strogoff |- " Evidently,” said Mighné] Yo himself, ¢ this | means q;gism_q.ll_'wot_ﬂd do.: M:g};a_el; St g0
Let me In Tratb’s fair Pafés takedelight,  <|awake, He.walked op and-down; but always |troop-of. Téigdnes safter.reinaining belowgall | thought it best. o content, hingelf with:
through to g y ice, :aay,*.hroucliedmna’gr't_he forecastle during the ‘faré-which satisfiéd -his compainjon; and n;

(I'll read that other nove) thro _gl_ght.)

Make me contented with my earthiy stats,”
(I wishT'd marrled rich, but’s it's too late.)

Glve me a heart of faith in all my kind,

{Miss Brown’s a8 blg a hypocrite as you'll find.)

Help me to see myrelf ns others see,
{This dress i8 quite becoming unto me.)

Let meact out no falsehood, I appeal,
{I wonder-if they think these curis arereal.)

Makamy heart of hnmility the fount,
(How glas;l I am our pew is so far in front.)

FI11 me with patience and the sirength to walt,
(I know he'll preach until our dinners’s late.)

Take from my heart each gran of self-concelt,

(I’m eure the gentlemen must thlgk me sweetl.)

Let salnily wisdom be my daily food,
(I wonder what they’ll have for dinner good.)

Let not my feet ache ii) the rbad to Bght,
{(Nobody knows how these shoes pioch and bite.}

1In this world toach me to deserve the naxt,

(Cburch out, * Cnarles, do yon recollect the
text 2" :

—American Daper.

Mic_haelonStrogoﬁ,

THE COURIER OF THE CZAR.

—

By Jules Yerne.

OHAPTER ViI.—CoNTINUED,

The man wtih the Learty voice spoke Bus-
sian, but with a foreign accent; andthe other
speaker answered him more reservedly in the
game language, evidently, however, not his
native tongue.

« What! said the first, # are you on board
this boat, too, my dear fellow; you whom 1
met ot the imperial fete in Moscow, and just
canght a glimpse of at Nijoi-Novgorod!”

« Yes, it's me,” answered the second, dryly.

@« Well, really, I didn't expect to be so
closely followed by you.”

#«Indeed! I am not following you, sir; I
am preceding you.”

# Precede! precede! Letus march abreast,
Xkeeping step, like two soldiers on parade, and
for the time, at least, let us agree, if you will,
that one ghall not pass the other.”

¢ On the contrary, I shall pass you,”

«« We shall see that, when we are on the
theater of war, but till then, why, let us be
traveling companions. Later, we shall have
both time and occasion to be rivals.”

# Eoemies.”

¢ Enemies, if you like. There is a preci-
sion in your words, my dear fellow, which is
particalarly agrecable to me. One may al-
ways know what one bas to look for with
you.”

% What is the harm ?”

“No harm at all. 8o in my turn, I will
a._ak your permission to state our respective
situations.”

 State away.”

¢t You are going to Perm—1like me ?”

& Like you." ‘

' =-nbably you will go from Perm to

SiA e speed/ot:thie

" { then found himself in the part reserved for

——me.

.in-the sfern-of the steamér, — Once, however,
he happened to .pass the'féngine-room. He

second and third-class passengers.
There, every one wag lying asleep, notonly
on the benches, but also on the bales, .pack-
ager, and even the deck itself. The men on
the watch above were standing about the fore-
castle,. Two lights, one green, the other red,
hung over the starboard and port sides and
sent a few rays along the steamboat’s bul-
warks.

Some care was necesssary not to fread on
the sieepers, who, were lying about every-
where. They were chiefly mujiks, accustomed
to hard couches, and quite satisfied with the
planks ofthe deck. Butno doubt they would,
all the same, have soundly abused the clumsy
fellow who happened to rousc them with an
accidental kick. = . .
Michakel Strogoff took care, therefore, not to
disturb any one. By going thusto the end of
the boat he had no other idea but that of
striving egainat sleep by a rather long walk.
He reached the other part of the deck, and
wns already climbing the forecastle ladder,
when he heard some one speaking near him.
He stopped. The voices appeared to come
tom a group of passengers enveloped in
cluaks and wraps, so that it was impossibic to
recognize them in the dark. But it some-
times happened that, when the steamer’s
cbimney sent forth a plume of ruddy flames
among the volumes of smoke, the sparks
seemed to fall among the group as though
thousands of spangles had been suddenly il-
luminated. Michael was about to step up
the ladder, when a few wordg reached his car,
distinctly wuttered in that strange tongue
which he had beard during the nightat the
fair.

Instinctively he stopped to listen. Pro-
tected Ly the shadow ot the forecastle, he
could not be perceived himself. Asto see-
ing the passengers who were talking, that
was impossible. He was obliged to confine
himself to listening.

The first words exchanged were of an im-
portance—to him at least—but they allowed
him to recognize the voices of the man and
woman whom he had heard at Nijni-Novgorod.

-y

elight/4hw slight breeze cauged by~
5‘5“'15“:::3;._.& this _time.of-

the-worian swho:had played ths spy, 0
_With-therfizand no doubb undertheif d

‘night.7-Were'these gypsies trying to show
theriselves:as littlé as possible 2 “Such is not
according to the usual costom of their race.”
Michael Strogoff no longer doubted that the
.expressions he had heard which.so clearly-re-
ferred to Him, 'hed proceeded from this tawny
-group, and hrd been exchanged -betweenthe
old.gypsy.and.the woman named -Sangarre.——
Michael involuntarily moved toward the
gangway, ag the'Bohemian troop was leaving.
the steatzboat, ‘ot to retuin to it again.
The old Bohemian was there, in a humlle
attitude, little comformable with the effront-
ery natural to histace. - One would have said
that he was endeavoring rather to avoid atten-
tion than to attract it. His:-battered bat,
browned by the suns of every clime, was puil-
ed forward over his wrinkled face. His
arched back was bent under aL oldcloak, wrap-
ped closely, round him, notwithstanding the
heat. It would have been difficult, in this
miserable dress, to judge of either his size or
face. . Near him was the Tsigane, Sangarre, a
woman about thirty years old. She was tall
and well made, with olive complexion, magni-
ficent eyes, and golden bair, and carried her-
self to perfection.
Many of the young dancers were remearkably
pretty, all possessing the clear-cut features of
their race. These Tsiganes are generally very
attractive, and more than one of the great
Russian nobles, who try to vie with the Eng-
lish in eccentricity, bas not hesitated to
choose his wife from among thesegypsy girls.
Ono of them humming a song of astrange
r(l;ythm ; the first lines might be thus render-
e :

" «Glitters brightly the gold
In my raven lncks streaming,
Rich coral around
My graceful neck gleaming;
Like a bird of the alr,
Through the wide world I roam.”
The laughing gir], no doubt, continued her
song, but Michael Strogoff ceased to listen to
it. .
Indeed, it struck him just then ihat the
Tsigane, Sangarre, was regarding him with a
peculiar gaze, as if she wishked to fix his fea-
tures indelibly in hier memory.
It was but for a few moments, when San-

This, of course, made him redouble his at-
tention. It was, indeed, not at al! impossible
that the Tsiganes, a scrap of whose conversa-
tion he had overheard, now banished with ail
their fellows, shonld be on board the Cau-
casus.

And it was well for him that he listened,
for he distinctly heard this question'and an-
swer made in the Tartar idiom:

« It is said that a courier has set out from
Moscow for Irkutsk.”

«It is so said, Sangarre; but either this
courier will arrive too late, or he will not ar-
rive at all.” .
Michagl Strogoff sfatied involuntarily at
this reply, which concerned hini so directly.
He tried to see if the map and woman Who
had just spoken were really those whom be
suspected, but the shadow was too deep, and
he conld not succeed.

Ina few moments Michnel Strogoff had re
gained the stern of the vessel without having
been perceived, and taking a seat by himself
he buried his face in his hands. It might
bave besn supposed that he was asleep.

garre herself followed the old man and his'
troop, who had already Ieft the vessel.

« That's a bold gypsy,” said Michael to him-
gelf. ¢ Could she have recognized me as the
man whom she saw at Nijni-Novgorod?
These confounded Tsiganes have the eyes of
acat! Tbhey can see in the dark; and that
woman there might well know- ” :

Michael Strogoff was on the point of follow-
ing Sangarre and the gypsey hand, but he
stopped. . .

% No,” thought he, “ no unguarded proceed-
ings. If I were to stop that old fortune-
teller and his .companions, my incognito
would run a risk of being discovered. Be-
sides, now they have lauded, before they can
pass the frontier, I shall be already beyend
the Ural, I kmow that they may take the
route from Kasan to Ishim,
resources to travelers, and besides a tarantass,
drawn by four good Biberian horses, will al-
ways go faeter than a gypsy cart! Come,
friend, Korpaunoff, make yourself easy.”

By this time the old man and Sangarre had
disappeared in the crowd.
Kusan is justly called the ¢ Gate of Asia,”

frac-

") séated themselves in the stern, and, without

| He was a much esteemed physician at Riga.

Jjourney, and.yet she did not hesitate to un-

but that affords no | Pite, aud, extending over the Ural Moun-
taing,” encroaches ‘onm - Siberian territory.,

Bt theso beaitios of nathre o

it the ouldiiotdis:
“teactThe thdpghts of the young: Liv -even

 legs -than twenty. minutesiMichael:-Strogoff
and Nadia. returried on deck...’ There:they

other preamble, Nuadia, lowering her voice so
a8 to be heard by him alone, began - -, .

u Brother, 1 am Sthe danghter of an-exile.
My name is Nadia Fedor. My ‘mother “dled’
at Riga scarcely-a-month-ago, and-I'anrgoing-
to Irkutsk to.rejoin my. fyther.and.share .his
exile? { ! % if 14 Jhiijovicorid
"~'w1,"too, am going to Irkutsk,” answored
Michael, *and I shall thank heaven if it en-
ables me to give Nadia Tedor:safe-into her
father's hands? L

. #*Thank you, brother,” replied Nadia.- . .-

Michael Strogoff ihen added -that he had
obtained a special podorajna . for Siberin, and
that the Russian authorities could in no way
hinder him. . o T

Nadia asked nothing more. .She saw..in.
this fortunate meeting with Michael a. means |
only of accelerating her journey to her fatber.

«} had,” said she, “ & permit which author-
ized me to go to Irkutsk, but the order of the
Governor of Nijni-Novgorod annulled that,
and but for you, brother, I 'should have been
‘unable to leave the town, and without doubt’
I ghould bave perished.” '

«And dared you, alone, Nadia,’ said
Michael, “attempt to cross the steppes of Si-
berin 1" S

& The Tartar invasion was not known when
I left Riga,” replied the young girl. «It was
only at Moscow that I learned that news.”

« And, notwithstanding that, you continued
your journey 7 - -

« 1t wasmy duty.”

~ This word showed the character of the
courageouns girl. o o
" Shethen spoke of her father, Wassili Fedor.’

B

But his connection with some secret society
having been asserted, he received orders to
start for Irkutsk, and the police who brought-
the order conducted him withont delay De-
vond the frontier. Wassili Fedor had but
time to embrace his sick wife and bhis
daughter, so soon to be left alone, when, shed-
ding bitter tears, he was led away. E
A year and o half after her husband’s de-
parture, Madame Fedor died in the arms of
her daughter, who was thus left alone and al-
most penniless. Nadia Fedor then asked, and
eagily obtained from the Russign government,
an authorization to join her fatherat Irkutsk.
She wrote and told him she was starting.
She had barely enough money for this long
dertake it. She would do what she could.
God would do thetest,

——

. - CHAPTER 1X.
Tue next day, the 19th of July, the Cau-
casus - reached Perm, the last place at which
shetouched on the Kama. : :
. The governmeut of which Perm is the cap- |’
ital is one of the largest in the Russian Em-

Marble quarties, mines of 'salt, platina, gold,
and’ cual; are worked here on a large scale.
Although Perm, by its situation, hag become
an important town, ii is by no mezns atéract-
ive, being extremely muddy and dirty, and
possessing no resources. This want of com-

' ‘The two other horses seemed to know no

all the.saints in the caledar, When they be-
had no influence on the spirited beSts, but

more effectual than either bridle or snafile.

the circumstances.

Half an hour later on, ‘tb

htee\ '

tarantass.” ]
with mere strings for rej 08, 4 R
Neither Michael Strogoff "nor~the young-
Livonian girl had any baggage. The rapitity
.with which.one wished to make the journey,
‘and the more than modest resources of the
~other; prevented them from embarrassing
themselves—-with=packages - Tt-vwas-g "for-"
tunate thing under the circumstances, for the
tarantass could not have carried both bag-
gage and travelers. . It wasonly made for two
persons, without counting the iemschik, who
kept his equilibrium -oii i hd¥idw seat in a
marvelous mapner.” . it T T T
- The fiemschik’is ‘ch
The man: who drove tlie tarantass during the
first : stageiwas, ‘like his’ Horses, a ' Siberian,
and no leBsishaggy than they ; long hair, cut
square ou' the forehead;: hat with turned up
rim, red belt, .coat with crossed facings and-
buttons: stamped - with' tlie' impetial cipher.
The “ienschik, on 'coring: up with his tenm,
threw an inguisitive:glance at the passepgers
of the - tarantass., ' No - ‘baggage!—and had
there been, where in the world could he have
stowed it?  Rather shabiby in.'appearance,
too. . He looked contemptuous. - - ' -
«Crows,” said he, ‘without caring whether
he was overheard: or not; #crows at six
copecks averst!” .©
« No, - eaglesl” said- Michael, who under-
stood the iemschik’s slang perfectly : » eagles,
do.you hear, at nine copecks a verst, and a tip
besides.” IR o
He was answered by a merry- crack of the
whip. : ' '
In the language of the Russian postilions
the “crow” ig the stingy or poor traveler,
who at-the post house only pays two or three
copecks a verst for the horses. The # eagle”
is the traveler who does not mind expense, to
say ‘nothing of liberal tips. Therefore the
‘crow ¢ould not claim to fly as rapidly as the
impérial tird. - ‘
Nadia and Michael immediately took their
places in the tarantazs. A small store of
provisions wns put in the box, in case at any
time they were delayed in reaching the post-
houses, which are very comfortably provided
under direction of the state. The hood was
pulled up, as it was insupportably hot, and at
twvelve o'clock the tarantass, drawn by its
three horses, left Perm in a cloud of dust.
The way in which the iemschik kept up
the pace of his team would have certainly as-
tonished travelers who, being neither Rus-
sians nor Siberinns, were not accustomed to
this sort of thing. The leader, rather larger
than the others, kept to a steady, long’ trot,
perfectly regular, whether up or down hill.

This was'the

1

com pl

ete \hariess,
T W

other pace than the gallop, though they per-
formed many an ccceniric curvette as they
wont ~long.  The jemschik, however, never
touched thom, only urging them on' by start-
ling cracks of 1.8 Whip. But what epitbets

be lavished on them, including the names of

haved like docile and conse\"utious animals1
The string which served as reins Would have |

the words na pravo, to the right, na levd, 0
the lefi, pronounced in. a guttural tone, weir?

And what amiable oxpressions, according to

‘change@ nt every relay.|

| by these. #eagles” of the highway.
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Yoofed chapels, the  traveler might knock at

'Miihael instinct-

’ Iarziyipg thet'e
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i e-tar A hifeh ¢ded-them passed
coyered with lofig Mit] | ke'long- | that stage. i NI
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arbiierend was a-hoop, called.a douga, carry- [€-€Twglly & -
ing-tassels-and-bels ;, Di6-two olligre=wezn | _« And'tHey are going fast?””
‘simply_fastened- by~ropes to the stéps of-the |-~ EaBler ="~

.- Yus, hnt I am a Siberian, and when quite
‘a‘child, I used to follow my father to thy
‘¢Ease, and 80 ‘became inured to these hard.
ships. But when you said to me, Nudla, thyt
winter would not have stopped you, tha,t you
would bave gone alone, ready to struggle
against the frighiful inclemencics of the &j.
“berian-cliiiate, T seeméd 10 86 You lostin the
snow and falling, never to-rise aguin.”

. ¥ How. many times bave you crussed t}p
steppe in winter 7’ asked the Foung Lj-
vonian. e

o H S Nadia T .
Om;‘{?fee times,’ Lad{fl, w_h_cn I was going to

wAnd. what were you goin
Omsk P I ,J'. ‘8 g to-do at

«See my mother, who was expecting mo.”

#And I am going to Irkutsk, where my
father expects me.” 1 am taking him my
mother’s last words.” That is as much ag to
‘tell you, brother, that nothing would have
‘prevented me from setting out.”
__4You are a brave girl, Nadia,"
‘Michael.
you.”

All 'day the tarantass was driven rapidly by
the iemschiks whe succeeded each other at
every stage.. The eagles of the mountain
would not bave found their name dishonored
T
high price paid for each horse, and tle tig‘s:
dealt ouf go freely, recommended the travelers
in 8 special way. Perhaps the postmasters
thought it singular that after the publication
of the order, a young man and his sister, evid-
ently both Russians, could travel freely across
Siberia, ‘'which ‘was closed to every one elge
but their papers were all on regle, aud they
bad the right to pass. )

However, Michael Strogoff and Nadia were
not the only travelers on their way from Perm
to Ekaterenburg. At the first stages, the
courier of the Czar had learnt that the car-
ringe preceded them, but as there was no
want of horses, he did not trouble himself
about that.

uLet them pu

sible.”. :
Michael and Nadis, resolved not to stop
even for an hour, traveled all night.
The weather continued fine, though the at-
mosphere was heavy, and gradually becoming
charged with electricity. Not a cloud was in
the sky, but & sort of mist ascended from the
ground. It was to be hoped tbat u storm
would not burst while they were among the
mountains, for there it would be terrible.
Being accustomed to read atmospheric signs,
Michael Strogoff knew that a struggle of the
elements was approaching.

The- night passed without incident. Not-
withstanding the jolting of the tarantass,
Nadia was able to sleep for some hours. The
kood was partly raised 50 as to give as much
air as there was in the stifling atmosphere.
Michae! kept awake all night, mistrusting
the igmschiks, who are only too ready to vleep
at their posts; and not an hour was lost at the
relays, not an hour on the road.

. The next. day, the 20th of July, at about
eight o'clock in the morning, they caught the
first glimpse of the Ural Mountains in the
east, - However, this . important chain which
separates. Russia in Europe from Siberia was
still at a great distance, aud they could not
hope to reach it until the end of the day,

] repli
# God himself would hzwep if:}

t the horses to as soon as pos-

VARG gL ' “%a hert and rafes He was not asleep, however, and di ) s :
Ex'gtefenguf& sloce that 18 waw . est avan think of sleepin[:;’. He was reﬁ‘:c‘zi',‘,‘g”:,f and considered as the center of Siberian and | f0rtis of £o consequence to those going from | * Gy on, my doves!” the femschik would | The. passpge of the mountains must necesar
foute by which to @ross the Ural Mount- |-, shaut o lively npprebension ; | Bobkarian commerce, for two ronds begin. Russia to Siberia, for they come from the mors | g4y w Go on, pretty swallows! Fly, my |ily be performed G2ing thenext night.
fAite T this, fob ' r 1y departure, and who | Pere and lend across the Ural Mountains. civilized districts, and ave supplied with all | ;51e pigeous! Hold up, my cousin on the | The sky was very cloudy ail day, and the
# Probably? " « Who is it know. .. ~tno j§ 77 But Michael "Strogoeff had very judicious]y{ necessaries ; but to those arriving‘from the | |oft|” “Glee up, my little father on the | temperature was therefore more bearable, but
can have any interest in know.., ; | countrios of Central Asia, after 4 long.and right I the weather wag very threatenipg, It would
- wag very th g

chosen the one by Perm, Ekaterénburg, and
T:ourpen, It 'is the grent stage-rond, well
supplied #ith yelays kept at the expense of

®x Once past the frontier, we shall be in
S8iberia, that is to say, in the midst of the in-
vaston.”

perhaps have been mors prudent not to have

fatiging journey, it would, no J77'bt: be more
ascended the mountains during the nizht, and

satisfactory if the first European town of til

But when the pace slackened, what insult-
CIAPTER VIIL i '

Ing expressions, instantly understood by the

« Weshall be there.”

¢« Well, then, and only then, will ve the
Zime 4o 6ay. Each for himself, and God for
—

d For me."

uFor you, all by yourself! Very well!
But since we have a week of neutral days be-
fore us, ince it i8 very certain that news will

frof the town.

Easan is si*,gated at the conftuence of the

minutes to seven in the morning, the Cau-
casus repchod ¢

Voiga and "_geanka. It is an important chief
town of (he government, aud a Greek arch-

Tus next day, the 18th of July, at twenty

he Kasan quay, seVei versts

ell as the seat of & university.

not shower down upon us on the way, let us
be friends until we become rivals again.”

# Enemies.”

% Yes, that's right, enemies. .11l then
let us act together, and not try »° o o0 each’
other. All the same, I proo’ _ °
; o7 .8e you to keep
o myselt; all“th;:t tIlcan B oa n

# And I, all that 1 e 7 "

«Ig thatagreed -4n bear.

altis agres yn

aYour¥ g9

4 ¥ oreit is

And the hand of the first speaker, that is to
say, five’ wide-open fingers rigorously shook
the two fingers coolly extended by the other.

- ¢t By-the-by,” said the first, I was able this

morning to telegraph the very words of the
order to my cousin st seventeen minutes pasy
ten.” ‘ ‘
«And I sent it to the Daily Telegraph at
thirteen minutes past ten.”
# Bravo, Mr. Blount!”
«Yery good, M. Jolivet.”
#T will try and match that!”
a1t will be difficult.” -
a] can try, however.” .
Se saying the French correspondent fami-
liarly saluted the Englishman, who bowed
stifly. The governor’s proclamation did not
concern these two-news-hunters, a8 they were
meither Russians mnor foreignera of Asiatic
erigin. They set out, however, and being
urged by the same instinct, had left Nijni-
Novgorod together. * It was natural that they
should take the same means of tramsport,
and thatthey should follow the same route to
$he-Blberian steppes. Traveling companions,
whether enemies or friends, they had a week:
to’pass togetiier-before «the bunt would be’
opex.”; - And then success to the most expert!

Alcide Jolivet: had ‘'made the first advances,

and ‘though Harry Blount had accepted them,

he had done so'coolly. - : "
That ‘very day, at:-dinner, however,” the

Frenchman, open as ever; and’ even:'too lo-

fuacions, - the: Englishman -still -silent -and

gravé, were seen hobnobbing ‘at the same

#able, drinking genuine Cliquot, at'8ix roubles

the'bottle, made from the best sap of the'birch

irées of the chultry: © - - -0 0T
‘On -héairing - Alcide Jolivet'6and Harry-

Blount chatting away together, Michael Stro-

. gof-said ’to himaelf: ““These are inquisitive’

Bat *°

nodtindisereet-fllows whom 1 ehall probably-

méet again on -the way. - It will be prudent
for ‘fie-£0 kéep them st a distance” - .© -
_Theyousg Livonian did'not come to din-
ner.’’ 8he" wis asleep’ in’'-her cabin, and

,l,’,i*‘]‘.'.;pric, ng W

. he varied population consists of Tchefmim;t!,
Tordvrans, Tchouvacks, Volsalks, Vizoulit-
chaks, nod Tartars, the last-named ¥ace MTre
especially preserving the Asiatic character.
Although the town was at some distance
from the landing-place, a large crowd was
collected on the quay. 'They had come for
news. The governor of the province bad
published an order identical with that of his
collengue at Nijoi-Novgorod. There might
be seen Tortars dressed in short sleeved cafe-
tans, nnd wearing pointed caps of which the
broad brims recalled those of the traditional
Pierrot. Others, wrapped in long, great
couts, their heads covered by little caps,.
looked like Polish Jews. Women, their
bodies glittertng with tinscl, and bheads sur-
mounted by a diadem in form of a crescent,
conversed in various groups.

Police officers, and & few Coassacks, lance in
hand, kept order among the crowd, and
cleared the way both for the passengers who
were disemburking and also for those who
were embarking on board the Caucasus, mi-
nutely cxamining both classes of travelers.
The one were the Asiatics who were being
expelled ; the other, n few families of mujiks
who were stopping at Easan. - -
the bustle which invariably occura at all
quays on the arrival of a-steam vessel. The
Cancasus would stay at Kasan for an hour to
renew her fuel.” = ‘ ‘
Michael did not
- He was unwilling to leave the young Livo-
‘nian- girl on board, as she had not yet reap-
peared’ on deck. L ,

The two journalists had rigen at dawn, asall
good huntsmen. should do.- They went on
shore and mivgled with the crowd, each keep-
ing to his own peculinr mode of proceeding ;

noting some obssrvation; Alecide Jolivet con-
tenting himself with asking questions' con-
fiding "in his memory, which never failed
“him. SR K

There was n report along all ‘the eastern
frontier of Russia that the insurrection and
-invagion -had reached ' ‘considérable’ prepor-

the empire ‘was already extrémely difficult:
‘All this-Michael Btrogoff heard, without leav-
ing the:deck of the: Caucasus, from'the new
‘arcivals. - S had T v

' ' This-intormation

‘being'-bayond the : Ural Mountaing ‘s6'a8'to

Michagl’did-notliko ‘to awaken her. It was
evenin'before she re-appeared on'the deck of
$he Candagus, + | b b e oo

-Th Tong twilight imparted acoolness o the
atmogpliero engérly enjoyed by thé passengers
after the atifling 'heat of the' day:''As the
ovening advanced, the greater number never

‘ eliinai e

1 Rasan, wheh'his attehtion: was diverted.:

Tsiganes who, the day before, had appeared in

} 1o Triisk.

Michael Strogoff unconcernedly watched |

even think of landing. |

‘Harry Blount, sketching - differént types, or|:

‘tions. - Communication - between Siberia and |-

ntort could not but'cause ‘him-
‘great uneasiness,'and increase- his:.wish-of

judge for-hiimeelf of the truth of these’ rumors, f:
‘and ‘enable him to guard against any possible
'continigency. - He ‘wasithinkingof'seeking
'more ‘diréct-intelligencs from somemative'of
was d _ " {'versts; ‘ to aacend’ the ]
' Among' the ipassengers: who were ‘leaviug’
-the Caucasus, Michse! recognized thé'troop of-

the government, &.nd is prolonged from Ishim empire, situated on the Asiatic frontier, were
better supplied with stores )

An rnup»nfte‘rv;]qrd the bell rang on board
the Cunnagus, Co. ing the new paussengers, and
re-caliing the former ones. It WAS 16w seven
o'clock in the morning. T requisite fugl
had been received on board. The vshale ves-
sel began to vibrate from {ne gffects of the
steam. She =, raady to start. Pustengers
goi"2 irom Kasan te Perm were CI'OWdlng <
the deck. : e ‘
Just then Michnel noticed thut of the two
reporters, Harry Blount alone had rejoined
the steamer. Was Jolivet about to miss his
passage? S Ce
But just as the ropes were being-cast off,
Alcide Jolivet appeared, tearing along. The
steamer was already sheering off, the gang-
way bridge had been drawn on to the quay,
but Alcide Jolivet would not stick at such a
little thing as that, 8o, with a bound like a
harlequin, ke alighted on the deck of the Cau-
casus, almost into his rival’s arms.

« T thought the Caucasus was going without
you, aaid the latfer.” . )

« Byh 1" answered Jolivet, ¢ I should soon
bave caught you up again, by chartering a
boat at my cousin's expense, ‘or by travelling
post at twenty copecksa verst, and on’ horse’
back. What could I do? It was so long
way from the quay to the telegraph office.” :
« Have you been to the telegraph office?”
asked Harry Blount, biting' his lips. :

« That's exactly ‘where I have been!” an-
gwered Jolivet, with his miost amiable smile:
# And is it still working to Kalyvan?”

for instance, that it is working from Kasan to
Pacls? oo '
« You sent a dispatch to your cousin?”
« With enthusiasm.)” =
# You had learnt, then——" .
« Laook heve, little father, az the Russiang
say,” replied Alcide' Jolivet,- -« I am a good
fol-ow, aud I.don't wish to kesp onything
from you. . The Tartars, with Feofur-Khan at
their hend, have passed Semipolatingk, and
are descending tho Irtish... Do what.you like
-with that.” - e
What? such important news, and Harry
Blount -had ngt knowa. it [.and his rival, who
‘had probably.learnt it from some, inbabitant
of Kusan; had already transmitted it to Paris..
The.English paper was distanced! . Harry,
‘Blount .crossing  his hands behind his. back,
‘walked offand seated himself in.the stern, of
‘the steamboat without uttering & word,. ... ..
‘About fen o'vlock 1n,the morning, the young,
Livonian, - leaving -her cabin. appeared on
leck. Michael Strogofl: went. forward and
ook her bund. . . .. .. f .
" « Lok, sister |7 said he, leading her to the
‘bows of theCauensus. ., ... ... i .
' ndeed well worth examin-

i

-

* " The view was ind
F'ing. e e e Ay e

The Caucasus had just then reached the
‘confluence of the Volgaandthe' Kam. -There
‘she’ would leave the formier river, after having’
‘descénded’ it “for "Hiore 'than “four “hundred:
“and sixty verstel i b oo 0 ons i
‘ ! “was* ‘here " very ‘wide;

The Kama'-was’ rand-its
wooded bauks lovely. A few white sails en-

aven thooght of going back to the saloon and

the Nijni-Novgorod fair. There, on'the dock

livened tho sparkling water. The horizon

«That I don’t know ; but T can assure’yon, |’

atter for four® hundred’

At Perm the travelers re-sell fheir vehicles,

gensitive agimals.

#Go on, you wretched snail! Confound

more or less damaged by the long journey
across the plainsof Siberia. There, too, those
nassing from Europe to Asia purchase car-
riages durlug the siiinter and sleight iu iue
tribtot 2tason, before -starting for. a sevetal
m5ntHs’ journey through the steppos.
Michael Strogoff had already sketched out:
his progremme; 50 now he had only to ex-
ecuteit. . . . . -
A vehicle carrying the mails usually runs
across the Ural Mountains, but at t'e present
time this, of course, was disconiinued, Even
if it had not been so, Michael Strogoff would
not have taken it,.as he wished to travel as
fast as possible .without depending.on any
one, He wisely  preferred to buy a--carriage
and journey by Biages, stimulating the zeal
of the postilions, or ivmschiks, as they are
called, by well-applied ua vodkoy, or tips. .
~ Unfortunately, in consequence of the men-
sures taken against foreigners of Asiatic
origin a large number of travelers had already
lefc Perm, aud therefore conveyances were ex-
tremely rare. Michael was obliged to con-
‘tent himself with what had been rejected by
othere. As to horses, as Jong as'the Czar’s
courier was not- in Siberia, he could exhibit
his podorojna without danger, aud the post-
masters would give him the prefererice. But
once ‘out of Europern Russia, be had to de-
:pend aloneon the power of his roublss. -

But to 'what sort of vehicle should be har-
ness his horses? =~ - - - : ’

Michael Strogoff was lucky enough te dis-
covera tarantags. .- -~ 7 T
- It is to be hoped that the invention of Rus--
-sian ‘coach builders will devise some improve-
ment-in this last nimed vehiéle. ~ Springs
are wanting init; so it is very uncomfortable ;
in ‘the abeence of fron, wood: ig ot spared §
but its four wheels, with ¢ight or nine feet be-
twesd them, askures cértain equilibrium over
the jo tipg rough roads. ‘A splush-board pro-
tects the . travelers from’ the 'mud, and-a
strong’ leathern "hood, which mny be pulled
‘quite over the occupiers, shelters’' them from
the great ‘heat and vio torm' of the sum -
mer.t - v ",:" -.-v{‘n,"v O
. It'was "hot' withént’ carefal  searchi that:
“Michaél managed to'discover thig’ tarantass,
and there *was 'probably mot 'a'second to' bie

standing ‘that, he'“higgléd" long about’ the’
‘price, for form’s sake, to act up!'to his part-aa
Nicholas~ Korpaboffy " ‘plain - merchant ‘of
rkadgley o v ST A et pe

- Nadia' had'followéd 'her "companion’ in his-

.object of 1 . ‘
‘auxiousto' arcive;” And consequently to wtart.
.One wonld: haveé Baidithe fame will-aAnimated
'tho:h"bc_il’li.'-‘.‘ s ,‘"5' b et

u @ister,” snid Michael; «T-wish'I could'baveé:
found' s more - comfortable *conveyance Tor
“yom,?: PRSNGSR S
£ w Do (youT gy tHALth" e,
‘would bisve*'gbus oni-foot; if need were''to re-:
Jolti my* fathiar 2%+ s Bi
“7«Y do mot doubt your courags, Nadis,'but
there are physical .futigues - which a woman
may be able to endure.”

;! brother| when T

fonnd in’ all the fown'"of Perm.! Notwith:

gearch after ‘w suitable vehicle: Althonghthe:
éachwas different, both were équally':

you, you slug! Tl rogst you alive, you tor-
toise, youl® o .
Whether or not it was from this way of
driving, which requires tha % jnichiks to pusT
#e38 strong thronts more than muscular arms,
the tarantass flew nlong ot the rato of from
twelve to fourteen miles an hour.
For a little - while. Nadia did not- speak.
Thsn possessed with the one thought, that of |
reaching ‘her journey’send: .. L
n L. have calculated thatthereare three hun-
dred versts between ‘Perm and Ekaterenburg,
brother,” said she. #Am-Iright?”
«You are quite right Nadia’ answered
Michael : « and when we have reachied Ekat-
erenburg, we shall be at the foot of the Utral
Mouafains on the opposite side to this.”
« How long will it take to get across the
mountamst” : o :
it Porty-eight hours, for we shall travel day
and nighe. I say day and night, Nadia,” added
he, «for I.cannot stop even for.a moment,
and I' must ‘go' on without rest toward Ir-
kutsk.” ' o
«I-ghall not delay you, brother; no, not:
even- for an hour, and we will travel day and
night.”
. «Well, then, Nadia, if the Tartar invasion
has only left the'road open, we'shall arrive in
twenty days.” . g T
¢ You have ma
asked Nadia..
« Many times.”

de this' journey. before ?”
-« During winter we should have.gone more
rtapidly:and surely, should .we not ?” .
¢« Yes, especislly with more rapidity, but you
 would:have sutfered much from the frost and
snow.” ! C ‘ T
. “#What matter!  Win
Ruswia : e .
. #Yes, Nadin; but what a constitution any
one must have to-endure such-friendship!

1 bave often seen the 'temperature -in the! Si-

“berian stuppes fill to more than sixty degrees.,
below freezing ‘point! - I have felt, notwith-,
‘standing my reindeer’ coat,®.my heart: grow-

'ing chill; my limbs stiffening, my. foet freez--
ing intriple  woollen socks.. I huve seen-my.
Bleigh - horses ‘coveréd with'.a.coating of:ice,
théir breath congealed:‘at their. nostrils, . I
Tiave sven'the brandy i’ my.flask clinnge;into
liard stone, 'on which not:even'my knife could-
‘inake-any impression.”: But ny-sleigh flew:
like:the' wind,r Not'an obstacle'onithe plain,
'white and level fartber::than)the: eye:could:;
resichi No-tivers.in-which-one is -obliged ito
' look ‘fora fordable: passage! Nolakes which
.must ‘be crossed - in 1boats..i. Hara-ice. every-,
“where,:the Toute.open; the ‘road: sure.: But at:
the price of what suffering; Nudiayithose,
‘alono could &ny, .who.have neyer returned,
;iut whose. bodies have been coyered up by the

3

ter is the friend. of

Michael would bt have done s0, bad he been
permitted to wait; but when, at the last stage,
the iemschik drew his attentions to a penl of
thunder reverberating among the rocke he
merely said.

# Is a telga still before us "

«Yes."

« Yow long is it in advance?" -

« Nearly an hour.” o
- «Forward, and s triple tip if we aro at
Ekatorenburg to-morrow morning.”

—

CHAPTER X.

Tan Ural'Mountains extend in a length ot
nearly threé thousand versts between Europe
and Agia. - Whether they ave called the Urals,
which is the Tartar, or the Poyas, which i3
the Russian name, they are '.euﬂect\y’ 8o
termed ;- for these names sigeify -« belt " in
both languages. -Rising on the:shores of the
Arctic Sen, they reach the borders of the Cas-
pian. . Such #as the bamier to be cros_scd_by
Michael Strogoff before be could-enter Siberian
Russia, and, as has been said, he acted wisely
in takiog the road leading from Purm to Ekat-
erenburg, situated on the eastern slope of the
‘Ural - Mountains. - -This was  the easiest and
‘surest route, as it was that ofall the commerco
‘of Central -Asia,. The mountsins could be
crossed in one night, if noaccident hx;pp_ﬂm}d.
Unfortunately; thunder:muttering in the dis-
tance announced.that .o gtorm, wes at .hand.
The electric tension, was. such that it could
not.be, dispersed without & tremendous ex-
-plosion, which in the:peculiar tate of the at-
mosphere, would be very terrible. .
* Michael took care that his young compa-
nion should be' us well 'pretected a8 possible.
Tho hood ' which" might - have: beeu casily
blown awdy, was fastened more:securely ‘:’lth
ropes, crossed above and at the back. The
traces were doubled; atd as:an additional pre-
‘caution;,* the"‘nave-boxes . were: stuffed with
atraw, ‘as mich to'increase the strength _of the
wheels a'tolessen ‘the jolting, ‘unavoidable
‘on & Qatk night. - Lastly; the fore and hinder
'patts, connedted simply by the axles to the
body of thé-tarantass;Wwere:joined one to the
“other by a cross-bar, fixed by means of pms
‘and screws: - This-bartéok-the- place of the
-curved bar which 'in iberlins:suspended 0B
‘the # swan's-neck,””. fastens tho two. axles one
to-thelother. .17 i oyl ol
‘| Nadia{reaumed: her plp
"Michael took his-geat beside
‘lowered hood ;hung .two:. leat
‘which: wonld in some degree:prot
ers againgb.dherain. () tawanp o, ol 7o
 T'wo.great; lanterns, .suspended,on.the left .
of.the ipmschik’s seat, threw.s:, pale glimmer,
‘searcely-sufficient to light the way, hut serving
asiwarning  lights to jprevent. any: other. car-
riage-from running, into: them.r .. v
| Ttiwas well thatjall these precat

Dy eieas b

in the cart, and
.her, ..Before the
hern | curtains,
gct the travel-

tions, were

BmoVistoEm. taken, in-expectation of & rough night.... .. .-
& However, . ‘i.'nhé.prdéé) Was a'zi#q_ti;_t.,é.'{.fheu.iéh}éil'hikr-'-"“i
Dy rin‘gl "i?ﬁé"dti?)r Hal .t awayirattled the,tarantassup the first slope
| N b Tt ey -1} of thed Mou 8, 3ot 0 e
alsne, At (s posibioisasdould be' omna) O ol oL SRS B0 anials s
lodgipgs’ jand. provisten. . Bosldes, :if terS {oming on: ju spite;of thelengthened tilisht

“was not“an’ inb;  the ' house of the’

» This cont is called a dolcba ;

] of these latitudes.

Masges -0t ;vapor,a8 yo

i : " hung in.the vaulto
distorbed by no wind, hung in otion

it s very ight,
aud yet almost impervioug toethe eold =~

heaven. Although they ‘had no lape_i-al m



