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ANCIENT AND MODERN PHILO-
Soriy.

Wz cull the following extracts from IWVilford’s
Microcosim for May ¢

Ancient philosophy had two extreme tendencies
—the one to an extreme realism, the other to an
extreme idealism, both leading mhclcllty These
extremes existed in the Tonian and Pythagorean
schools, also in the schools of the Lpicarcans and |
Stoics. The disciples of Plato and Aristotle went
to extremes which the masters would not at all!
have sanctioned. [

Socrates was the great mental philosopher :mrl'
really the founder Oft.thl(.al])hl]OHOph)’ Hestood !
upon a religious platform which towered far above
the Acropolis of Athens.

The Greeks had traditions which pointed back
to the time when men belicved in the one only
living and true Gop. They had reccived their
religion from the last, where Monotheism was the
only religion in the early history of the race.
They knew Gob, but did not glorify Him ; so they
became vain in their imagination, and their foolish
heart was darkened, (lxomans i. 21). Socrates,
Plato and Aristotle obtained all the religious light
that could be pgotten from the Gentile world.
They were really morning stars ushering in the
light of a glorious day. They were schochnasters
leading the nations to Christ.  In this sense, they
were regarded by the Christian Fathers.

The extreme Materialistic and  Rationalistic
tendencies of ancient philosophy are fearfully visi-
ble in the tendencies of modern speculation.
There have been two systems in modern times,
which have been productive of a vast amount of
skepticism ; [ mean Sexnsationalism and  Zrans-
cendtertalism,  We go 1o I'rance for the develap-
ment of the one, and to Germany for the develop-
ment of the other. . .

Rationalism, which has long been the favorite
philosophy of the Germans, sccks truth only in
rcason.  Ideas, they maintain, arc innate, and
depend not upon experience. Al knowledge s
with them subjective.  They attach no importance
to the external evidences of Christianity.  Hegel
had a Christology, but it was the creation of his
own philosophy. He belicve ina Gon, but it was
a god without personality except in the human
mind.  This philosophy banishes Gon from the
universe, and unites itself with Atheism.

Let Evolutionists grapple with this probkm
Let them account for the existence of physical life
on this carth, without admitting the pre-existence
of an intelligent creative power, ifthey can.  They
have been again and again challenged to this task,
and they have made various cfforts in this diree-
tion, but thus far have signally failed ; they them-
selves being judges. It 15 easy for themto present
an imaginary hypothesis ; but to furnish any cvi-
dence of its truth, is what they find 1t impossible to
do.

simmeee -t -~ -

THE ANTIQUITY OF MAN. F

Tuw London Guardian has the following.—I

was glad to sce that one of your corru.pon(knts
“C. M. has recently asked  this question of |
thos:. su_])ugs who ignore all Scripture authaority
respecting the age of man on carth—*Where are
the bones of these millions of men and women,” I

fship.

which some scientists, like Professor Huxley, de-
clared occupied this carth myriads of ages ago?
Such a question is as unanswerable as another of
the same sort in relation to what is commonly
called “Darwinism,”-—If, as some of you say, man
is descended from an Ascidian by the process of
evolution, how was the first baby mammal fed, if
its Immediate progenitor was a non-mammal ?
After a carcful study of the evidence from the
"Egyptian and Cunciform monuments, as well as
every history of Egypt which has ]JL_CD published

| during the last twenty-five years, 1 am as confident

as it 1s permitted man to Le certain of anything in
this uncertain world. that the earliest proof of
man's existence on carth is to be seen in a tablet
belonging to the Ashmolean Muscum at Oxford.

1t belongs to a priest of the name Shera in the

reign of King Scut, one of the carly kings belong-
ing to Manctho's Sceond Dynasty, and may ap-
proximately be dated cirea n. ¢. 23550, Cham-
pollion, the founder of Fgyptology, thought there
was no Fgyptian monument older than cirea . .
2200 ; but the subscquent discovery of the Turin
Papyrus, of the reign of Ramessu the Great, and
the New Tablet of Abydos of the reign of his
father Pharaoh Seti 1. (both of which are upwards
of a thousand years prior to the time of the scribe
Manctho,) will convince anyone who believes
firmly that Moses wrote as he was moved by the
Holy Ghost, that there is no proof of man’s exist-
cnee prior to the Noachian flood ; and that there
is no demonstrable evidence of that existence
about 2,000 years buefore the flood other than what
is recorded in the law of Moscs.

Rev. B W,
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CIURCH L7/ TN AUSTRALIA.

SAVIILE.

T Awstralian Churchman says —“Although
the century of Austraha will be celebrated five
years hence, it may truly be said that our national
life is comprised within the last fifty years. Al
most any ten years of the last haif century can
show more done in the way of scettlement—more
matewal progress made—than in the whole tlrst
forty-hve of our Colonial existence.  And the last
decade exhibits the most marvellous advancement
ofall. To the Christian it must be a matter for
devout thanksgiving to know that Church work
has kept pace with material prosperity.  Taking
up the Newe South Ifales Calendar for 1883,
who do we find with regard to Church organisa-
tion fifty years ago? ‘The whole continent of
Australia—as  well as the i1sland of LTasmania—
formed part of the ‘extensive diocese of Caleutta.’
There was no Bishop resident in the whole of the
Australias, and the sole charge and oversight of the
Church of England population was committed to
‘sixteen chaplaing and five eatechists.’  This was
only “ffty years ago,” and at the end of the first
forty-five years of our colonial existence. But
what do we learn from statistics now? That in
Australia and Tasmania (we are not in possession
of New Zealand statistics, thercfore they are not
included) we have twelve Bishops, 520 clergyman
sixty-cight catechists, 349 churches, and 388
school churches and other buildings used for wor-
It must be remembered  that this Hst docs
not include the diocese of North Queensland, the
sstatistics of which are not oliainable, nor the num-
- ber of churches in the diocese of \L\\ castle, Grafl-
ton and Armidale, Brisbane, Adelaide, and Balla-

lr:J.L We
buildings

may safely therefore add 350 more
devoted to religious purpeses to the
numbers given above.  The number of Bishops
alone in the Australian colonies is greater now
than that of all grades of Church of lingland
clergymen fifty years ago.”

WASTED.
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NO TRUE WORK EVER

No true work since the world began was cver
iwasted ; no true life since the world began has
jever failed.  Ob, understand those two perverted
words, failure and success, and measure them hy
the cternal, not by the carthly standard.  What
the world has regarded as the bitterest failure has
often been in the sight of heaven the most magni-
ficent suceess.  When the cap, painted with
devils, was placed on the brow of John Huss, and
he sank dying amid the embers of the flame—was
that a failurc? When Francis Xavier died, cold
and lonely on the bleak and desolate shore of a
heathen land—was that a failure? When the
frail, worn body of the Apostle of the Gentiles was
dl"lf"’Ld by a hook from the arena and the white
sand scattered over the crimson life-blood of the
victim whom the dense amphitheatre despised as
some obscure and nameless Jew-—was that a
failure?

And when, after thirty obscure, toilsome, un-
recorded years in the shop of the village carpenter
Onc came forth to be pre-eminently the man of
sorrows, to wander from city to city in homeless
labors, and to cxpire in Jonely agony upon the
shameful cross—was that a failure? Nay, my
brethren, it was the death of Him who lived that
we might follow His footsteps—it was the life, it
was the death ef the Son of Gov.—/n V. Farrar.
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TATE VISIBLE AND THFE INVISILLE
C/TURCYS.

Tuere is a “Holy Catholic Church,” which for
1800 Years has heen known and scen of all men,
And then there is the “Communion of Saints,”
known only to Gon. He would be guilty of direcl
disobudience and of intolerable presumption who
should dare to neglect the plain teaching of the

Lord Jesus Christ: ““Let both grow together until
the harvest.”  The “net’” is cast into the sca of
this waorld ; both good and bad fisharc init.  Only
at the ¢nd, when Christ comes, shall the ,*bad” be
cast away, and the “good” gathered into vessels
(St. Matt. xiil. 30, 47, 46) “Who art thou that
judgest another?  T'o his own master hie standeth
or falleth.”  One whom you account the lowest of
the communicants may yet be one of the leaders
of that invisible army which is mustering cven
now; the army that St. John saw in the
Apocalypse; the army of the saints, “clothed in
fine linen, white and clean,” following the con-
quering King (Rev. xix. 14.) Gon forbid that
you or I should make a scparation between our
brethren ! All the baplized, so far as we know,
are to be accounted members of Christ, and chil-
dren of Gon, and partakers of the  kingdom.
Only, not less clearly dous the whole of the Ngw
Testament reveal to us this truth : that there arc
ftwo classes of communicants,  As in the old
wluwsh Cnurch, so now also there are the two
Ldivisions—the outward and visible ; the inward
|and invisible.—2Lishop Wilkinson.




