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« MANY SHALL RUN TO AND FR0, AND KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE INCREASED.”—DANIEL xii. 4.
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Got, deine Gute weicht eo weit,
S‘o we,t dic Waoiken gehen, &¢.
_—

'BY JOHN DUNMORE LANG, D.D.

0 Gob, thy gooducss doth extend
Far as the lofty sky ;
Thy loving~kindness knows no end,
And thou art ever nigh,
My l:{OCk, niy Portress, and my Tower!
Great is thy mercy as thy power:
Then hear me, O Most High!

I ask not for the heaps of gold
The worldling may enjoy ¢
A little may 1 humbly hold,
And usefully employ..
But grant me wisdom, Lorl, to know
Thee and the gifts thou dost bestow
On sinners such as I .

1 ask not honout nor renown,
All glorious though Lhey seem:
A spotices character’s fuir crown
Of higher price 1 deem.
To zain Thy praise, t¥do thy will—
Be these my chiel ambition sull', N
.. Anda true (riend'’s cateem. PPV

Near do T ask for lenglh of days,—
1f wealth my lot should he,
O make me hun:ble, God of Grace!
Patient, if poverty.
. And as my times are in thy power,
- - O grant, in dcath’s decivive hour,
Thy mercy, Lord, to me !,
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. RELIGIOUS LITERATURE.

RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE,
7

Tuc advantages of RELrclous KnowLEDGE are ve-
vy great. It forms the basis of trae- honour and
félicity. Not all the lustie of a noble birth—not
all the inflacnce of wealth—not all the pomp of
titles~not all tlfe eplewdour of power~—can give
dignity to the soul that is destitute of tnward im-
provement. By this we are allied to angels, and
are capable of rising forever in the scalo of being,
Such is its inherent worth, that it hath always
been represented under the most pleasing images.
In particular, it hath been compared to light, the
most -valuable and reviving part of nature’s
works, and to that glorious luminary whicli is the
mort beantiful and transporting object our eyes
beheld. Ifwe entertain any doubls concerning
thg intiinsic value of ReLrcious KxowirDcE, let
us look around s, and we shall be convincgd how
desirable it is to be acquainted with God, with
spiritnal, with eternal things. Observe the difs
ference between a cultivated and a barren con
&y, While the former isa lovely, chekrfil 4nd
dolightful sight ; the other administeisa‘spéetacle

of horror.  There is an equal differgnce between
the nations among whom the principles of piety
prevail, and the nations. that are overrun with
idolatry, superstition, and esror.  Knowledge also
is of greal importance to our personal and private
felicity : it fwinishes a pleasure that cannot be
met with in the possession of inferior enjoymenits;
a fine entertainment, which adds a relish to pros-
pesity, and alleviates the hour of distress. 1t
throws a lustre upon greatness, and reflects an ho-
nour upon poverty. Knowledge will also instruct
us how to apply our several talents for the benetit
of mankind, Lt will make us capable of advisirig
and regulating others. Hence we may become
the lights of the world, and diffuse those munifi-
cent beams around us, which shall shine on be-
nighted travellers, and discover the path of recti-
tude and bliss. -

This knowledge, also, tends to destroy bigotry
and enthusiasm. To this we are indebted for the
impértant change which hatlt been made since
the beginning of- the Reformation. To this we
are i’fﬁgblcd for the general cultivation and refine-
ment ol the understandings of men. 1t is owing
to thi8 that: even arbitrary governments scem to
have lost something of their original ferocity, and
that: there is a source of improvement in Europe,
which will, we hope, in future times, shed the
‘moskdelightfut influences on séciety, and wunite
its members in harmony, peace, and love. But
the advantages of knowledge are still greater—
for it points out fo us an-eternal felicity. The
several branches of human seience are intended

‘Jonly to bless and adorn our present existence ; but

Revierous KNowiEDGE bids us provide for an im-
mortal being--sets the path of salvation before us,
and is our inseparable companion in the toad to
glory. As itinstracts in the way to endless bliss,
soit will survive that mighty day when all world-
Iy Jiterature and accomplishinents shall for ever
cease, At that solemn period, in which the re-
cords and registers of men shall be destroyed—the
systems of human policy be dissolved, and the
grandest works of genins die—the wisdom which
is spiritual and heavenly shall not only suabsist,
but be increased to an exfent that human natare
cannot in this life admit. Our views of things,
at present, are obscure, imperfeet, partial, and
liable to error ; but when we arrive at the realms
of everlasting light, the clouds that shadowed dur
understanding will be removed ; we shall behold,
with amazing clgarnass, thg athiibutes, ways, and
works of God ; shall perceive more distinetfy the
design of his dispensations; shall trace with rap-
{ure the wonders of nalure and grace, and become
acquuinted with a thousand glorious objects, of
which the imagination can as yet have no con-
ception. .

T our condition be not the best in the world, yet

-we hope it will be better, and this helps to support

it with patience. The Chuistian’s hope is an ex-
pectation of all necessary good both in time and
eternity,. founded on the promises of God, and on

the righteousness aud intercession of Christ.
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UNCERTAINTY OF HIUMAN EXPECTATIONS.

Dark and nuacettain is the state of being in which
we now exist.  Human life is not formed to an-
swer those high expectations, which, in the era
of youth and imagination, we are apt {o enter-
tain. When we first set out in life, we bid defi~
ance Lo the evil day ; we indnlze in dreams and
visions of romantic bliss, and fondly Jay the scene
of perfect and uninterrupted happiness for the time
to come. But experience soon undeceives ns;
we awake, and find it but a dream. We make
but a few steps in life, without finding the world
to be a turbulent scene ; we seon experience the
changes that await us, and feel the thorns of the
wilderniss wherein we dwell. OQur hopes are
frequently blasted in the bud—our designs are de-
feated in the very moment of expeclation—and
we meel with sorsow, and vexation, and disap~
pointment on.oll hands, There are lives besides
our own in which we are deeply interested—lives
in which our happiness is placed, and on which
our hopes depend. Just when we have Jaid a
plan of happy life——vohen, after the experience of
yenrs, we bave found ount a few chosen friends,
and have begun {o enjoy that little circle, in
which we would wish 10 live and to die—an uns
expected stroke disappoints our hopes, aad lays
all our schemes in the dust. Whep, after much
labour and cate, we have reared the golden struc-
ture—when we have fenced it, 33 we fondly ime-
gine, fiom every storm that blows, and indulge
the pleasing hope that it will always endure—an
invisible zand interposes, and overturns it from
the foundatjon. - w

Son of préBperily I thou now lvokest forth from
thy high tower: thou now gloricst in thine ex-
cellence, thou sayest that thy mountain stands
strong, and that thou arl as firm as the cedar of
Lebanon ; but stand in awe.. Before the mighty
God of Jacob, and by the blst of the breath of
his nostsils, the mountain hath been overtumed,
and the cedar of Lebanon hath fallen like the leaf
before the tempest. At this rery moment of time,
the wheel is in motion that reverses the lot of
men, that brings tlie prospercus to the duat, and
lays the mighty low, Now, O man, thou rejoicest
iu thy strength; hut know that for thee the bed -
of languishing, the béd of death will he spread.
Thou now removest from thee the evil day, and
sayest in thy heart, thou shalt never see sorrow)
but remember the changes of this life. Thé calm-~
est and the stillest hour precedes the whirlwind
and- the earthquake ; the monarch hath dsawn the
chariot of state in which he was wont to ride in -
triumph ; and the greatest who ever ewed the
world have morali¥®d at the turn of the wheel,~—
Logan. .

THE CHRISTIAN'S VIEW OF .THE WORLD..

Harry only the man who knows the world by
knowing his God, his Bible, and himself:. he
shall know the world to purpose. The philoso-
pher sces the world pass away; but he sees it
with a pang: he sees 3t with regret: there is so
much taken from his happiness : 1 lose my eyes,
my teeth, my hearing, iy health, my vigour;

and he grows peevish and fretful. ~ Butthe Chris-
tian sces it pass with a calm and solid satisfac~
tion: ¢ Here,” says he, ¢ 1 sce a Aying world

‘passing away : yel I faint not ; for, though my

outward man perish, yet my inward man is re-
newed day by day. [ have a house not. made
with hands, eteenal in the heavens. I am wait-
ing for-this abode. I am not disappointed to hear:
that life is bat a handbreadth: 1know it. You.
tell me that my tabernacle is to be taken down:.
I knew that 1 should be crushed before the moth.?”’

—Rev. R, Cecil,. g



