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advantage of his helplessnoss to remain out until late
- hours at night. is mother. often tried to keep him in,
© and thmmtoned him with his ‘father’s punishment if ]10
. persisted in staying out so late.  But her son only
langhed, and said (like an undutiful son, as he was),

© «Why don’tyouleep father at home? . He's worse than

. me; he comes home drunk, and I don’t1”

_ Many tears did that poor mothershed over hererring
husband and her wayward boy; and many prayers did
- she offer to the Throne of Grace for both of them.

Not far from Sawyer’s house there lived a boy named
" Bill Jones, who was noted for being an idle, good-for-
nothing fellow. * He was known to be connected in some
way with 2 gang of young men, who mot f'requeutly at
nights for some purpose; unknown,. He had money to
gpend too, sometimes, Lhoun h he never earned any, and his
“mother was poor. Bill was often in James Sawyor's com-
pany, but had never mentioned his connection with the
gang. " But now, thinking that James would be company
for him coming home at night; he decided on making him
-p.member of his club. Meeting him one day, he said:
~ ./ “Come, Jim, come with me to ameeling of jolly boys
. to-night. - There’s about ten or twelve of us; and if you
like them, we will make you one of our company.” .
~ “What do ye'do, Bill; when ye meet? and how late-
do ye stay out?” queried ‘James.
% Oh, we enjoy ourselves, and have lots of fun,” replied -
- Bill. - But you'll have to come and seo for yourself, and
I'm sure you'll like it."” _
“Woll,” said James, “I'll go if yowll call for me.
Just’ glve a whistlo or two oniside the house, and then.
wait for me at the corner.’
¢ Allvight,” said Bill; “I'll eall f01 you after toa.”
"The two lads then sep'u'ated
“At the appointed {ime, Bill gzwe
. J ames's ‘house, and then wt

' vlnstle outsulo .
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