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. MORNING ORISON OF A CHI
T BORROWL
© i Again the orient light is shining ! = .
" Again on thee, my God, reclining, ,
~Would I pursue my way; .00 7 0
i Would follow where thy veice shall call me,
. Would ¢ling to theo, whate’er befall me 2=
- And ol ! let thy mild look vecall me, " .
“. ¢ WhenI'would go astray, - '

LD.OF .

_“Nor pain nor langour e’ deprive me:
Of comfort if thy grace revive me; -
o And though my cross I take,- . -
* Those who will follow thee must bear it;
- "And thou wilt condescend to wear it i—
Oh, let me, Lord ! with thine compuse it,
Borno meekly for my sake. :

It may be through thy gracious presdnce,
Thy smile, which is of joy the esscuce,—
Bliss may ou me be shed ;.
My fayor'd soul in thee delighting,
TLy loveliness her love exciung,
T’y spirit all her powers uniting
Iu peace her pathomay tread @

But if dejected, faint and weary,
1t should to-day seem rough and dreery ;
Ol ! let thy pitying love,
T'hnt source of sweelest comfort cheer me !
And tell me, thou art ever near me,
1o strengthen, guide, defend and hear me,
My all in all to prove !
PuiLo-BerEAN,

THE DRAUGHT OF FISHES.

Anniversary Sermon for the Cnunci Pastonat
Atp Sociery, May 6, 1844, by the Ven.
W. A. Suiriky, M. A, Archdeacon of
Derby.

. Lugw v. 70

' They beckoned unto their partners which were in
the other ship, that they should come and help.”

. CONCLUDED.

Then there - followed, what I would next
notice. »
. 1V. THE oVERWHSLMING BLESSING WHICH
was  voucHsgaFep—< Wher they had this
done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes :
and their net. brake.”
1t was in the very nature of their work to
' row upon their hands. The supply created
.. 'fhe demand.. The preaching of the gospel
.+ only made men more desirous to hear it, and
caused more hearts to hunger and thirst for the
“bread of life and (he waler of ‘salvation. The
. ‘education afforded “to- some made others more
. 'sensible of their ignorance, ”and more desirous
- of its removal.: The partial circulation of - the
& Seriptures discovered: the . awful . destitution
which had so"Jong ‘existed "unobserved, ‘and
‘made’ men’ earniestly. desirous - to- obtain : for
Ahemselves: and: their children: that record,
their: heavenly: Father’s ant lovei:
first it was difficultito find /place! ich
missions might be formed ; then'it'was difficult
to find men. to send: forth ;:but when once.t
work had fairly commenced, the difficulty was,
how-to provide: forils continual;enlargement.
“The news from: almost all quarters was, {hat
the:Lord was'daily-adding ‘< unto the church
¢ suchias should be saved ;- that multitudes hoth
“of men and women had become obedient ‘unto
- the faith ;* that in consequence, more schools,
.-more churches, and, above all, more men,
were urgently demanded. Soalso in England,
.the ministers and servants of the Lord, who
had been like those who stood idly in the
market-place because no man had hired them,
now found that their work increased upon
them beyond the limit of theirtime or strength,
and the whole ecclesiastical apparatus was
manifestly insulficient.  Neither. they nor
their people were satislied with the degree or
the character of the services which had
hitherto been rendered ; an appetite had been
created which it was necessary to satisfy ; and
the population had increased also, -while they
who were required to provide for these in-
-creased demands, and the places of worshi[;
and ‘schools: which ‘were needed, remained
much as they had been in quieter, but less
hopeful’ periods. ¢ They inclosed a great
- multitude of fishes, and their nel brake.” The
-Church of ‘the nation was found to be inade-
uate to the nation’s wants, . What "was to be
fﬁdnc‘? Was the blessing to be cast away, be-
-cause there ‘wero' not: hands {0 gatherit in ?
Were others to be -left to do what il was the
- duty and privilege of the Church to attempt al
" least, and in  God’s strength lo accomplish ?
Was"the revival of religious. feeling in the
* coundry ‘to_become ‘through.'our: ‘neglect a
means of planting and " propagaling divisions
among us, if. not even heresies 2 Was the
lorious opportunity to be missed of -extending
5\0 limits'of the Redeemer’s'kingdom,and yet
.- of binding it together at the same time in: the
" apirit of unity 7.1t was a remarkable crisis, and
: b‘css'cd be God, he taught his'servants. whal
‘they ‘ought-to'do=-he faught them a: lesson of
. SYMPATIY AND CoSorERATION—¢ They
.- beckoned . their ‘partuers’ which werein: the
;. Zother ship, “that ‘they ‘should “come~and help
S them M k4 __--eg{;-, LI ',,lt
.. Both:clergy:and laity - conferred together to
“devise. means for;meeting the case. L,zﬁlle: ;rich
-ixwere. stirred . up -to ‘\hcl;});; the.poor,: ; the more
‘thinly peopled paris of ‘ thi country, to aid the
more popilous ; and wherever the Lord had his
ervants, they were taught that“none:of.them
ought_ to”live unto themsolves, - but -tlint the
common- work: required : comhined “exertions;
and:those very stronuous ones; that the neglact
f past ycars might - bo- supplied..Then:arose
our societies for building.churches;! pirsonage
\ouses, and scliools, and increased vigour was
own :info  the ‘whole: machinery’ of > ou

¢

ter all,> )
‘Wehad 't sent
s S supiply:
ary naturéiof an
e ohstacles 1o,

The great want; however

men {0 work:thal machinery.
“missionaries abrond,® but iwh

missionaries at Nome,? . The:y
ished.Church :oppose
tension, for;-it ; was
-supparting; and
lied, oinex

of

t was,considered as | that dy

the State, and its independence of - voluniary

<| support, to: which - it owed 'so. much .of its

strength, ity repose, and its doctrinal integrity,
were unfavourable = to its. elasticity—the
strength .of the oak .could "not: well be had
together with the pliability of :the. willow—
and - for a time . there. were . obstacles of all
sorts, civil and ecclesiastical, to an extension,
at once adequate and unobjectionable, of the
Church’s operations. . Itis nol right to say
that, even yet, all these objections have been
met, or all'the difficulties overcome, but the
work has been commenced as we could, and
is advancing with a manifest blessing.

We may, I think, regard the Society whose
cause I am called to plead as the first, and
most elficient agent for meeting the want of
men to which [ amn now alluding.

The population of our country had in-

| creased and was increasing at the . enormous

ratio of 1000 souls every day. of every year;
and this increase, embarrassing as it would
have been if it had been equally diffused
through our parishes, having taken place
chiefly in "particular districts, became abso-
lutely overwhelming. Another circumstance
which aggravated the evil was that, owing to
causes to which I need not now do more than
allude, the most populous mining or manu-
tacturing districts, and the Jarfest towns,
were precisely the places where the churches
were scattered the most thinly, and where
there was the least provision remaining (for
in most instances it had once been given) for
the support of the ministers of religion.
Henee, clergymen found themselves with 10,
20, 30, or even -10,000 souls under, their no-
minal superintendence. They toiled to the
utmost of their strength in many instances,
yea, and beyond their strength ; ¢ but what
were they among so many 77 Had they not
a right then to beckon ¢ to their partners
which were in the other ship, that they
should come and help them ?° Was it ther
concern alone that so many thousands were
growing up in ignorance, infidelity, and vice,
and disaffected o the institutions of their
country, of which they were at once the op-
robrium and the curse 2 All thoughtful men
elt that the very existence of their country,
in all that made it the object of their grateful
and devoted love, was at stake in this great
question, All good men were assured that
their Lord and Saviour, who had given him-
self for them, . demanded -af their hands that
they should doiwhat in them" lay: to: rescue
‘those who.were: perishing. forlack:of - know-
toiling in the midst of many discouragements;
‘oppressed by the magnitude of ‘their: work,
and’yet sustained by seeing that work blessed
' ~only - ‘beyond their
' sbut beyond their power.to-keep
‘ithits;progress's so’ that:the: precious: grain
lay scattered on the zround because there was

trength

this Society proposed: to- find a‘remedy’; bul
another mostimportant point was, to. take care
that the only proper  remedy was indeed pro~
vided. !The Lord teaches us. to- expect that
as'there had' heen false prophets in the “old
dispensation, so should there be false teachers
in the Christian Church,—*¢ wolves in sheep’s
clothing”’—Judas in the college of the apos-
tles. It was therefore needful that the Society
should use all lawful  and suitable incans to
secure the selection of faithful mén to be sent

and that the. funds contributed by Christizn
love, the result often of much self-denial, and
accompanied by many Fraycrs, should not be
misapplied by sending forth men whose Joc-
trinal views were not those of the Bible, asin-
terpreted by our reformed branch of Christ’s
holy catholic ¢hurch ; protesting as she does
against Romish and Romanizing errors.  This
is a point of some (]CliCi\Cf', but still it is one
of vital moment, especially ata time in which
by the subtile use of language, (always an
inadequate vehicle of thought,) the most fatal
errors have been: decked out in the garb of
truth,so that thef' have been brought in an-
awares,and have deceived many who appeared
to have . attained ne small degree of spiritual
discernment. } . :

Therefore it hecomes the Society,. and 1
and scrutinizing, that those whom they. sup-
port are men alive Lo the dangers with “which
the Church is threatened, and fully “resolved
to ¢«declare the whole counsel of God,? with
all simplicity and godly sincerity, not.hand-
ling the word of God deceitfully, and know-
ing wothing among their people ¢ but’ Christ
Jesus, and him'crucified.’? - Men thus minded
will carry with them the sympathy of all the
truly spiritual members of - Christ’s body, and
will not fuil to .be accompanied by the - pre-
‘sence and blessing of Him whom they preach
‘as ¢¢ thie wisdom of God, and the power of God
unto ‘sulvation.’? © With. our ‘appointments
guarded by the" selection ol "the- incumbent,
the sanction of the: Socictr, ‘and~the' ordina-
tion or license of - the " bishop, “we- may - trusi
that due regard has been; had to the . integrity
of these appoiniments on the  one hand, and
{o the orderand discipline of the Church; on-
the other, in respect: to which; we ‘are ‘very
‘much in the position“of ordinary patrons.* * I
will not, however, dwell longer on this point ;
‘neither will I do more than‘allude to’:another

3
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2 1 am glad to Have the support (aimosg othersy
of (e Bishop of Liaudwil on thig point, who,: in
wlitter nddressed to the Committeo ou’the moru-
ifig: ol {the ‘anvunl meeting,’ regreling ‘ that<his
I hoalth: prevented | his:attending, ; ndded,
“T/enmot, but oxpress -niy: persunsion thi the

lirtutg - gometimes’ heard” pf” widwe;, inter

Wi ‘nathority of 'the Chureh,

“Comiiiitted deciding whnt: applicatios - thoy \\ym

‘complyiwithiand what they refuse a8+ \u{su_&lsﬁ}g—_

ory, ava altogethor, unfousded; = L-heartily - wish:
would , oxereiso. the- shme; dis.’
closinsticnl . appointments’- he

Uldck of servieey and to devole ‘yourselves,
ledge, and to aid . their brethren” who were : ’

pace |

" noble Poet, Mr. Sheppard addressed: it to his

to aid in a work so great and so - momentous ; ;

may add its friends also, to be ever jealous |’

‘the {1

Vof thi Lishops of London an

controverted matter ; that, namely of the em-
ployment of lay-agency. .- It is, I think, suffi-
ciently.clear, that. in the early church the
apostles themselves were | ¢ helped much - in
the Lord” by laymen; all our missionary.
societies employ unordained catechists ‘to: aid-
the ministerial work ; and in. this great city
the necessily of the casc has forced upon the
Church the employment of lay-agents to go
‘into the abodes.of poverty, disease, and .vice,
and compel them to come . within the pale of
the Church.« ~That it is necessary, there-
fore, to employ such persons in many districts,
no one. can well doubt who is practically
acquainted with the spiritual wanls of our
overgrown parishes, and with the character
of their population,

Such, then, Christian brethren, is our case ;
and, such as it is, I leave it confidently in
the hands of those whom the Lord has em-
braced within the arms of his love, beseeching
them ¢ by the mercies of God” Lo their own
souls, to come effectually to the help of their
partners in the good work of the Lord, and to
hecome fellow-workers with those  whose
blessed occupation it is fo cafch men. Re-
member that the result of the miracle we
have been considering was, © They forsook
oll, and followed him; and does not our
blessed Lord tell cach one of us that ¢ if we
forsake not all that we have?—if we do not
place it in all simplicity at his disposal—we
“cannot be his disciples.”” Try yourselves
by this standard ;" and may the Lord give you
grace {o take up your cross deily and follow
your crucified Redeemer, who was slain_ for
you. Think of his dying love, and of the
value of the souls for which he was content !
to pay so.great a price. If his love has
touched and hallowed your heart, remember
that you were “not redeemed by silver and
gold, from your vain conversation, received
by tradition”” from the first Adam, your father
according to the flesh, bat that you were
rescued from going down into the pit, trans-
lated out of the kingdom of darkness, and re-
ceived into the kingdom of God’s dear Non,
in conscquence of the ¢ one sacrifice. once
offered® of Jesus the second Adam, that
quickening Spirit, through whom ¢ you have
vassed from death unto life.” My Christian |
rethren, partakers of the heavenly calling
unto life eternal, ¢ freely ye have. received,
freely give.*? Complain not that a selfish
world leaves you to serve alone, but count it
rather your blessed privilege to supply - their

body. and soul, spirit-and estate, to. Him" who'
death of the erossy-that he might open. the

fheaven to  all-believers, ‘and. set
ich'no:man a

" The lady o Mr. John ' Sheppard; of Frome;
i having died some time ago; leaving. amongst
“her papers,- a prayer which' her husband be:
| lieved to have been comnposed on behalf of the

i

Lordship, which called forth the reply which
‘is here subjoined.
Frome, Somersel, Nov. 21st, 1821,

To the Right Hon. Lord Byron, Pisa.

My Lown,~—More than two years since, a
lovely and beloved wife was taken from me,
by lingering discase, after a very short union.
She possessed unvarying gentleness-and forti-
tude, and a piety so retiring, as rarely to dis-
-close itself in words, but so0 influential, as to

loved not his life.even unto death-—yea, the

{:have in'the end-

seck to serve him) would soon’ dry . up, . and
leave us as harren of every virtué as before.—
HHaustings July 31st,: 181477 00 7 e
There is nothing, my Lord,"in this extract,

you; but it may, perhaps, appear to you worthy
of reflection, how deep and expansive a con-
cern for the happiness of others, a Christian
faith can awakenin the midst- of youth and
prosperity,—Here is' nothing poetical -and
splendid, asin the expostulatory homage of
M. Delamartine ; but{‘lcre is the sublime, my
Lord  for this intercession was offered on your
account, to the supreme Source of happiness.
1t sprang from a faith more confirmed than that
of the French poet, and from a charity, which,
in combination -with faith, showed its.power
unimpaired amidst the languors and pains of
approaching dissolution. [ will hope, thata
prayer, which, I am sure, was deeply sincere,
may not be always unavailing. :
It would add nothing, my iord, to the fame
with which your genius has surroundeil -you,
for an unknown and obscure individual to ex-
press his admiration of it. T had rather be
numbered with those who wish and pray, that
¢ wisdom f{rom -above,” and  peace,’” and
“joy,”? may enter such a mind.
THE ANSWER.
Pisa, Dec. 8th, 1821,

Str,—1I have received your letter. 1 need
not say that the extract which it contains has
affected me; because it would imply a want of
all feeling to have read it with indifference.
Though 1 am not quite sure that it was intend-
ed by the writer for me, yet the date, the place

which, in aliterary sense; ‘can at all interest.

where it was wrillen, with some other circum-
stances, which you mention, render the allu-
sion probable. But, for -whomsoever it was
meant, | have read it with all the pleasure
which can arise fromso melancholy a topic. -1
say pleusure, because your brief and simple
picture of the life and demeanour of the excel~
lent person whom I trust that you will again
meet, cannot be contemplated without the ad-
miration due to her virtues, and her puare and
unpretending piety. - Her last moments were
particularly striking ; and I do not know, that
in the course of reading the siory of mankind,
and still less in my ‘observaiions upon the
existing portion, | ever met with any thing so
unostentatiously beautiful. Indisputably, the
firm believers.in the Gospel have a greal ad-
vantage over all others—for this simple reason,
that if true, they will have their reward here-
after ; ‘andif - there be no hereafter, they can
be but with” the “infidel in his “eteral sleep,
having had the assistance -of ‘an exalted hope
through life, ‘withont subsequent’ disappoint-
ment, since  (at the worst for-them), ¢ out of
othing, nothing can arise,’® ‘not. ¢ vei sprroiv.;
3 5! -does not depend upon him:
say; Lwill believe that, "or
he other?:and least of -all that which*he least
can comprehend ? “Thave, however, observed,
hat those who have begun with extreme faith,:
3 greatly narrowed ' it,:as Chi
lingworth,  Clark,” (whoended’ as:an ‘Arian j
and 'some ‘others ; while 'oni the: other handy
nothing is‘more common, - than. for the: early,
sceptic:to endin o firm belief, like Maupertuis,
and Henry Kirke White, But my business is
to acknowledge vour letter, “and not to make
a dissertalion. " 1 am. obliged  to you for your
good wishes, and more obliged by the extract
rom the papers of (he beloved object whose
qualities you have so well described in a few
i words. I can assure you, that all the tame
which ever cheated humanity into higher no-
tions of its own importance, would never weigh
on my mind against the pure and pious interest
which a virtuons being may be pleased to take
in my welfare. In this point of view, I would

| produce uniforin benevolence of conduct. In
; the last hour of life, after a farewell look on a
lately horn and only infant, for whom she had
evinced inexpressible affection, her last whis-

ness 1 Since the second anniversary of her
decease; T have read some papers which no
one had seen during her life, and which con-
tained her most secret thoughts. I am induced
fo communicate to your Lordship a passage
i from these papers,. which, there is no doubt,
refers to yourself'; as ' have more than once
heard the writer mention your agility on' the
rocks at Hastings: _

% 0 my God, I take encouragement from the
assurance of thy word, to pray to Thee in be-
half of one for whom 1 have lalely been much
‘interested. . May: the person to wfwm’ Iallude,

(and who is now, we fear, as much distin-
guished for his neglect' of Thee, as for the
transcendant {alents Thou hast; hestowed on
him) ‘be - awakened to & sense’ of his own
danger, and led to seck that peace.of ‘mind in
a proper sense of religion,* which he has found
this world’s enjoyments unable to procure, Do
thou grant that his future example may be pro-
‘ductive of {ar more oxtensive benefit; than his
past conduct and wrilings have been. of ‘evil ;
and inay the Sun of Righteonsness, which, we
‘trusty- will, at'some futuse period, arise upon
him, be bright in rroportion to the darkness of
sthose:¢clouds which gutlt-has raised, and sooth-
‘ingin proportion to the keenness of  that agony
which the punishment:of his vices has inflict-
ed on him ! May the hope, thatthe sincerity: of
'my: own efforts for tlie altainment of -holiness,
‘and the approval ‘of “my own love to the great
“Author of religion, will render this. prayer, and:
‘every other for the welfare ol':ymm;]dn’d,j‘ mare
‘efticacious—cheer me iy the path of duty s but
let me'not forget, that, while we are permitted
to animate oursolves to'exertion, by everyin:
nocent motive, these are but the lesser streams

whichj deprived ol:the grand fountain-of good,
deepiéonviction of inbornsin,: and firm be-
ief cllicacy ‘of -Christ’s
salvation of those who trust i

¥ % Llude liove to the: « Association for -providy
ing. Scripture” R enders =i -comexion 5 with o th

Chitreh'of Englawd,”? formed nuder: thesanspi
Wincheste

pers were, € God’s happiness ! .God’s happi-:

whichimay: serve to increase-the current; . but |

not exchange the prayer of the deceased in my
! behalf, for -the united glory of Homer, Cwsar,
i and Napoleon, could such be accumulated upon
“aliving head. Do me the justice to suppose,
that ¢ video meliora probogue,* however the
' ¢ qeteriora sequor’® may have been applied to
my conduct. T have the honour to be your
obliged and obedient servant, Bynox,

p. S.~~1 o not know that I am addressing
a clergyman ; but | presume that you will not

be affronted by the mistake (ifit isone ) on.the.

One who has so well
?' felt, the doctrines of re-

address of this letter.

explained, and deepl
ligion, will excuse the error which led

believe him its minister.

“This letter, -every one will admit, exhibits
Lord Byronin a much .more amiable -point of
view than the traits of his character sketched
by -Mr. Dallus, prior to the year 1818, . The
following account of . his death-bed sentiments
is extracted from ¢ Last Days of Lord -Byron.”?
.- Ao very. few days before " his  Lordship’s:
death; Mr. Parry - relates ;:—¢ It was . seven
o’clock in the evening when 1 saw him,. and
‘then I ook a chairat his request, and sat down
by his bedside;. and: remained till.ten o’clock.
He sat up in his bed,. and. was’ then calm and
collected. . He talked with me on o variety: of
subjects,. connected -with: himself and his fa<
mily." ' He spoke of death also with great com-

was so very near, there was something ‘nbout
“him so serious and so firm, so resigned and com-
posed,: so - different from any' thing 1.had ever
before seen’ in’ him," that .my:mind misgave,.
and at times foreboded his speedy.dissolntion,
¢ Parry > he said:swhen. Liirst went to him,. 5 1.
‘have much wished to.see you to-day, .1 have

better.:. 1 have . no'gloomy  thoughts, ‘and no
idea but Tshall recover. - I.am ‘perfectly col-
lected-—I am sure I' am in.my senses—but a.
melancholy will ¢reep over me attimes. " The-
miciition-of the subject brought the melancholy.
topics back,.and . & few. exclamations showed
swhat occupied -Loid . Byron’s: mind when he:
‘was Teltin'silence’ and- solifude; ™ My wire !
‘my-Adwl:my “country:! the. situationof this
place—my’ removal impossible, sand p’q_rlh.gps

ame

‘doat!

me to

‘posure, and though he did not believe his end.

had tnost strange: feelings, but my head is now,

Noman on earth respects a virtuous woman, .-
more than [ do; and the prospect of retirement

-] in England, with my, wife' and:Ada, gives me

an idea of happiness [ have never experienced

before.:: Retirement will be‘every thing to me,

for heretofore’:to me ‘life hns;beg:n-]ﬁ(e -the

ocean ina storm.:; You have no.conception of
the unaccountable” thoughts which come.into

my mind when the feverattacksme.~Eternity

and space “are before me, but on this subject;

thank God, [ am hapr and 'at ease, . The

thought of living cternally, of again reviving,-
is a great pleasure. . Christianity is the purest

and most liberal religion in the world; but the

numerous teachers who are continually worry-

ing mankind with their denunciations and

their doctrines, are the greatest enemies of re- ..
ligion. T have read with more attention than

half of them the Book of" Christianity, and I

admire the liberal and truly charitable prin-

ciples which Christ has laid down, There

are questions connected with this subject which

none but Almighty Ged can solve. "Time and

space who can conceive? None but God—

on him I rely.” :

From Mr. John Sheppard’s reflections upon
Lord Byron’s letter. -

% Nothing in it will be more obvious or
more important, in the view of a thinking
reader than the full concession of this power-
ful mind as to - the high value of Christian
faith ;- the ¢¢exalied hope, through life,”

which it is exclusively adapted to confer on

its genuine possessors. . It s assumed by the
noble writer, as an agreed fact, that medein
infidels have no better prospects to offer us
than that of ¢ eternal sleep.’”” “And it is too.
apparent from intimations in his own, and
broader statements in other works, that the
reigning unbelief of our day is of this lowest
and most hopeless kind, Imagination and phy- -
sical science seem to have contended which
shall lend itself most effectively 1o the
wretched and ignoble task of persuading men
that they are allogether mortal, Poetry and
physiology have heen employed to present
visions of materialism and annihilation, which
cannot but involve a creed nearly equivalent
to atheism. ,
The schemes of the older deists, and of the
modern theophilanthropists, which, while vx-
cluding revelation, professedly upheld the
doctrine of a future state, are to be placed but. |-
one very short step in the scale of n:oral opi- -
nions below that German neolegy  or  anti- .
supernaturalism, which assimes the’ nume of
Christian ;. and those : schemes | were_exalted =
when compared with the’ degracing end’ de-+.
moralizing . theory i which:, modern  nfidels.’
proposé.}['_' . Lol L B ",:" R
- Jutwhatever superiority:thosa heiler tencis
possessed, it may--he doubled whe 16
hiave' often been firmly’ held ¢
cultists who taught the
was" a’ contemporary wit
deistical writers.of the']

LS. nown: pret
being accidentally: privy :lo the sentiments
sonie particular’;persons, I have been'long
persuaded . that most, if :not all, ourinfidels
(whatever name. they  take,:and. whatever
scheme, ifor . argument’s sake, and: {6 keep .
themselves in countenance, :they patronise)’
are supported in. their deplorable error, by
some doubt of their immortalily at the bot-
tom.”? :

From the mode of conducting this evil .
cause both in France and England, since his
time, we have ground to conclude that this
most ruinous Kind of unbelief has infected a
greater - proportion than heretofore of those
who reject or or do not embrace Christianity.
There are still, ! trust, not a few, who adhere,
in their wishes as well as their professions, to
a more elevated and pure philosophy ; but it
seems probable that even these secretly fluc-
tuate from the better o the worse, as lower
inclinations preponderate. On the other hand,
while it is impossible not to fear, from the
whole cast of his writings and . conduct,. that.
the mind of Lord Byron often yielded itself
to the most debasing views of the human
nature and destiny, * 1. cannot .but. believe
that it had occasional and strong fluctuations’
towards. that immortal prospect, which the
noblest ‘souls of pagan- antiquity. could not
renounce ;—were there no other reason: to
suppose 'this, I could yet not allow myself to
interpret the language of this letter applied to
the departed,—“whom I trust that. you will
meet again,¥—as. a merely. complimental: or
soothing accommodotion of phrase fo the feel-
ings and hopes of his correspondent, .. - .

.~ This.would .not accord , with the bold frank- -
ness .of the-writer’s temper and style,.and
would be a purely gratuitous. departure  from
it, because so- easily avoided. - It.is rather {o
be. judged that his fancy . wavered between
Plato and Epicurus, though' his irregular pas-
sions, and licentious " habits, with .the-daring’
independence .and misanthtopic' spirit- which
they fomented, biassed him towards the latter.
Such a vacillation is the best state of mind,
concerning: all b’ef'ond ‘this- short. jrecarious
!

.

.wha reject the divine missionof Jesus ! 11
nently fa-

“And here another reflection; emi
vourable to Christianity,”

s'Lord By~
mped " (by i

sonoble; and feligs so exuisilea
ron’s, couldbe s frequently
‘own'impligd ‘admission) into’

appreciating . and loving AL triist, for the time,:
‘sincerely) the beaty and happingss of, Chri
tian devotion ‘and benevolencey: conld. yet
sist in wanton contributions {o'the overthro
such principles, and the blighting o
joyments.: - How.solemn a lessonagai
mitting the mind to ‘yush® and: wander. ]
own reckless,. méteor-lik So;-and.
but a. brilliani torch: of:d

wight have shone as «'lig)

1 connexion with ' (hi

life, which can be hoped for by ‘those amongus . -

L istia ses from the Yery
‘fact, that“for want of its influence, an'intellect ..

\ issi ‘a>state of overt 1
hostility 1o human virtue and well-being ; that =~ -
‘the writer of this letter; with:a'soul capable of """




