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THE ISLAND OF CYPRUS.

HE island of Cyprus, over which the flag of
Groat Hritain has {:\n{ been rassed, in pursuance

ol the mecret treaty between the (lavernment of
that country and Turkey, lies 1n the eantern part of
the Mediterranean Sea, and has s length of about
one hundred and forly miles, with a breadth of from
filteen to lorty nules. Tho distance from its exireme
easteru point to the nearest point of the coast of
Syria la sixty-Gve miles, while on the north the dis-
tance trom its shore ltne to the coast of Ania Minor is
sbout eights-tour miles. The population of the ialand
1 about two hundred thousand, of whom two-thirds
are Groeks and the rest Moslems, Maronitea, At
mopians, Roman Catholica and Jews. It is Inter-
sectod from exat 10 weal by a range of mountains,
called Olympuas by the ancients. The island occa-
ies a distinguistied place both in xacred and pro-
ane history, having belonged alternately to the
Pheenicians, Greoks, Persians, Romans, Veoetians
aud Turks—the latter having sobdued it in 1371,
It was long oelebrated for the quality of its wines,
bat the production hasnow become inconniderable.
The capital of the island s Nioosia, which is located
nlue miles from the sea, and Las a population of
twolve thousand., The city is three miles in cir-
cuit, is surrounded by strong walls, and includes
among its principal buildings the Sersgho or Gov-
ornor's Palsce, the Mosque of St. Baphia, thie Palace
of the Groek Archbishop, and the Church of St
Catharine. Larnaka, a ¢ity of ten thousand popula.
uon. whero the European consuls aad the principat
foreign merchants reside, and Limasol, are the chiet
commercial emporivms of the ixland. Que of our
llustrations shows the Umted HStates consulur
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buildings at Lsroaka. The island often soffers
from drought, and Jocusts commit great ravages.
Madder root forms the principal production, and
the exportation of carob beans s rapidly growing.
The aunual grain crop i+ small, but there i3 a con-
siderable growth ol cotten, and colocynth is ex-
tensively coltivated. The prosperity of the isiand
has bren retarded by the oppression of the Turks ;
bat under the rdgime b Great Britain its interesta
will no donbt be largely developed. To Americans
the i:jand Las a peculiar interest, owing to the dis-
coveries made there by General Cesnola.

The valve of Cyprus 10 Great Britain lies in the
fact that its possession will give her complete con-
trol of the Mediterranean, while the protectorate
which she guaraniees of the whole o! Asiatic
Tuorkey will at the same time give her control of
the land commusnications between the Mediter-
rancan apd the lndian Ocean. )

Under alf the changes of administration to which
it has been subject, the poliucal importance of the
istand has never been demied. lis geographical
situation makes it, in the hands of a foaritime
power, the virtual ruler of the whole of Southern
Asia Miuer to the north, snd of Syria to the east.
Any paval power owning Cyprus i¢ also mistress of
Peort Said and the moutha of the Nile. Indeed, for
a nation aiming at jnfluence in Asia, the ali-im-
portance of its possession can scarcely be over-
estmated. There sre harbors which can easily be
dredged for an almost illimitable navy, and all along
the coast trom Cape St. Andreas to Bafla there are
beights which can easily be crowned with fortifica-
tions aimost as impregnable as those ot Gibraltar
itself, And unbke Gibraltar, with its nar-ow stripa
of fertile soil about and below the Alameds, the soil
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