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II_ON. C. A. P. PELLETIER. =

The Cabinet office vacated by the elevation of
the Hon. Mr. Letellier de St, Just to the Lieut..
Governorship of Quebec hing been filled by the
appointment of Mr. Charles Alphonso Panta.
teon Pelletier, as Minister of Agriculture.” The
new Cabinet Minister hus sat continuously in
the House of Commons, as member for Knmnou-
raskn, since 1809, and was returned at the last

general election by acelnmation. He also re-
resented for some thne the Eastern Division of
Quebec in the Quobee Legislature, but retired
from the Assembly three vears ago, in order to
devote himself more fully to the work of the
House of Cominons. Mr. Pelletier was called
to the bar of Lower Canada in 1860, and has
held the office of Syndic of the Quebee Bar. e
was for some years Major of the 9th Battalion,
or Voltigeurs de Québec. - Mr. Pollutier was borp
in the beginning of 1837, and is thus only in
his fortieth year.” Ho therefore belongs to the
young generation of statestnon, who have been
trained in a severe chool, and from whow much
way, in consequence, be expected.  Hisappoint-
ment was connected with many circumnstances to
which we will not refer, except to say that they
reflect credit upon him personally, and point to
a legitimate influence which he is destined to
exert. The Department over which he is called
upon to preside is one of the most important
in the machinery of our Governwent, and one
which was raised toa high standard by the in.
dustry, urbanity, and talents of the late Minis-
ter, Mr. Lotellier Jde St. Just.  Weaars confident
that the new incumbent will prove himsolf equal
to the standard laid down by his predecessor,
and that he will fully satisfy the legitimate
demands of the publie.

JOGRNALISM TWENTY CENTURIES
AGO.

The first Roman journal, published over
2,000 years ago, appeared only ouce n year.
This paper, intended to be fead Ly the publie,
was known by thetitle danales Marini, The
editor of this paper was the ** Pontifex Maxi-

mus,” whose duty it was to chronicle all the im-
portant events of the year. The news wag
writlen on white marble tablets and attached 10
the residences of citizens, It must have heen
a curious sight to ses the old Romaus crowding
around these 1ablets to get a look at the latest
news.  Bat thimt after knowledge and the
curiosity of the people grew rapidly, and in such
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a measure that the Government, the only issuer
of a_journal, found itself obliged to issue a daily.
It is interesting to know that some of these.
journals, having reached the age of 2,044 years,.
are gtill in existence. The name of the first
daily journal was deta Populi Romani Divrne
it appeared daily either as ““ Album,” 7. ¢, the
tablet hung out in public, or the contents were
written with red chalk on the walls - of the
houses. The contents of the journal comprised -
what would be classed as daily news in our
modern papers.  From the want of ‘the neces-.
sary waterial, political articles were not to be
had. = Nevertheless, according to the views of
the Roman Government, it was a’ true jourual,
and intended ag reading matier for the public.

Doubiless it will interest some of our readers

to peruse a verbal translation from the oldest
journal extant, issued 168 years bLefore. the
birth of Christ: *“Consul Licinius was the
acting judge to.day.  There was a heavy thun.
der-storm, and the lightning split an oak at the .
foot of the hills of Veli. In a hostelry at the
foot of the hills of Jabus there was a tight, in
which the landlord was badly wounded. - Titin.
ius punished somé bhutchers on aceount of their
selling meat which had not been inspected ; the
utoney thus paid wus used to erect a chapel to
the Goddess Laveren. The broker Ausidius
fied from town to-day, tuking money with him
belonging to other people.  He was caught, and
had to refind the money.  The brigand Demi-
phion, who was captured by Ofticer Nerva, has
been crneiiied to-day. The flotilla frow Asia
arrived to-duy.”

We see froin this that it wus in olden times
pretty much the same as in our days ; we only
wish that our officials would attend to the but-
chers as well as Titinius. It mustbe of interest
to journalisiu to know that Julius Ceesar, the
greacest of all Romans, paid special attention to
journalism.  He saw the necessity of instruct.-
g the people in everything occurring in the
State, and we find this quotation in Suetouius :

“ Juhins Ceesar, as soon as he had entered his
public office, cansed not only to be written, but
also spread among the people, the proceedings
of the Senate.” .

This was the first political papar, and, as it

contained news about buildings, births, deaths,
executions, nnd anecdotes, it can be likened
very much to our marlern papers. it seems in-
credible, but it canbe proved, that already in
the olden times there were stenographers, who
took down the speeches made iy the Senate or
i public. They were culled ** Notarii.” and
we find o place in Suetonins where Augustusis
anygry because ihe stenographers reported the
sprech of Ciesar for Metellus in a very imperfect
manner,
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