their surgeons is unexageerated by Mr.
Rawlinson, a civil-engineer, sent.out'on the
sanitary commission, _already -referred to.
‘Having ' been wounded, hée liad to be ., surgt-
cally; treated 'in the front—an opport
observation 'which 2’civiliau rarely obtains,
or:is'anxious to obtain ;' and he'says, ¢ I can
state' that in.that division 'in’which'T lay,
from'the officers;to ‘the ‘inén, the medicul
officers,” if I may us so strony i 'term, were
almost worshipped—idolised.”” " 7 = .7
~Yet throughout the late inguiries,iow em-
bodied “in 6 “alarming "a” library of blae-
books, ‘there isever peréeptiblé a continuons
tissue of dissatisfaction with  théir’ position
and functions, among. the “inedical men, of
the army,and at the same time "2 demand,
on-the'part of other puople, for théir petfor-
mance of functions whicl “dre éupposed . in
some‘way. or other to be conuected with
their 'department, but ate not.done by thew,
or by anyboly ‘e'se. The civilidn' Witness
just quoted, having beén requested fo wive
is opinion ‘as tothe philuith opy

! opy,. kindiiess,
and skill of the army surgeons, so far as his
opportunities "taught-him, sdid, Wwith houest
fervour, ¢ [ cannot find language strong,
enough to 'express what'J think of our sur-,
geons: “Lthroorht that they weré labouriag’
ander some diszdv niages,.and I douot think
they ~are in" right  pusuion in a regiment.,
1"do not'think that their feelings™ for their
men - are consulted sufficiently.*—(Q.
3331.). ¢ Their men > here meaus‘the men’
under medical charge';. but. others might.
with more strict military” etiquette, talk .of
of them 'as their men—ani hence one of the
difficultics. - co e
Thronghont the large mass of evilence Lear-
ing on'the-sufferings and the mortalityof our
armyin the Crimea,.rnany illustrations break
vut.of a sensitiveness, dud not & wholesome-
sensitiveness, in_the medical departnient..
We cannot.think it either good taste or good’
policy for the physician to compete with the
warrior for his laurels.” These_are not the
shape in” which the ackunowledgments either
of hia skill or of his courage should be wel-
comed by him.  The ‘wurrior is a peculinr
bzing, alone and-ultapproachable in the cha-
ragcter of his career. “Others “inay show as
much courage, a3 much combativeness
even,’but it all 'goes iuto a different classifti-

- cation of the worli’s hes It miuy. be true
that the.military profession.is ipt to show. a
haughty ‘anil repe!lant jealousy of évery. at
tempt to.participate-in itz peculizr honours
anidl nomenelu ure, that the camp  acknow=
ledges no.rank in the world bLut military
rank, within whuch.itincludes royalty becan-
se the monarch s’ the head of the army.
But it is also.true thut this pride aud jealou-
sy are necessary attributes of the army, for,
adjusting thesoldier’s adaptation'to his wori,
since it is. certain that, wherever war is,
there the soldier must be supreme. Thers
is no room, uo possibility forany other au-
thority. = Over a newiy captured city—over
the general scat of wiur—the cormmunder-ins-
chief of the forces.must be supreme ruier.
Judges, mrgistrates civilians of dll kinds,
including the otlicers who are military in
name bwt eivilian in function, mast be'tu Li.
hands.  Whatever nomiial 1ank they, may
hold, therefors, the non-cumnbatant portion
of an army must alwuys be subject 10 the
combatant.  Were o lieutenant in eomn-

mand ol a smull separate force, the sargoi 8.

must be under his orders, at least. in every
thing but the' preseriptions he issues to his
patients. ~ As the Army Santery Commis-
sion justly say. ““’That relative rank shonid
confer any military command, is of course
nut of the question : and no medieal oflicer

wotild for one moment contend for an. an--

thority for which he is manifestly not qua-
lifiecd, " and ~ with which, was if quali:
fied he could not be invested without de-
triment o the poblic service®  Sir John
M?Neill, if we mistake not, entered life. as
an army surgeon.  The field, thus open to
him proved either uncongenial, or too nar-
row for his eapacity, but he oflers i his evi-
dence a morsel of sound advice to those whe

are to make it theif profession and provision

for lifes "¢ I conceive, 2 he says, ¢ having
myself a stronz sympathy with the professi-
on, that their true diirnity consiets in restric-.
ting tiiemselves to their professional duties,”
We can anticipate no advantage either to.

the rhedical profession or to,the public ser-

vice; by the adoption” of thé te'lowing table
of squivalents supplied by a «' puty inspec-
tor-generil of hospitals, on halfpay :—
PRESONT TITLE. PROPOSED TITLE.
Rissator-General,~—Surgeon-Genl in. Chief..

THE MILITARY

=! .“—————M—_—~ - =‘ — - =

the ce

inspecior-General of Hospitals,—Surgeon-
- General,

Deputy Inspector-General " of Hospitals,—

Surgeon-Brigadier... ... R
Staff Surgeon, 1st Class,—Surgeon Licut-Col
Staff. Surgeon,” 2nd ~Class, antk Regimental

- Surgeon,—Surgeon-Major: -

Asistint Snreeon (above 5 years? seivice),

—Surzeon-Captain. -« oo .
Assistant Sargeon (auder 5 years? practice),
... —Sidrgeon-Liewtenant. .. Lo

-+ “We are not reconciled to the hankering of

the.surgeon after.the soldier’s peculinr dis~
tinctions, when.we see attempts miide 10 es-
tablishia parallel in the merits and condnot
of the two.classes.! % [ consider,” says Dr.
Andres. Smith..~ #-that: the-danger to which
an officer. is exposed: during a severe epide-
mic it the :West.Indies, is greater than . the

danger that a-man: is-exposexl.” Who- cad. |

doubt the. large fund of courage. both active
aud passive, that is to-befound in-the medi=
cal profession 2. But is thete only one form

"of reward for: every. kind of “courage ? - St.
- Thomas-i-Bucket, Luther, Latimer, Howard!

iu the. dungoons, and: Mnngo Park. among.
tae Africans, all showed'a courage of which:
it were dificult 10- define. the bounds ; but:

. would: any. of them.have thought that uil. its-
.aims were lostibecanse they had -refused-a

“pair of - epaunlets;. and the! distinction of so:

many. shots over their cotfins 2 © We cannot:
conceive that.it woulil dv justice to'the cou--
rage with: waich a'man of 'experience - and
learning: deliberately devotes heaith- aml“
lite to. the-fulfilment of the noble duty of
ving:the lives of many others, that his me-=-

tit shouldibe weighed in the sime bulance

with.that ofi the - bigh-spivited, thoughtless
youth,:whouis. the first to lead into the diteh
or mouut-the parapet. cre
suldier’sgloryican be gained, is often farfrom
that.where-the zealons military surgeon 1s
reapiugy his.. The- Commissioners, refer-
ing to.those-honours which can only be-con-
ferred-for service in. the face of the'enemy,
say. . ¢ But the-most. arduous aud the most
dangerous: services of medical doflicers are
not.always, even. in war, rendered- before
the enemy. They. have to: strive . with au
enemy.more dangerous than -man. in:the
almost pestilential. wards in Scutariy the
exertions were more continuous, the danger
were greater, and the honours and- rewards
to-be obtained were fewer, than at the front
before Sebastopol. The mortality of the
medient offi -e+s ut Seutari was.not miich ex-
ceeded by that of the combatant officers in
the armny of the Crimea ; but the “survivors

-are debarred-from. receiving those honuvurs

which, fortunately for the-countfy, are pri-

L zed more than either vank or: emolument.*?

In.fact there aro some grounds for think-
king that the medical department is-already
cramped by ti.o-c¢lose an analogy. to the com-
bative in the gradation of, rauks.. Look. at

the dilference of nataral function.between a

superior and inferior officer, and a. superior
and iufervior physician. In the former case

“the captain-commauds his compauy of ous

humdred. the colonel commands ten compa-
nies, makiug his thousund, and so- upwards
to the commander-iu-chief ; the chuaracier
und respousibility of'the functions rapidly
rising with the rise in1ank. o the medi-

Sworld the fumily physician  or the apethe-

cury attends to the touchiug of the children
to the ecu hs, und stomach-co nplaints, to
sstowad spradns aud eat lingers, when
a critical ease ol 1yp! ve-or erysipelas oc-
curs, the su_erisr otfices is called for in the
shape ol the eisinent consulting  physician,
if sume critical operation in  trepanning or
amputation is necessary, he comes in the
shape of a ce.webeated operating  sucgeon.
But in the army service, where the osta-

Dlished, function of each rank is to have

command over those of the inferior rank, the
adaptation.of the several grades in moadical
and surgieal science to their proper exigen-
gencies.is entirely  lost. The physician’s
prosress upwards in his profession. must all
be' throngh prictice 5 but when he rises  a-
bove the position of regimental” surgeon: in
the ey, he'virtoatly feaves  this test of
progeess behind him. Thus the performan-
ce of the most eritical operations fulls to the
vegimental surger noand his  assistant, the
younzest manbers sl the medica! hierarehy
—muany of those in the Crimea, acconding
to the evidence onthe point, were more
boys 5 while it is the function of some  dig-
nified and veteran inspeetor to- notice whe-
ther a bit of orange-peel is left on an hospital
floor, or whether the requisitions are  aceun-
rately recorded, and the case-books rightly

The spot_ where the-
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kept. Thus, under system, ivsecins extre-

mely difficulf to: ffud: finictions and: rewards.

for professional talent inthe-army.. A man

there- may be arareut physiciun or . surgeon:
anil 2, blessing to His regtment; that he can-

not'rise from:his humble sphere but.to -un-
‘dertake functions on whieh his™ talents are

wasted; or for which they may not’be sujted. -

Inithe permanent miltary - hospitals  there
are-opportunities for meun of professionial - a-

Dbility, butthese can.absorb but a small num- |
ber..  Aud-even-the_inspecting  and: other

woric. of the ordinary séltiors-can, we-would
suppose;. give work to but a small . propor-
tior of these who rise in rdnk by seniority.
Where elevation is virtually a removal out of
the: truestheatre of vsefnlness of course there
will bé no strong case for breaking through
the easy and natural gradaion by -seniority.
Lf indeed, a man bas talent. enough for the
performance. of, his, regimeustal, duties, it
would:be seant justice to deny to him - that
rauk which he can also fill as well, becnuse
there ix some other person who could per-
form sorne higher-profes
were there any such in‘existance. ‘Ho v this
must all tend to depress military talent and

“energy. inthe army, may be to aeasily seen.

Cu tue: ditRenlty, of bringing, promotion by

-selecticn (o bear on.profeszional merit, we

Aake the follewing.remarks by a surgeon ol
hussars; Dr.. Henry: Mapletou—they.. look
like trutn and good sense. ¢-No mau deser-
ves promotiou more than the-quiet, vnassu-
miug men wio will get up at night and. go
to tie sick, readity. and . without wuormur,
with kindness and humamty in all his acts,
but who will not pertaps write a. good- . re-
port and ny. experience of. the professivn

is, that'in nine cases out. ofiten, the- best.

practical man are the worst ut making re-
ports.. . Yet this man will rarely' be brought
to the special notice of the Director-Genura.
for proinotion out -oi:his' turn 5 but - ansther
who writes well and practices badly. will.”
—(Q. 4568.) Tliere was hitherto however,
been but’shght occasion for considering the
best.criterivn ‘for special promotion, siuce
there seem to nave been but rare infringe-
ments-on the setiority system. A. consider-
able portion of the report before us is oceu-
pied with explasations . how. the promotion
by seniority is adjusted to. practical possibi-
lity, since army surgeons die all'over the
world, and the man next to the.vacated pla-
ce'may be filteen thousand miles away irom
it.. The arrangemeénts  made for . adjusting

“the cluims of'all, may be in reality sunple,

like those of the great. bank aud railway
clearing houses'in London, bnt the’ detaiss
appear to the uninitiated very complicated.

tiow very necessury the system of promo-
tiou by seniority. is iu the armny medical de-
partmnent, atd irow verg heuvy u burden this.
necesstiy, 1s, are both Dustrated in a remar-
kable form by prusmotious made upon other
grounds-in the "Russiun  wur—promutivus
which couid not beavoided without seandal,
It appears that these promotions uphieaved
2 stratumn of other wedical officers away
trown the sceue of aclion, who
reusoi tu compiain that they had uot an op-

pottunity  of competing.. It s explained’

that when promotions were mada. the Di-
rector-Generad, following o practice  which

had perhaps boen established when instan-
ces of special. promotion were  extremely
rure, took the earfivst opportutiity ‘to pro-
mote themadical otficers who iad been
passed over, as it Is 1ermed, Ly the spectal,
prowolions.
who had distinguished themselves by their
zeal, orskitl during the war in the Beast, or
who had served continously through all the
hardships and  danger incideutil o those
campuigus, were rewarded by  promotion,
irrespective of seniority’; and theiv seuior,
being tn Austradia or elsewhere during the
period, huad. wno sueh epportunity. of dis~
tinetion, would likewise be promoted, to
compensate them for their i} fortune.”

It is clear that the Commissivuers are ot
a loss to solve the  diflicuitics  in the way
of the adjustneut. of the medicul " depart-
mient of the army : they think *a  Jimited
number of good-service peusions to the ofli-
cers must distinguished by  their zeal and

elliciency is due to the department and will,

act as'a wholesome  stimuius to its  memn-
bers.”? ¢ Sensions and retiring allownniees
are useful aud. vajuable things'; their spe-
cial usefulness is the inducement they give
to-broken-d-wn and superanuated by their
troublesume adhes on to lanctions which
they canuot perform. But these are not the.

sional function still,-

would bhuve |

¢ Thus muny wmedical ollicers.

.to the mexdi

" stimulants which guide-aspiring young men
" in the.choice of a profession; - ot

v urge :the
-eariest - and - energic ‘adepis’ to seek R
,hig?.egj. distinctions.w ~Onvene - substuntial
poitit‘only do*the Comumngsioners appear 10
Hind a way of benefitting the army surgeon
‘in'his présent position 3 it is the simple une-
‘quivecul allernative’ of riising his pay. No
oiie: will deny that hie fully deserves tliis. Tt
Avill make him more coiniurtable ' and " res-
“pectable doring his yewrs ol ' monotony ~or
dradgery butit: will not - induse him- 16
cultivate his - capacities for the- highes -de-
partinents of a service which aflor ds-him-so
famt a'chance of finding exercise for 1hem.
Conpled with this “suggestion is_another,
which cuxsts’ @ 'melanchoiy shadoW on the
future of the army* medical  oflider.s ¢ We
must. alsoadd,” the - Comuisioners. say,*
it we consider compalsery retivement =zt
sixty-five years of. uge “of the - inspectorind
rauks, aud filty-five years of uge for the:ex-
deitive ranks, is absolutely necessary for
the eflicicney of the service”? So that, at
the age when the aspiring members of
-ather professions often only ™ begii: 1o strive,
“for its highest houours, tiv medical -offeet
must leave the fleld, and either recommen-
¢e the world again, or conteut  hiwnsélf in-
half-pay obscurity-and uselessness. . -«
"1t may. souua like the extremity of Utopia-
nism, but we cannot help. as at present-ad-.
vised, launching the opinioy, that 1t would
be-better for the medicai . protession” and all
others concerned, if, instead of wedical ofli=
cers. being created and:-continued ds an ap-.
pendivre 16 particular branches of the public
service, tiere were a- sgpurate -midical de-
purtitent, cousisting of wi the medical men .
i the public ™ service, frum which each
bransh might be supplied according o 118
neetls. Thearmy andabe navy surgeon could
thus have 'the whole medival. promotion in
the public:service before their eyes. When
seicntifie professional men of very. conside-
ruble_standing have been tempted out of the
luerative walks of professional lite; into some
public oflice where- their. kuvwledge is re~ .
quired, it hias.often been. noticed -that their
want of business aptitude or experience al-
most néntralises their scieatitic” skill. But
if they had spent thelr eurly yedrs in'the ar=
my or.navy, and graduaily. found their way "
up tu the more loerative civil appeiniment,”
they: wouid probably huve been, competeut
men of business as Well as of science. . Du-
ring. the last quarterof a century, many new -
wedicil offices of more ar. luss  importance
liuve been connected with' the - boards of Ju-
nuey, the-poor law; the il(Lll'lilli.‘él_l'l.lﬁoll‘ofp.l‘l-
‘sons, the-collection of national vital stutis-
tics, ond the inspection.of fuctories and mi-
nes. There.are other Government. depart--
inents in which. medical -science would be
valuable, and in.some of thuse where it is al-
ready. employed it.eught to. have o~ higher |
place amlz more- intlukntial voice than it
hus.- Respectable meinters of the profession.
have lately been. complainiuyg that it has not.
its legitimate irfluence in the legislation and .
administration of onr country.  Insted of sueh
organic elinges for the specizl beuefit and
diauitetion of the profession as they someti-
tnes demand, we think their aid will bo
more logitimately obtiined 3! the State draw
{iberalty on the profession for ali thuse mem--
bers whom' it can efiectively employ in the
public serviea : then by  degrees would the
prefussion grow into itslegitimate influenee
and ugelulness. '
4y

We have not mentioned the sanitary de-
pirtinent as among those which alread, ab-
sorb medical seience, becinse, as yel, it1s
but - partially and imperfectly developed.
That w thorough system.of satinary organi-
sation will be extended to the zrmy, aftere-
vidence so overwhelming, hoth of the good
it is capable of nccomplishing, and of the di-
saxters which our troops have endured in its
abseuce canvot be doabted.  Having before
us the great object of pleading the soldier’s
claim for whatever aids to healith and vitali-
1y science hus given to the world, we have:
not thought it necessary at _present to enter
on the details of sanuary science, reserving
it for an early occasion tv offer to ovr readers:
a suceinet aceount of its established results;
and a deseription of the shapes in which the-
se may beeane available, whether 1o the sol-
dier or 1o the rest of the commnunity. Inthe
mean tigie, we think that both iu_the army
and fu other departments, the chief instru-
mentality in sanitary organization must fall
edical profession. True, they ‘are”
unot the authors of the science, and are nct.
repuated to have given it any cordial welco..
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