THE HARP.

185

bright in honorof the-feast of their holy
foundress, and in’ the happy bridal of
their new sister. A galaxy of summers
fuirest flowers had ‘been gathored to do
honor to the heavenly triumph of the
saint and her duteous child.

Bride and her mother (a fair and
comely dame of some forty summers,)
wore there, and several other ladies of
the town, two Franciscan Fathers at-
tended on the Bishop, and two of their
scholars were enchanted by being allow-
ed toaet as acolytes. And now com-
menced the beautiful and touching cere-
mony of Profossion. ;

The company being . in their places,
the line of nuns advanced wp  the aisle,
last-of all, walking by the side of the
Abbess, the fair young noviee, her face
shining with unearthly besuty and celes-
tial radiance.

The nuns having taken - their places,
and the Abbess seated in her chair,. Sis-
ter Clare of Josus, with a lighted candle
in her hand, knelt down before the
Bishop, and asked him to reccive her
‘to Holy Profession, and- her voice clear
and sweeb s0 that every word could be
heard, declared thatif the whole world
was hers, she had chosen and was ready
to-nbandon-it all to” become a child of
S. Clare, though most unworthy. IFfirm-
ly she replied to the vurious searching
questions the Bishop continued to ad-
dress to her, and then- the -deep low
chuntof the Feni Creator floated through
the chapel, and every voice joined and
every heart prayed that. sevenfold gifts
might descend.cn the head of the young
novice. - Then on went  the petitions—
the veil and ring were blessed, and the
Litany of the Suints intoned, and the
sublime prayer of the - ritual followed,
“ And ns thou -has vouchsafed to attest;
saying, ‘L know my shoep and my sheep
lenow me,” acknowledge her for Thing,
and grant that she may: so know and fol-.
low ‘Thee, and only Thee, that she may
never.give car.lo or obey another’s voice;
' Who hast promised that whosoever obeys
and:serves Thee here shall follow: Thee
hereafter.” .. So.prayed 1oly: Church. :,

Then. the <Bride, rising . to=her- feot,
chanted three times. in: a-loud and joy.:
ful tong; “ Recoive me  according to thy:
promise, and I shall live, and.do not dis;
appoint me of 'my expoetations,” each.

time the Abbess answering, My dear-|

ost daughter, lot-it be done unto thee ac-
cording to thy words,” and the choir
chanting “‘Amen;” and then, even in
the still chapel, and amidst that atien-
tive audience, there was a hush, for the
solemn moment had come. The B ide
lenelt down and placed her joined h.nds
between those ot her . Abbess, and they
were bound together with a stole repre-
senting the cords which Christ Jesus
out of his great love for us didst suffer
Himself to be bound,-and then, in a
clear and distinct voice, Sister Clare of
Jesus made her vows.  She ended; and
eternal life was promised to her if she
wore faithful to her -engagement, and
again the soft tones of the choir, like
the whispering of angels said “ Amen.”
‘Then the Abbess kissed the Bride, and
the white veil having been taken from

thereon, and:she was bid to wear it till®
sho came before the -tribunal of the
Bternal Judge. ~ And sweetly rose her
wrinmphant reply inthe words of Romes
Virgin Martyr, “Ile hath put a mark
and veil over my facethat [ may admit
noother iover but Himself.”” - The crown
of rejoicing was: placed on her young
hiead, and the spousal ring was' given,

placed on her finger, “My Lovd. Jesus:
Christ has engaged me to. Him: with
His ring, and adorned mo as His spouse
with a crown.” Then the Abbess gave
her a_crucitix biddivg her *f receive and
embrace her Spouse,” another prayor,
and then clemr and joyously rose tho Ze:
Deum, while the brice. went round - to
all hor sisters to give -and receive the:
kiss of” peace. ' .
Mass now commenced, and after the
Gospel: Fathor Galway preached the ser--

by his audioncee as & very moving dis--
course, but which for:fear of wearying:

wards nearly all the laity communicat-
ed.. :Mass of  thanlksgiving,
Trather Taffe, followed, and - then - the’

fore the house, where Bride had prepared
a wedding breakfast for- Eveleen: as

had.the year bofore for Mary.:
Lot (o be Continued.)

her head, the black veil was placed

the bride answering joyfully, asit was |

mon - whieh was deseribed afterwards-

my readers I dare not enlargeupon.:
At thie time. of Holy Communion. the
bride first received the Adorable: Sacra-:

ment, and.then the religious, and after--

said: by
party adjourned " to the greensward.be-:

she. .




