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proceeding in the way suggested, than by
tollowing the usnal course: but, since we do
not read the Seriptures for practice, but
rather to learn our Quties to God, to our
neighbor and to ourselves, the objection is
of little importance.

1le who does not make the Bible a lawp
to his fect, and a light to his path, but walks

entirely after the counsel of man, must be in”

doubt and fear, since, aMong tallible mortals
‘there exist such i diversity of opinion ant
practiceon ital points.  Ile who jnvestigates
for himself the Word of (tod, and by it tries
the statements of ministers  and  others,
whether they are in harmony with it or not,
and accept or reject them  accordingly, is
truly wise, The servant of God, who is try-
ing to make known his whole counsel, would,
for o momont, think of being irritated with
any of his hearers, who proves all things by
the Word of Ctod and holds fast that which
is good. We know that the Dereans werc
commended for gearching the Scriptures
daily and sceing whether or not what Paul
suid was true.  (Acts xvii, 11.)

Another malter that may not be
the nature of this communication, and onc
that professing Christians and even the true
followers of Christ neglect Loo mnuel, iscom-
mitting to memory as Many
passuges of Scripture, as by
can. _ It is not absolutely necessary that we
do so 3 but, if such an amount of pleusure
aceracs to him that memorizes portions of
the most beautiful writings of uninspired
men, surely d
the same with the Word given by inspiration
of God. When from home we cannot always
have our Bible with us but it is impossible
to leave the verses behind ; and during the
sparc moments in the day and the sleepless
ones at night, we can meditate upon them
and derive such benefit therefrom, that wo
will be the better prepared to resist the devil
so successfully that he will flee from us.

1t is necessary that Christians study the
Word diligently, that thoy may grow in grace
and the further knowledge of Jesus Christ,
and bo able to give an answer for the hope
that is in them, that the professing Christians
may find what yet they lack, and finding,
obtain it, that they may become meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
Jight, and the ungodly be warned to flee
from the wrath to como and lay hold on the
hope set before them in the Gospel. All
should study it till they become familiar
with its contents ; then they will know what
is right an@ pleasing to God, and what is
disp‘feasing to Him and consequently wrong.

A concordance, i Bible dictionary and
maps of the IToly Lands, greatly facilitate
biblical study, and all should have them. Of
the three, probably the most valnable is the
concordance, cuabling those that consult it
to find all the passages with case, that bear
on any subject they may he studying. Dr.
Smith’s Bible Dictionary comprises, “anti-
quities, geo raphy. biography, and natural
history,” and must be seen to be appreciated.
"The valuc of maps wis shown by & communi-
nication in the Icbruary number of Tie
CuRISIIAY, entitled Geography.”
S TN IL

P. ¥. Island, March 16th, 1885,
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FROM NEW ZEAL.IND.

—

Drar Bro. Criawronn,-—In addition to the Sal-
vation Army and Amcrican Evangelists, we have »
now sect calling themselves the Church of Christ,
who teach and hold the souls-leoping, materialistic
doctrine of * conditional smmortality,” which being
jnterproted means that immortality can only bo
obtained by the heliever and followor of Jesus, all
others ave lost in the grave. Their bodies roturn
to tho dust, but as they have not immortal spirit,

much more will to him that does |

'\ Yours, etc.,

* when the vital spark quits this mortal frame it goes
out like n farthing rush light, withont hope of being
relighted in the hereafter, except through a boliof

tin Chuist. Thisisa convoniont doetrine, and gots
rid of tho ineonveniont notion of future punish-
ment, and gives thoso who are so minded to follow

"in tho steps of him who

¢ When he lived he lived in c\o.\'cr,
And when he died he died ail over,’

o full opportunity to do so, as tho consequonces
" ave simply non-immortality, otherwiso annihilation.
. ‘Chis strango notion was introduced to Now Zeal-
| and by adMr. G\ Brown, who [ beliove xas at one
". time a Baptist minister. He is o very clover
 speaker; and has succeeded in gaining & good num-
| ber of followers, heir teaching in alnost overy
j other particulav appronches extremely close to tho
| plea of the Disciples, while their church order and
! many other iteins are identical. M. Brown has
| recently gone tv Ameriea and it is not improbable
| that you may hear of him,
3ro. Exloy, who has on goveral provious occasions
combatted their conditional immortality notions,

{oreign to has recently dolivored a course of lectures in opposi-

These nddresses Lave been
well received and have cansed considerable intovest
in Auckland where they wero delivered. They

, tion to their views,
|

y of the choice | wilt be published iu pamphlot form and civeulated
diligence, they | at a low price.

Owing to tho very great intorest
aronsed by these lectures our brother's intended
visit to the Thames has beon delayed nntil after tho
commencement of the New Yeur.

Phis brings to my mind tho near approach of that
interesting scason--n seavull of joy ns woll as onv of
gerious reflection —and I think I shall just conclude
this short epistle by wishing you and ol tho readers
of THY CHRISTIAX 0 Morry Christmas and a Happy
and Prosperous Now Year.

L. J. BaGNALL
Thames, Nov. 10th, 1884,

' [The above was mislaid,—En.]
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A SUCCESSFUL PRA YER-MEETING.

It is the purpose of -this article to offer &
i few suggestions upon the means of creating
and sustaining n good prayer-meeting.
\'l‘here is no service, in our judgment, that
' presents such opportunities for mutual help-
| fulness and spiritual development, as this
lone. Here we gather ass family at the even-
ing fireside. A | tho restraints of the duy’s
' oonflict and toil are laid aside, and the
family’s cares and disappointments, triumphs
and hupes are discussed with a common in-
torest. It is essentially thie peo hle’s meeting
and under modern restrictions t‘le only meet-
| ing the people have. It ought to be the
| happiest and most joyful sexvice of tho week,
' a place where the weary soul could find rest
| and refreshment, where the sorrowing could
find comfort, and where all could sit down as
members of a great family to cheer and en-

courage one another onward in the struggle. | Lord’s mossage,

‘It shonld be such an occasion that weary moth-
| ers may find it refreshing to tear themselves
I away from cares and sit for an hour under
its cheering influence; that the tired work-
man will go howno renewed in spirit and en-
couraged 1n his daily toil. Such results may
be realized in many of our now lifeless
prayer-meetings with proper attention, zeal
rand earnestness.

Perhaps the most gerious problem with
most leaders is to secure guch aun attendance
as is cssential to suceess. It i& next to im-
possible to work up a very strong intercst
with a handful scattered about over the
audienco room, One of the failures of most
prayer-meetings is in not reaching church
1)eople as u class,
ing difference between the

Jord’s dny morn-
ing and the

Thursday ovening attendance.

"Thero is generally a start-.

\

Perhaps a congregation of one hundred and
fifty can muster thirty or forty who have the
heroism to go through with the average pray-
er-meeling. Bvory such prayer-meeting, how-
over beneficial Lo fhoso who attond, is
in o measure failure, since & large
majority gain nothing from it3 exereises.
One of the ciforts, then, should Dbo
to increase the attondance, fll the house.
if possible. 1t will require thab all the

energy of the pastor and people be bent to

that end. TLel the same offort be made to
get the people to attend prager-meeting, that
Thore is to get an nudience on Sunday and it
can be done. In the first place mako its
services ateractive and profitable. It is often
unprofitable because it has failed to draw out
the sympathics and sustain tho inicrest of
those who attend. It very tediousness
causes weary men and tired mothers to prefer
their own cheerful firesides and the warmth
and glow of family companionship to the
weary monotony of such an hour. On the
other hand if thic meeting is made interesting
and helpful to those who attend its influence
will begin to spread through the congrega-
tion, " fien let overy one act on & committee
of invitation and its influence for good will
be doubled. 'Ihe young people will soon find
that the {)myer-mccting has something for
them, and the weary sinner will here find
himself nearest the divine presence, whoso
pardoning love he desires.

A great many fail to make the meeting
interesting because they neglect to give atton-
tion, in the preparation of cxorcises.  They
have gotten into a rut, aud there they remain
the year round. A few loug prayors and
tedious exhortations, interspersed now and
then with a lifcless song, to fill in awkward
pauses, is _often the weekly feast beforo gob
weary souls_who have come hungering for
blessings. If an offort were made to get out
of this rut it would have 8 wholesome effect.
Tot the exorcises be varied to suit the
occasion ; und as it is the people’s meeting,
in some way give cach individual » share and
responsibility in the servico. The timid
shrinking servant of Jesus Christ, must not
bo pushed aside by the stronger and more
ready of speech. 'he tender girl who has
just confessed hor Saviour must have an op-
Jorbuniby to testify of her love. ‘Lhere must
})c a pavt for the young dnd a part for the old
and the Mastor’s spirit over all. By prayer-
ful  thoughtful preparation, under tho
management of a gkilful leader, the prayer-
mecting may be made the most interesting,
sonl-inspiring service of the Lord’s honse.
And where it is made such, wo will not need
to Jament as we often do novw, the absence of
the membership from this service.—7he
Christian Bvangelist.
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JIOW TO PREACH.

Make no apologies. 1f you have the
deliver ity if not, hold your
peace. lave short prefaces and introdue-
tions. Say your best things first and stop
before you gel prosy. Do not spoil the
appetite for dinner by too much thin soup.
Teavo self out of the pulpit and take Jesus
in. Dofend the Gospel, and 1
defend you and your character. If you aro
lied about, tlnm?c the devil for putting you
on your gnard, and tako care that tho story
chall never come true. Do not get oxcited
too soon. Do not run away from vour hear-
ors. Engine driving wheels run fast with no
load, bub when they draw anything, they g0
glower. It takes a cold hammer to bend o
hot iron. Heat up the people, but keep the
hemmer cool. Do not brawl and scream.

Too much wator stops mill wheels, and too
much_noise drowns scnso. Em ty  veseels
ring the loudest. If you havo lightning-you

et the Lord
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