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THE LATE CHIER JUSTICE,

As announced e our last ssue, the
Chief Justice of British Columbia, Sir
Matthow Baillic Begbie, has paid bus Tast
account 1o nature, receiving the highest
honors which his fellow citizens could pay
to hiw in the sha; e of 2 public funcral.
Sir Matthew was, in many rospects, o re-
markauble aman, possessed of those stern
aud unllinching gualities so ess ntial to
the establishiment xnd wainten e of law
and order in & new community, which at
its beginning, no matter how high may be
the quulities of wany of those who com.
pose it, it finds always within it clements
that unless finmly repressed cannot fail to
be other than disturbing factors.  Stern
and overbearing  the lute Judge may
have been ; but he was aninently the man
for the situstion in the early duys, and, of
later, the exhibition of thuse qualit ¢s may
have been somewhat out of place, it was
nat to be wondered that occasionally their
Iater exlbition should have been the
subjest of unfsvorable comment. e was,
however, cminently the man whom he
vceasion  required, aud no better proof
of this could be oftered than the continued
existence of good order in a scattered
proviuce peopled by individuals of such
diverse and divergent qualitics and ante-
cedents. The late Judge was well worthy
of every honor of which hic was the ohyect
whether as the living administrator orthe
lifcleas remains of a great and useful win.
It is to be hoped that in the choive of
succeasor the Dominion Govermmeut will
remember that the only wan whoe can
worthily wear the crmine which wis put
off at even a higher call than that of duty,
must be otie who is not only 2 seund
jurist, but who will not have long to serve
before he fully understands the condi-
tions of the innnense tract of country for
which it will be his missivn to dispzuse
law and cquity alike.

THE AUSTRALIAN DELEGATES.

We wish that the Australian Delegates
to the coming lutercolonial Conference
on tho Mith inst. had wiade up their
minds to remain - Victoria Iomger than
the three hours which they considered or

were made to believe was all that they
could afford to give to the eaptal of
the Province of Brtish Columbia, 1t
eannot be gainsayed  that Victoria i the
leading port of the Provinee and, that
hee counnercial terests ate the larsest
and most wilely ex ended on the Britigh
Pacitic coast,  Nevertheless  the gentle-
men who have beets brought seven thou-
satdantles to mtelbgently discuss trde
relations with Canada occapied less than
thiee hours i talking 1o our merchants
ard at +he sane time madhany the rounds
of the oty und its subsurbs, and  that at
wightfull.

No mew better than the deputatuon of
the Pratish Clumbia Bowd of Trade
who tendered Victona's hospitalities to
the visstors could eaplun the commercial
situation of the Uritish Pacthie coast.
deseribe the resouress of the immense
teiact of Lund this side the Rocky Moun-
tans, yer they foumd it mipossible to
reminin here as el as twenty four
hours, while aus
sware, and, as they have stnee discovered,
severd  days must clapse before  they
could proceal on their jomney cas*ward.
As  we lhave times  stated
previously, we are glad that delesates
were cotmmissi ned t come to Canada
on aspecial business wission ; but they
bave, we think unfuwtumtely, ixnored
one of the most important centres of
aperation,  No doubt they meant well ;
but what was it pessible fur them to
learn by the exchmmee of half a dozen
hurried speechies and a widlop through
the streets of the city /

they must have heen

several

Tl BLACK DEATIL

According to the Lutest veports from the
Orient, an epidemic which is believed to
be identical with that wluch ravazed the
city of London in 1665 i3 now reging in
Canten and Hong Kong, We caunot
well atford to have it heve : but if we aro
to keep clear of ity we mus adopt all the
necessary  precautions. Like smallpox
and chelera, 1t has s habitat in filth
and squalor, dhough when it onee pre-
sents itself it is not slow to 11ke hold of
thure whese constitutims or conditions
are such as to predispose them to take
any infectious or contagious discase.  We
are all of us aware what sialipon has
done in well regulated canmuuities when
vtice it was imported into them. The
mora) of all this is **clean up " There
is suaid to be w skeletun in every cluset
aud there are few houses in or about
which there is not somctling that hias a
decided tendency te cucourage discase.
The health amspectors, acting under the
digections of the able and cnersetic medi-
cal health officer, Dr. George Duncan,
are certain to double their vigilanee—if
that be pusaible—it: the way of purging

and purifying the city ; while household-
ers themselves ought not to nced any
urging in this direction. Every house
should be set in tharough order and every
iudividual should ernsider it to be his
duty to himself and to his neighbors to
keep himself in that physical condition
which should prevent the evistencs in or
about him of any predisposing canses.

Moreover, we lave urged so persist-
ently that the suggestion has become al-
must gray-beeded, that the quarantine
regulations be far more vigorously cartied
out than they have been, and we do so
again,  Nether the Ewmpresses nor any
other vessels should hiuve amere formal
and perfunctory inspection by the quar-
antine oflicer.  They ought to be thar-
oughly overhanled  no anstter st what
cost.of time, and without considering who
are the owners or consignees,  We re-
peat, et there be vo wmistake or neglect.
o this t¢ re. B there is, the people will
hold the suilty parties to account, and
sume day there will be a terrsbile reckon-
ing.  In view of pust experiences, we do
not wender the disfavor in which the
Chinese and  Japanese are held by many
people 5 but we think thatthe quarsutine
system and  its administration  is wuch
more to blame than they are for the sad
experis nees whicl we have had.

FLOOD PRECAUTIONS.

We think that Premier Davie aud his
colleagues are eatitled to every consider-
ation for the prompt manuer in which
they have et the reguircments of the
situation in connection with the Fraser
Valley tloods. The leader of the Gov-
crament  hitself vas actively engaged in
the work of affording assistance and
relicf  while the Proviucial Sccretary,
Colunel Baker, visited the scene and
worked hike a Trojan, sparing neither labor
nor expense so as to render effective
scrvice.  What, however, has now to be
seen tois the proper repairing of the
dykes, which is a public work of the
greatest inportance. They have been
shown te be utterly inadequate to ncet
the objects for which they were com-
structed and now is the time for the
Dominton and  rovincial G «wernments
to conperate 1 tns undertaking of juime
necessity. The work should be of the
wmost thaough and substantin]l uature.
Flomds huave been of oceasional occurrence
in thepast 3 we fully realize the fact that
uider existing conditious they are certain
to repeat their work of destruc ivn in
the future.  We have some idea of what
there is to be expected 5 It us uat at-
tempt to disiuise the fact that something
s imperativedy necessury. We have no
doubt that the Dominion Government

will understand its obligations if they
are properly represeated and  will not
Lesitate to do ats share of what the

situation dewmands.



