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mosphoro of tho previous night's bird's-
oye. His drees was nogligent, Half of
his ill-folded newspaper stuck out of ono
pocket, and two.thirds of an old baud-
ana hung out of tho other ; and he acom-
cd not at all conscious of his uttor ccm-
monplacenees and very inferior condi-
tion.

Tho lady lowered her glasses, and
said—-

*‘I have written o you signing my-
self anonyoiourly.  Yuu received my lot-
ter yesterday 7

“Yes, ma'am.  If you will walk iato
my dflice, wo can talk without fear of in-
terruption. This way, if you please.”
Mr. Picrce opened the inuner door.

Tho lady hesitated, as if sho regretted
having anything to do with Mr, Yiorco;
howover, thero was nd going back at this
point, so she entored tho inner - offico.
‘Theio was nothing at all business-like in
the look of this small room excopt a desk
and a stool, Looking. about her deliber-
ately, sho obsorved that, while tho two

arm-chairs had the air of being exten-|q

sively sat upon, there was a thick stratum
of dust upon tho stool. Bir. Picrce
placed & chaw for her, aud with
difliculty poiccd himself upon the stool.

**I should like to know if you are the
principal of this firm "

“I am tho senior partuer and head of
tho bLusiness.”

““Thank you. X do not wish to wasto
your time or my own, Mr. Pierco; wo
wil therefore coms to the point at
once.”

“'Sho wants to got out of it,” thought
Mcr. Piexce. “Liﬁo my luck "

‘ ‘You havo taken thrce weeks to
consider the subject of our correspond-
ence.”

“Yes ma'am; wo do nothing in a

hurg."
“Obviously ; and you have arrived at a
conclusion 7"

“Yes. We ave prepared to make
tho investigation, ang to begin at once.”

“Just go. Bo good enough to toll mo
now, if you plecso, at what prico you
valuo your services.”

*It will cost you two guincas a
day.”

*‘For how long 7"

“Until the guilt or innosence of the
party suspected is proved to your satis-
faction.”

The Iady smiled; thero was some-
thing quite too ridiculous in Mr. Pierco’s
proposal.

*Thatis to say,” said she, *‘theinquiry
is to be protracted indefinitoly at my
oxpensgo.”

“J shouldn’t advise you to have it ex-
tended beyond eix months. Ifnothing is
discovered by that time, nothing will
sver bo discovered.”

“J am afraid tho result would not be
worth the expense’—the lady rose from
her seat—*‘I must therefore decline to go
any further with tlus investigation, Mr.
Prerco.” With the slighteat perceptible
inclmation of the head, she turned to-
wards tho door.

Mcr. Picrco slipped off his stool with
an air of resignation, and going to open
the door for his esciping chent, mur-
mured—

*So much tho better for Sir Gil-
bert,” -

*Sir Gilbert I’ exclaimod tho lady,
stopping abruptly and turning towards
Mr. Pierce,. **How did you como into
posscssion of that namo ¢

“Do you supposo I should tako up a
case, knowing no more about it than
you told mo in your letter, Mra. Gow-
er i

“How ling have you known my
namo 1"

*Only within tho last threo weeks.”

“And—and what do you know of this
case ¢

“Sufliticnt to warrant moin offering my
sorvices on your side. This privats in-
quiry bLusiness is not & very oxaltod kind
of thing—not tho sort of work a gontle-
mar. would tako toif.ho could holp it, nor
t..o occupation that any docent man
would deveto himsolf to without a protty

-
.

strong.conviction that ho could got his
living hoestly by it.”

“Thon you bolieve Sir Gilbort is
guilly 77

“1 do not boliovo him guiltleas. I am
tolorably cortain ho had a stronger mo-
tivo for wishing his wife out of tho way
than the counsel for the presceution dis-
covered."”

Mr. Piorco spoko with his hand resting
on tho handle of tho door. Mrs. Gower
aftor regarding him without the aid of
hor glasses for & couple of momonts in
silont surprise, quietly turned to the
chair sho had. loft and reseated herself
Mr..Piorce, returning to his desk, drop
pued by fores of habit into the arm-chair
that faced her.”

*“What.motive had ho 7" sho asked.

Mr. Picrco did not reply diroctly 3 he
scomed to.caleulate for a briof spaco how
far he could play with bis fish before
atriking.

“Do you kuow that Sir Gilbert has
gi\:cnd up the Abbey?”’ he presently in-
uired.

“T heard that ho had loft Monkden.
No ono would miss him."

“Do you know that he hzs taken a
second wifo,"”

“Sir Gilbert married again, and not
a year sinco my dear Griselda was
alive ¥

Mr. Picrce nodded.

“To whom? \What is the crea-
turo?'s name? How long has he known
her?”

“Her namo now is Lady Linton. Mo
made her acquaintance about five or six
x:in’tlm before your daughter was drown-

“That is precisely what I suspocted !
cricd Mrs. Gower in great cxcitemont.
] was certain of it. said to my hus-
band again and again, ‘Thera is another
vruman at the bottom of this.'” L.

“*That reminds mo ma'sm. If this in-
vestigation is to be procceded with, ab-
solute sccrecy is necessary. Above all
things, Mr. Gowor must suapect nothing
of your krowledge.”

(“‘7hy ?"

“Becauso Mr. Gower is in frequont
con:munication with Sir Gilbert Linton,
and is not only his friend, but also, I bs:
liove, an old acquaintance of the present
Lady Linton.”

¢“QOh, tho infamous man, the monster,
tho wicked baso creature! Why did I
over marry him 7'

“Ah 1" Mr. Piorco made a little ges-
ture which signified tha! this quostion
was open toa good deal of privato in-

Wry.

“".o on, Mr. Picrce ; do not regard my
cmotion. Tell me all; lei mo honow
overything,” .

Hero Mr. Pierce thought that tho timo
had come to strike.

‘‘As you may supposo ma'am,” said he,
rising and thrusting his hands into hia

acquired without a good desl of
troublo and expense on our part. If the
investigation ends hero, 1 ghall be a
loser. That is my affair.  One must
spoculate in overy business. I have given
you suflicient proof, I think, that wo aro
noither stupid or dishonest. Ifyou still
think the result of our inquirics will not
be worth tho cost, youaro at liberty to
withdraw at once ; but if you desire to
know anything further from me concorn-
ing Sir Gilbert Linton and Lady Linton
—and your husband—you must sign this
little memorandum of agreement, om-
wering us to carry on inquirics in your
{;ghalf at a paymont of two guincas per
diem for a spaco not exceeding six
months from the present date.” Saying
this, Mr. Pierce pulled out the bundlo of
lottors from his pocket, and, after openiu
half a dozen onvolopes, at length foun
the copy of agroement, which ho handed
over to tho lady.
Mrs. Gower road tho form of agroo-
mont through, and sat for somo moments
in silent reflection, tapping tho paper
with tho rim of her glasses.

It is not a trifling sum that I may be
compolled to pay,” aho said at length.

pockets, *‘this knowledgo has not been}]

“Bofore aigning this.agreemont, I dught
to have a moro dofined prospoct of suc-
coss. Tho [acta—it thoy aro facta—
which you have produced may:bo all that
you.can obtain.’

“POh, yes,” murmured MMr. Picrco
thou%:ltfully. looking up at thecoiling
over his glaasen, *‘1 think you are right
there! It's a fair suggestion. Do you
think, ma'am.” ho procoadoed turning his
glanco down to his client—*‘do you think
a wman could keep o cecret from his
wifo 7"

“Not if sho wishied to know it,"” ans.
wored Mrs. Gower sharply. .

*‘And thero are vory fow scorots: that n
wifo doosn't want to Xknow, goacrally
speaking,” snid Mr. Pierce, with a
ohuckle. ‘Now Mr. Gower .was- a wid-
owor when you married him. Do you
think, if ho was suspocted of ‘having mur-
dered his firat wifo, you would have
found. out tho truth very -soon.after your
marringo ! Thisis morely a suggestion wo
prove.tho.case.”

£40f courso I should.”

“You think ‘that any woman, living
constantly with her husband- and on af-
factionato terms.with him, would in tho
courso of a.fow. months- discover whother
tha charges sgainst bim wero true or
falso 1"

After  considering the queation for a
minute, Mrs. Gower replicd—

“Yes ; I think that ary woman with
ordinary common scnso would discover
that—after marriage certainly, if not bo-
foro,”

“Then I fanoy I can give you someo
assurance of discovoring noro facta than
I have already produced.”

Saying this, Mr. Pierco had rccourse
once moro to tho bundlo of letters in his
pocket, and, taking out a bulky packet,
held it up and said—

¢Tiis, ma’am, contains a faithful
copy of tho present Lady Linton’s diary,
as 1 am givon to understand. As yet 1
have only just glanced at it, for it came
to mo only by this morning'spost. Itisnot
tho whole of the diary, nor anything like
the whole. Apparently it bogins at the
dato of tho lady's first mecting with Sir
Gilbert ; but X am assured that the diary
centains} a  complete record of the
witer’s oxpariences and reflections up to
the present-day. I may tell you that my
partner is now residing with Sir Gilbert
and his wife, and has access to Lady Lin-
tou’s dinry.” Mr. Piorce looked at his
slipoers, as if ho xere rather ashamed of
his partuer. *“The opportunitics of sco-
ing tho diary and copying from it are
naturally fow and brief—an hour or two
cach day is about-the avorago; but we
may reasonably expect to got the wholo
of it in timo. I am told that there are
facts relating to Mr. Gower which will be
of greatintorest to you.”

‘“You will lot mo read that sod
what follows?’ Mrs, Gower asked eager-

y.

“Certainly. I will givo you this
packet as soon as you have signed tho
agreoment,”

“Givo me apen.”

With some difficulty Mr. Piorco found
ink that would flow and & pon-that would
wrile, and, baving broshed tho desk with
his coat-slecve, invited Mrs. Gower to
put hoer nameo to tho agrecment. This
sho did, and thon handing the paper to
Mr, Pioreo said—

“Now givo mo that woman's diary,”
Mr. Picree handed her the packet,

[ro BE coNTINUED.]

Thore may bo soveral of our readers
who do not know what covolution means.
For tho bonefit of such it affords us plea-
suro to stato that, according to Horbert
Sponcer, ovolution is simply *‘an integra-
tion of matter and concomitant dissipa-
tion of motion, during which the matter
prsses from an indefinite, incoherent
homogeneity, to definite cohierent hetero-
goneity, and during which the retained
motion undorgoes a parallel transforma.
tion.” Nowrt%ut thoy know the defini-

tion of evolution, thoy will marvel that it
never occurrod to them beforo.

Modorn Alglers.

A travoler atriviug at Algiors by rl
naturally fools a senso of diappontinent,
as-it ho were como upon a modern French
toun with ity streets, large warchouses,
9olonnndos, and gay shop windows, This
in modorn Algiora; and it Jics nlong the
borders of the sva for a distance of two
milos or more, and on thoe rising hellude,
three-or four blocks upward, lflgh above
tho French buildings, and directly back
of them, rises what 18 loft of tho old Arab
city. Tho houses, whito as an advauced
knowledge of tho art of whitowashing can
mako them, are irrogularly piled togothor,
liko a hugo mass of rock candy, A (hight
of five hundred steps loads to the Kasha,
or port, thut surmounts the height; and
many other streots and lanes, dark, nar-
row and circuitous, lead to tho same
point, giving tho old town a trangular
shapo,  Scattered over the hills en eithor
sido of tho city one scos o large numbor of
villus; thoso belonging to the Freuch and
the rich Hebrows are more to the left of
the town, while to tho right live n large
numbor of Euglish, who occupy n tract of
land oxtonding threoor four nules beyond
Algiers. Tho impression of the placo 13
much grander whon une approachesit by
water; its fine harbor, with tho forts,
lighthouse, and @ *anal, the rising mnss
of buildings of d. .ling whiteness, ter-
minating 1n_the grand old fort on the
summit, and tho Moorish wvillas which
surround tho bay, Ialf conccaled by the
luxuriance of tho foliage, make Algiers
onc of the most beautiful citics. Tho
olimato is absoluto perfection. Neichor
hot nor cold, but allowing uno always to
ait with opon windows. Tho scasons are
not marked by the budding of trees and
tho putting forth of flowaers, for this is go-
ing on throughout the ycar,

Greeloy’s Casual Lunch

Speaking of Horaco Greely, tho anoe-
dotes which have been geing the rounds
of tho press about s wunderful puwors
of digestion, recall ono of Parton’s stor-
iea. Greely was much interested in tho
log cabin campaigo, and during it could
think and talk of nothing olse. Ono
vight he wa3 invited out to tea. The
hour came. wore present, but
Greoloy did not appear.  After waiting a
reascnable timo, the rest of tho party sat
down and ato their meal. A half hour
after thuy had fnished, in came Me.
Greeloy. He snid nothing about beng
late, and apparently had forgotten about
taking anythiog toca*. Ho sat down,
and at once began to talk about the cam-
paign. Tho lady of tho houso attempted
to ask him if ho had had lus tea, but he
brushed tho question aside, and went on
talking.

Sho went out and brought in a large
cake basket, holding perhaps a half peck
of doughnuts, rich and greasy, but nat
bad to taste; these sho handed to Mr.
Grecloy suppusing ho would tks ono or
two, and then pass them along. He
took tho dish mechanically, and placed it
in his lap. Ho then took o doughnut
and munched away unconsciously as hio
talked. This caton ho took another, and
80 wont on cating and talking, to tho
surpriso of all, until tho half peck was
enurely caten up. As ho fimshed tho
last ono, tho lady touk away thoe dish,
and [ supposo on the principle that
cheesc is good for digestion, she put a

Iato of this in ita place, Mr. Grecley
king all the time,

A moment Jator and his hand jnstinet-
ivoly sought tho cheose,  He took it up,
block after bluck, and beforo hie had tin
ished talking, the plate was cumpty Tt
was taken away juictly, and the person
who witnessed tho acene saya e don't he-
liovo Grocley was cither then «r
afterwards awaro that he had caton any-
thing.

When a yot.mg girl finds a four-leaf

| clover it is n sign that aho wall bo m~rried

within a yoar, It 13 strango that somo
familics don't hire a farm and sow itall to

clo or.
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