
WIIAT 'riiL BURDOCK WAS GOOD FOR.

IlGood for nothing the fariner said,
As lie made a swecp at the burdock's liead;
But thon, lie thouglit, it was bcst no doubt,
Tu corne some da)- and rmot it out.
So lio lowvercdbi syte and %vent bis way,
To se his corn, to gathcr bis hay;-
And the %%,ced grcwv safe and strong and tali,
Close by- the sido of the gardon w~ali.

"IGood for a home," cricd the little toad,
As hoe bopped Up out of thc dusty, road ;
lit had just beoni having a dreatiful frighit-
The boy Mino gave it %vas yet iii sight.
lere it 'vas cool and dark andi green,

The safest kind of a leary scrceon;
The toad wvas happy: "F-or," said hie,
IlThe burdock, was plainly meantt for me."

IlGood for a prop," the spider tboughit,
And to and fro ivitlî caro he wroughit,
Tillilho faistened it well to c"i evcrgrcn,
And spun luis cables fine betwveen.
'Twas a bcautiful bridge-a triumph of skill;
The flics came round, as idlers will;
The spider lurked in bis corner dim.
The more that camne, the botter for him.

IGood for play," said a cbild perplcxed
To kn-)v what frolie %vas coming next;
So she gathoreti the burrs that ail despised,
Andtier city- playmate wvas quite surpriscd
To sec what a beautiful basket or chair
Could be made, %with a littHo time and care,
They rangedti bir treasures about with pride,
Andi played ail day b3' the burdock's sido.

Nothing is Iost iii this worlti of ours;
lioncy cornes froin the idio flowvers ;
The %veed which wve pass in utter scorn,
May save a life by linothcr morn.
Woniders await us at cvery turn,
Wc mnust bo silent, anti glatily lcarn.
Nr room for rcklcssncss or abuse
Since even a burdock bas its use.

-S. Nicliolas.

Mits. Ho>tr.sî'Ux,, who lias at terrible time every morning to get hoer
you ng brood out of their betis, says. she cannot understand why chiltiren
arc calIcti thc rilng gentration.

CAPTAIN RICHARD BROWN.

IIV JUIA. COLMAN.

44Wha's tho use of studying about those things ?" is an exclama-
tion wc oftcn hecar whcin boys andi girls are invited to attend a tcm-
perancc school. Il -Evervbody knows alcohiol is ad, and we are
plcdgcd against it, novecr titi touch it anyhoiv, anti that's cnough.-
no use spending an)' more time over itL"

*1Weil, pchaps not ; somc people are so wvise in thecir own con-
coït that thicy ncyer wçouId learu anything even at a temperance
school. But 1 wvould like to tell you; a case that came under my
own cyes, anti 'c coulti ail soc similar case-% if we only opecti our
eycstvide cnough.

AXbout thirty years -Lgo thecre %vas a temperance school startcd ln
a littie town ln the nortb-east part of Englanti. Tbcy cahîcti it a
Band or Hiope, but that is onlly one kinti of a templerance school. if
thxe nature anti effect.s of intoxicants arc taught, anti they wcre ln
this case. 0f course they hati iniie-rsaries anti parades andi dia-
logues and adtircsses, but wvith ail the rest thoy had regular drill in
just the sarnc facts that WC lcarn now lu the ««Catcchism on alcohol,"
and they Iearnod that alcohol wvas a poison, that it was good for
meither boat uer colti nor lbard xvork-that it %vas always bai 'when

taken internally,, andi how anti why; andi the>, found it a most inter-
esting study.

Among the boys in this school %vas one Riehard Brown. Ho
was just a common kinti of a boy without much other schooling,
but thc thinking ho did in the tcmperanco school wakced hlm up and
set him to studying ail hoc could by, himself \Vhcn ho %v'as about
fourteen ho we'nt out on a ship, like most or the other boys in that
little seaport towvn, and ie took bis books with hin andi improveti
aIl bis spare moments. The first trip wvas not a long one. but they
hati some colti rough %vcather, and at one time a severe storru, wvhen
tlîcy had to break the icicles off the ropes when they tackcd the
ship. The sailors grumbleti andi xanted extra grog, as sailors oftcn
do nowadays; w~hcn tbecy hati cold, we't xvcathcr, and hard work
they thought it would help them. Richard knev botter ; ho bad
lcarrned at the temperance school. Ho knecw -.eli lic %vas botter off
without it, andi ho would not toucb it. Therc wcre two other boys
on board, anti they would have drunk as they sav the sailors do, but
'Richard hati tolti themn sorne of the things hc hati learnoti about the
drink, and neither of thcm touched it The resuit wvas that very
soon these thrce boys were the only sober bonds on board, anti they
hati to manage the slîip. But for them it wvould have gone to the
bottom-no hielp for lt-anti cvcry soul would have been lost, for
the othcrs ivcrc ail too drunk to savo theinselves. Fortunately the
stormn soon bcgan to abato, but thc awful lesson thcy lcarncd during
those fcw% hours, %%,hen every man from the captain down wvas ton
drunk to d o anything about managing the ship, w~as one that
Richard rememberoti. Ho often told snlors of it afterwards, andi
turnod them from the notion that the drink helpeti them about
hard wvork. He took pains aiso aft2!r thiat to ask sailors whon hati
been shipwrccked ail about what happencti, andi in most cases ho
founti that thorc hati becix scrlous indulgence ln drink, cither by
officers, or men, or ail hantis. lIn cases wvhcre they bad ail been SO
drunk as to go to the bottom without leaving anybody to tell the
tale, ho couid of course finti out nothing, but lie lad reason to bc-
lieve there wcec many such cases. So you sec what a difference
that temperance school made ln the very* existence of Richard
Brown anti ail his shipinates on board -that iittdc stormn-boaten vessel.

Besidos that, it was the makcing of him as a man. This school
having awakenied bis intelligence, ho rose rapidly from one position
to anothor, until Mien 1 met him in New York. wlixcre lie stoppeti on
his wvay home fromn China, ho wvas master of the bark Kédran, with a
fine temperance crcw, who %were neyer tireti of praising him and hon-
ouring tcmperanco principlms Hew~as cvcry inch a model captain,
carrying bridaI proscrits home to a lady every wvay worthy of hlm.
Ho cvas rcligious, happy, prospcrous. The temperance scbool of
Richard's boyhood had donc more than anything cIse to secuire this
for hlm, andi without it thero is little probability that ho woulti ever
have become Captain Brovn.- Yozdtlis Temýpe-rance Banner.

WHO IS TO DIE?

A S1'ORY 0F TIIE SOUTIF.RN SEAS.

DYV DAID RER.

"Stand by to luxven tho boat !" shoutcd the Captaiu, anti thon
ho rnutteredi gloomily to himself, -It~s our oniy chance noiv'

It was, indeeti. For thrie days the Frenchi brig S. Pierre,
homeirard bound from thc Isle de Bourbon, liad fought against as
foerce a gale as ever swept around the stonmy Cape of Good Hope.
Captain anti crewv liad donc ail that mon could do to save the ship,
but in vain. Tlieir only chance now va-, in taking to the ane boat
that the storn ibat ieft thcm.

As Captain Picard turacti round from giving bis artors he
found hiraseif sueddcnly face to face with a pale, delicate-lookhîg
lady lu oecp mourning, ivbao lad just corne up thc atfter-hatchitay
-xvith a little boy lu lier aurms.

I'oor Mýýadame Lachaux ! shc miglit well look w'orn anti sati.
lier husband liad gone home an invalid ; bier only daugliter liad
dicti a f'cw wceks bcfone ; anti noiv, just as tlicre sccmcd a chance
of hcr seeing honme anti fnientis once more, Dcath in lias xvarst forin
vas hovcring ovcr hersohf.

Captain Picard broke ta ber as gently as possible the fatal ucwvs
that the ship w~as sinking, and that their only hope was ta takze to
the sea iu a small boat. At this aunounicemout the poor mothcr's
sickly face grew paler still, anti she presseti her chut convulsively
in hor airus.
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