670 THE GOOD NEWS,

FAMILY WORSHIP.

The danger of those who neglect family

prayer is very great, Jer. x. 25; where such
are classed among heathens; and, consequent-
ly, they cannot be Christians but in profession.
Indeed, they are worse than heathens, for even
they were convinced of the necessity of this
duty by the light of nsture; seeing we read
that every family had their household gods, to
which they praycd, together with their chil-
dren. But as family prayer is a very impor-
tant part of family religion, and as it scemsto
be much neglected in the present day by those
who call themselves Christions, we shall ex-
tend this inference a little. 'We say, then, that
they who neglect this duty do not believe the
Scriptures to be the Word of God. They
may, indeed, acknowledge them to be so; but
they do not firmly believe that they are the
Word of God. For instance, they do not be-
Yieve the passage formerly alluded to, viz.,
that God will “ pour out his fury upon those
families that coll not upon his name;” other-
wise why do they neglect this duty? But to
reject part of the Scriptures, or those parts of
them which are not agrecable to their inclina-
tions, is the same as to reject the whole.  The
true Christian believes the whole Scripture to
be the Word of God, notwithstanding that
there are many parts of it which oppose his
natural inclinations; and he endeavours,
through the strength of Divine grace, to per-
form every commanded duty; aud this he
knows to be one, viz., family worship. But
again, they who neglect this duty, live in a
coutipual breach of the Fifth and Sixth Com-
mandments of the moral law,—of the Fifth
Commandment, which requircs parents to in-
struct their chilcren in the doctrines and
duties of religion, and to pray with and for
them; and of the Sixth Commandment, which
not only forbids us to take away the natural
life of ourselves or others, but also, according
to its spiritual import, commands us to do
what we can to promote the life of our own

souls and of the souls of others. Surely,
then, he mugt be a hord-hearted parent who
does not do what he can to save the souls of
his children, or, in other words, who does
what he can to damn them; for we may
readily believe, that Le who neglects fumily
religion will not be very auxious to keep his
family from conforming themselves to the
world,—th:t is, from [ollowing it; maxims.
customs and amusemants; the love of which
and the love ol God are utterly inconsistent

“Love not the world, neither the things that
are in the world. If any man love the world,
the love of the Father iz not in him."—]
Jobn ii. 15. Hc, then, who neglects the duty
of family worship, has sure and infaliible evi-
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A HINT TO TEACHERS.
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