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THE LOSING GAME,
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A WORD TO YOUNG MEN.
By Rev. James Wells, M. 4., Qlasgow.
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UR woodcut is taken from a German picture, which is at once & masterpiece of artand of im-
pressive teaching. It presents to the mind, through the eye, as much truth as is to be found in
many & volume. Satan s playing a game with a young man for his soul Thearm of his chair
is an open-mouthed lion, whose claws grasp a human skull. The chess-board is the lid of &
stone coffin : this game is played in the chamber of death. The front of the coffin displays a
weeping. winged woman, whose body is crushed with the loathsome tails of two hideous crea~
tures, whose grinning teeth are buried in her distended wings. According to the leasing fancy
of the ancients, the human soul is represented by a gentle female with wings. The two reipu -
sive monsters are Error and Vice, by which the soul, which should spar to Heaven on the wings

of faith and love, {8 made the hopeless slave of earth. The woman, fe:ling her guilt and shame, buries

her face in her hands—type of the sinful soul that at length struggles madly to break the devil's chains,
which at first it welcomed with gaiety. . . . Of the pieces on Satan’s side, the king, with a crooked
feather in his cap, represents Satan.” The queen, holding out the intoxicating cup, is pleasure. Then you
have indolence with a sow’s head, sleeping on an unhewa block ; anger, a turkey-cock in a rage; pride, with

a peacock’s tail, spurs on his heels, anorder on his breast, a full purse in one hand, and the other stretched

out asif_giving command; falsehood, witha cat’s her.d, and a dagger behind back; avarice, lean guawing

his own hand, and holding a chést under hisarm; and impudent unbelief, kleking against the cross. The

eight pawns are doubts small harpy-like creatures, with sharp teeth and bat’s wings. .

On the other side of this strange chess-board, the king represents. man’s soul. The queer, holding a
eross, is religion. The officers are, hope with the anchor; truth with torch and shield; peace with the
pulm (already in Satan’s hand); and in the corner nearit, humility with head bent in prayer; innocence,
2 little child with hand held out for help; and love, two children kissiog. The pawns are the héad’s of
worshipping angels, and represent prayer.

THE GAME.

Satan is winning. He has already tsken from the youth, innocence, peace, love, humility, and five
angels’ heads; he has robbed himn of all these four virtues, and nearly destroyed his faith in prayer. The
youth, has mastered only one doubt, and onse vice, anf;er. Satan. 13 pressing forward all his force,~ plea-
sure, unbelief, evil doubts, &c.,—agalnst religion, which stands protecting the soul. For there is hope of a
man s803ong as this is 1t clean Josk .

Whata deep designing eye Satan has! His very hairs.stand stiffly out with determination. Heglories
in the ruin he hopes goon to complete. -

But how sad and careworn js the youth's face! Sin is the hardest work he ever tried,and he now
fears that all may be lost. 1ut when he began, nohody was more light-hedrted than he. Allis explained

by one word—cheated. By lying promises, Satan drew him into sin’s hazardois game, and he is winning
it by playing tq.lsel:{. But Beavenas:well ag hell strives with man for the prize of his precious soul. The
angel looks on sadly: and will, Wwé may hope, by awakening his conscience, rescue the youth from

destruction. - -
. MAN !-ISthig 4 picture of youir life thus far? If so, be warned. You are playinga
g;%n% game Stop ere it be toplate. Stop alance. Now iz the accepted-tme; Behold, nowis bl‘l)e ay of
ation, v : :

<R T R A




