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his literary studies some years ago, and is now the principal partner in a
large silversmitl’s business in the city. I had ovccasion to pass his shop
yesterday, when I heard the busy hamiers of his woitkinen preparing the
silver for that bLeautiful filigree work for which Taiwanfoo is so justly
celebrated.

T make tolerable prugress in the language, although at present it keeps
me working almost from ¢ hand tu touth™ to prepare the Chinese hymns
and chapters for morning and evening worship.

Genernt Religions Yntelligenee,

BisMARTK aND THE ULTRAMONTANES.~ The contlict between Bismarck
anl the Ultramontanes Lucomes fierc.r. A decree for the expulsion of the
Jesuits from Germany has been issued in the following terns :—

“We, William, by the grace of God, German Emperor, &c., do ordain in the
name of the German Empire, with the consent of the Federal Couneil, and of the
Imperial Parliament, as follows :—

1. The Oider of the Soviety of Jesus, and the orders akin to it, and congre-
gations of the nature of orders are cxcladed frum the territory of the German
Empire. .

¢ The establishment of scttlements of the samc is prohibited. Such settle-
ments as now exist are to be dissulved within a period to be decided upon by the
Federal Council, and which may not exceed six months.

¢ 2. The members of the Order of the Socicty of Jusus, and of orders akin to
the same, and of congregations of the natute of orders, may, if they are foreign-
ers, be expelled from the Federal territory ; if they are natives, their location in
special districts or places may be prohibited or appointed.”

StaTistics oF Irisg PREsSBYTERIAN CHURcH.—THe correspondent of
The Presbyterian gives the following particulars with reference to the sta-
tisties of the Irish Presbyterian Church :—

‘“The summery of this year's returns prasents a view of matters, which is,
on the whole, encouraging.” In numbers of vur peuple, indeed, there secns to be
a falling off.  The families are less by 1,000 this year, the communicants by
3,606, and the stipend-payers by 628.  But the Committee believe that this defi-
cieney is apparent rather than real, and arises from the careful revision of num-
bers which took place in many congiregations, tu decide the minimum qualtfica-
tion upon which they would be required to pay to the Sustentation Fund. The
money columns, in almost every casy, puint to a cunsiderable increase. The
second year of the Sustentation Fand was more dreaded by many than the fies®,
Enthusiasm, they said, would have evaputated, the spirit of generosity which had
been suddenly stirred up, would die away. and many who had given for the first
year would refuse to renew their contributions for the second. The Very opposite
has proved to be the case. The returns show a total of £22,768 7s. lét}., or
£756 12s. 6d. more than those of last year. Not has the centinued success of
this fund dwarfed the Church's efforts on any other side. There is a slight falling
off in the missionary collections, tu the amount of £286 15s. 114d.; but this is
partly balanced by an increase of £77 9. 84d.in the missionary etiorts of our
Sabbath-schools. ~ The stipend of our ministers has not suftered. The seat-rents
have risen £548 8s. 7Ld., and the supplementary contributivns £269 1vs, 103d.,
the total sum of the one being £39, 451 18s. 64d., and of the other, £1,551 11s.
434, The Sabbath collections have increased as much as the Sustentation Fund,



