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Matters Receiit anid Ciirreiit.

A MElRRY CHRISrEîAS AND) A HAPPV

NEw YEAR, We îvisl for each and every,
one of our Subseribers ; and sinceieiy
hiope that nothing w~ill prevent the fuifil-
ment of the wishi, and that they and the
journal may ail mneet again next Decem-
ber, the better for having lived another
year.

WHY 'VILL NOr each one of our Sub-
scribers induce sone one eho is not a
Subscriber to became so, and so spread
sanitary infor'rnation and hielp us to i--
prove the journal ? If eachi one iills to
do so, it could easiiy be donc. To each
one individualiy we say, please xviii to do
so before the New X'ear.

THE. DON MARS11, TORONTo.-The
condition of this waste piece of earth and
water is receiving deserved attention at
the present tirne. Suchi a marsh in the
inImediate neighborhood of a city should
not be allowed in any case, and of course
this one is flot iproved by the filth
lowing constantly into it, WThat is to be
donc witli it ? In this age wd'en trains
of cars mun through mnountains and the
waves of the sea can be stiiled-with oul,
why cou 1l flot a portion of the Scaîjoro
hceiglits be " ruî down " over the D)on
mnarsh and forni go od, soiid building sites?
What Engineer will look into this ?

No GrERMSi. IN THEî MOUNTAINS.-
Among the mouintains, (ilid. Times and
Gaz.) wve are told by Freudenreich, there
are no gcrms ; on ILake Thun there is
scarcely one to eaci litre of air ; in a
room in Thun Town, sixty iii the samE.
amount of air. Contrast these figures
with Miguel's results, viz., at Montsouris
observatory 760 germs per litre of air, and
in the Rue de Rivoli 5500. The reason
for this strange difference is doubtiess tlîat

uI) in the mountains the germs are starvedj
whereas iii a town street they increase and
miultipiy up to the food limnit-the Mal-
thusian thcory being, no doubt, true of
gerînsb if of nothing else. Expose a carca.se
on the top of the Schiithorn, and sec if
the air around it ivili not soon teemi with
gerins, flocking down on it like vultures
out ýof the blue. The converse of the ex-
perinient-the remnoval of ail food out of
the way of germs-is what sanitarians are
canstantly attemipting at Iower levels,
with, as yet, but moderate success.

ORGANIS-M 0F CROUPOUS PNEUIMONIA.
-S-oin e observat .)ns upon the micrococcus
of croupous puieumionia JJek-lTémes aizd
Gazette, 1>ec. i, have iateiy been presented
to the Physiologicai Society of Berlin by Mr.
F rie.diander and Dr. Frobenius, of that city.
The rnicro-organismi is charactcrised and
distingruished by the presence of a peculiar
iiucous capsule, which it retains when re-
cultivated in gelatine. Inoculation with
this " cultivated " material. was made into
the lung-tissue of rabbits, but ivithout
effect. Simiilar injections into dogs and,
with stili more constancy, into mice pro-
cluced ali the phienomena of guenuine
croupous labar pneumonia. in a few
cases, inhalations of the rnaterial in pub.
verised form werc equaliy successful.

AFTER DEATH FROM CH-OLERA.-In the
November number of this JOURNAL, was a
notice of the resuit of the German Comn-
mission to investigate the choiera in Egypt
M. liî~w~s as just made a report to the
Société de Biologie on behaif of the French
Choiera Commii-issrnn. The report includes
the study of twenty-sevcn autopsies, which
were perfornicd within haif an hour of
death, so that putrefaction miay be exclud-
ed as a cause of any of the changes found.
The stools contained rice-like budies, form-
ed by collections of epithelial celîs affected
with that special forîn of necros;is knuwn
as "cnecrosis of coagulation." Microscopi-
cally, in the contents of both the stoniach
and aliînentary canal, wsere a kýreat: iany
microbes. There wvas superficial desquama-
tion of the mucous membrane of the small


