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lamentable thing that would haive been!1 -What a loss to hiin
'eings!1 No, the taste and faculty for researcli needs to be or-

'-Luraged in a ].ike1vr workçer, even if the objeets of bis researehies
-iv'e no hope of~ immediate practical. value.

Nevertheless you na.y fa&rly asic me whietlher I arn not able
io show sornething of value to practical, mnedicine and surgery
wliich lias resulted f roi tlie money w'hici -the Association lias
devoted to science. Yes, I could give you, several instances iif T
hiad tiniie to do so, but one mnust suffice. In 1883, in consequýnce
largely of au obsoevation mradle by my old friend, Sir Félix
Semon, the Clinical Society of London appointed a commiiittee to
consider the nature and relations of nmyxoederna«i. T1he -work of the
committee -vas divideci into several parts, te, Nyhich cemnpetent
pers<>ns were assigned. The experiînental part w'as chiefly under
the chiargre of Professor iorsley. It -%as essentiai to tlic coini-
pletion of the w'ork of the cemmittee but it was costly, and tuie
Clinical Society haci not triade any grant towards it. This part
iglit liave faflen throughi, and the report of thie cormittee iighrlt

liave been seriously prejudiced, and its value profou.ndly less-
uned. liad not the Alssociation corne to tlic aid of the commlittee
w'ith a sub-ztanfia1, grant, whlichl was supplemcnted after an
interval. by furthier surns towards an inquiry into flic physiology
;înd pathiology of the *thyroici gland. To this w'ork rnay be at-
tributed thyrcid-therapy and a -%ide knowledge of the relations
of the thyroid gland to health and disease. And iudirectIy it
rnay be said. that this was the be;Yirnig of ali the knowvledigc
îvhich lias sirc becn gained on the physiology and pathology of
uther of the ductless glands.

One nntter to -which the Association lias largely contributeti
is the study of cliloroformu. Several commiittees have been ap.
pointed on this vcry important subjeet. The last conîrniittce lias
tSly jiust publishied its report.6  I hiave read it carefully throughi
aud have forined the opinion that the £700 wliieli have been
devoted to this commiiittec is a very sinali surn in comparison witb
flie practical value ivhicli the w'ork of thie conmittee is hikely te
have. At least £1,500 ]lave 1been given te the marious coîn:ittees
which have worked on this subject for the Ascain

There is one grant Nviceli wna made by tiie Scientific Grants
Cornmitee 18 years ago, and actualiv paid over te the applicant,
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