
JOURNAL 0F EDIJCATION.

NEWSPAPER ISCUSSlON.-Seife pe"Ple Object te newspaper discussion of educa-

tional questions becausýe there is often se înuch. in it not only of wbat is misleading but

of what is absolute ignorance, while rare exceptions are ex 1)loited sornetimes very

warmly as if they are tbe ruie. There is, hewevcr, ne botter way of interesting

the public in the subjeet ; ne more effective manner cf stimulating those who do

not know the facts te begin te study them ; rie better device fer preventing the

quiet-loving educatienist frein getting inte a smooth rut and forgetting te think. It

is the duty cf these discussing problems, however, te make an effort te be accurate

and fuily informed ; otherwise it cannot fail te discredit the individual as weil as.

the xnetbod. No teachier can be f3xcu5O( who writes without sbowingy evidence of

careful investigation ; for teacliers ought te be leadecrs iii using metho<ls cf accur-

ate search after truth and in nîakingy well balanced presentatieus cf all the facts

bearing on the peint at issue

VARIETY oC EDUCArioNAL, OPINioN.--Few persons who dIo net fellew the course

cf educational discussion are likely te imagine the diversity cf views which May

be heid even in the same province ameug teachers who look very mucli alike. One

is in faver cf a literary and ciassical education, another cf a shop-keeping eue,

another cf a scientifie and manuai training kind-and each rîay sonietimes be pro-

pesing bis scheme as the ail sufficient one fer the whole province.

One dees net wisiî te be hampered by examinatien. or course of study-and

these ai e net always the wisest elles ; wvbi1e nuother in au cloquent paper befere an

institute argues that the Central Office sheuld. issue thec lessons for every grade in

the province w'eekly, se that ne other text book need be requiredl than. this

weekly journal cf education.
Some wish te bave the exact nature-lessens ini the cemmen scheels specified

in the general' course of study, se that the teacher need tnt be harassed by

having te select the suitable ebjects around bis ewn seheel; xvhile the great

inajority have an idlea that the natural histcry cf different lecalities is se, variable

that what mighit bo best in one section mighit net be obtainable in another section;

at al,-and this idea is correct. At prescrit the principal cf every sehool is.

froc te select or construet the exact system. cf lessons in this department to

suit the schools under his charge ; but somne appear te have more faith in a

scbeme ccîîstructed by eue who may be entirely unacquainted with bis regien.

Even ou se simple a question as 1' What text would you reoommend as more

suitable than the Vicar- of Wakeflc1d for grade IX ?" the variety cf opinion is

great. One is a great heliever in "'gramimar " teaching, anothier would net have

it even namned, and se forthl. c

Ml this deiainnstrates the necessity cf fuiler intercomnmunication betweefl

teachers, thrcugh. institutes and the educatienai press, which ail shouid patronize.

ORuIGy OF TIIE PROVINCIAL EXAMINATîONS.-As in other countries this institu-
tion lias aiready dene a great deal cf geod. But there is notbing goed which cau,

net by somn( riatural er artificiai process be perverted. Fer a history of

exanlinatiens ii INeya Scotia, sec the Education Report for 1901, and page 84 of

,JoURNAL. The origin of the present systein, eunitted iii the sketch iii the re-

port, is giveil in the follewing extracts frem the minutes cf the Provincial Educs-

tienal Association cf Nova Scetia, in the two cenventions cf 1889 and 1890. It iR

the outcome cf the unanimous and Persistent mandate cf the teaciiers cf the

province:


