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FOR THE PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA,

TIIE ANNUAL REPORT ON EDUCATIOXN.

For the benefit of those into whose hands tho Annual Report
may not come, we give the following sections. The information
which these passages convey aro of especial itnportance, and
ought to engage the careful attention of all who take an interest
inthe welfure of our Public Schools.

SCHONLS,

Duzing the winter 1533 teachers and assistants taught 1487
schools and departments in 1236 school sections.  During the
summer 1650 teachers and assistants tanght 1602 schools and
departments in 1365 school cections.  These have been dis-
tributed not very wncqually n proportion to the population.
There are in the Province 1679 school sections, of these 250 have
been without rehools during the whole year, 413 during the win-
ter, and 314 during the summer term.  These sections compose
a very considerable popalation of children of the ages, which are
cousidered scheol going, but who, notwithstanding all the facili
ties provided for cducation in this Province, are advancing to
mature life uneducated.  The educational work of these 250
sections, as intended and provided for by the laws of the Pro-
vinee, extends to cvery class, and is adapted to every social pe-
sition, fitting the recipient of the provided boon, for useful and
successful life.  Although our common schools do not aim at
what is called higher class education, their elementary work se-
cures a training by which business habits are formed, and the
accurate business man secured to the community. Inglish
grammar, history, geography, arithmetic, geometry, practical
mathematics, reading and peamanship, are branches which are
taught, and receive particular attentivn in 2ll our common
schools.  If a pupil is well grounded in these ke is furnished
with appliances through which, with integrity and persevering
industry, life will be no failure; with these requisitiong, our
youhyg men wherever their ot may be cast, need not want but a
fair ficld to secure fortune to themeclves and honor to  their na-
tive Province.

ATTENDANCE.

For convenience sike we shill re-ineert the following table by
which may he seen at 2 glance the progress in attendanee of pu-
pils at school in the conrse of the last veventeen year.

No. of Pupils Xo. of Payils XNo. Different

Years. registered in registered in Papils registered
Winter. Summer. during the year.

| £330 A 20451 33163

1857000 .. S1626 37087

1858. ... ...31051 33430 -
1859, c.unet. 35319 37544 2
1860. .......33210, 37376 3
1861........ 81109 35395 @'
1862....... 34111 5022 =
1863........ 33311 1630 2
1861, . .ue .. 33265 37516 -~
1865....... 33151 43771

1866 - . © .-45131 56017 71050
1867........0171S TO07T5 83048
1865, . .eene 65083 72141 S$707
1869, ... ... 72750 75523 9373
1870, ....... 74321 76237 91496
1871... ... 71750 17235 92858
1572000000 TUTSO 76496 1037

These figures tell a volume of truth ¢ they tell how cducation
has been exuanding its iafluenee, an itfluence which has been
gradually but cffectively embracing the whole of our population.
TFrom ity ton, we derive the assurance that resulty, yet more valu-
able and gratifying to the fricnds of cducation mey be anticr-
pated with almost absoluie certainty.

It has been remarked that the children of 230 school sections
have not, during any part of the year, been enjoying the bless-
ing of education which the institutions of our country so amply
provide for them. I have also to state that 16,137 children be-
tween the ages of 5and 15 years residing iu sections having
schools, did not attend school daring the winter term, and that
13,383 provided with like privileges-did not attend school during
the sur mer term.  The following extract from the report of the
Rev. R. Summerville will show the extent of this evil in Kings,
a county standing at the frout rank of our edueational wmove-
ment.

«There are more than 300 children in the county, for whose
cducation no provision has been made for severzl years, and the
nnmber between 8 and 15 years of age, resident in sections
where school privileges were provided during the year, not in
registered attendance, exceeds 200.  Ilow long shall this state of
things continne ? Until we have soine sort of compulsory
cnactment. I must not occupy space in urging the necessity of
immediate uction in the matter It would be to vepeat what I
have already said in former reports.”

1 regret extremely to have to say, that in the attendance gen-
erally there has been a deerease. A reference to the subjoined
tables will show that during the year 1872 the nwmber of pupils
of hoth sexes attending school was 1221 less than in 1871, 1
shall take occasion again, under the heading of teaching, to refer
to this deplorable fact. I will, however, here remark that from
year to year the County Inspectors and others have continuéd to
suggest compulsory attendance. My own views, 23 espréssed in
the Report of last year, remain unchaunged, nevertheless 1 think
it probable that ere many more years shall have passed, the pub-
lic mind will be sufliciently trained and reliable upon this poiut,
so that, without the risk of litigation and at last, pardal failure
Likely to occur were it immediately attetapted, to enforce such »
law; some measure be adopted to make attendance at school ob-
igatory for some portion of the year.

I am persuaded that even now a step might be taken in this
diveetion with good resuls, were it the lnaw that. in every school
section in which there ara a certain number of children of age to
attend school, and a certain amount of taxable property, there
shall be a school. Many sections now destitute would havea
school ; and as the tax-payers of such sections world be obliged to
sustain it, thoy would, in all probability, if enly to get some re-
tarn for their money. scad their children. T aum quite suro that
such a change in the law is in entire harm ny with the spirit and
purpose of the whole scheme of frec education, and would pre-
pare the way for au sct for compuliory cducation generally.
Such an amendment of the school law would produce other bepe-
fits. At many of our annnal school meatings, gencrally the first
question considered 3x: “Shall we have a &chool?”’  Obstrac-
tionists raisc a dispate on thiz, get upa debate, manage to
throw the mecting into confusion, and thag, too often, carry their
point in whole or in part. Such an nct as I have suguested would
scitle this often vexed question; and the object of the mecting
would then be simply to decide upon the sam required for Lhe
maintenance of the schosl, and to transact general business.
By this course alone I think that the number of children not
attending school would be largely diminished.

LXPENDITURE.

It will be seen that the Provincial Government bas dur-
ing the ycar cxpended the sum of $171:395 97, at the same time
the expenditure by countivs has amounted to 395132 77-100,



