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NEWV PARASITE-S 0F THE GENUS MERAPORUS.
HV F. S. IUCKItS

Ini a snîali hîuantity of seed wheat obtaîîîed fromn the storehouse of a
grain dealer at Piano, Tlexas, ils July, 1907, twvo dead bodies uf a Chalcid
fly were found, together n ith a few specimens of tihe conimon grain weevil,
Caandra ayze L. Tîtese parasites seere fotind to agree ciosely. but stili
doubtfully, with ilfetaporui cala,îdre, described as a IYeropna/us by Dr.
L. 0. Howard in te Annual Report of tihe (U. S.) Consmissioner of
Agriculture for i88o, p. 273. On sniîmitting the sitecimiens to Mr. J. C.
Crawford, at the U. S. National Museunm, he reported that they beltsnged
to the genus Zteraparus, though thc species was not ca/,tdsý Miy
parasite thus appeared to be undescribed, and it %vas consequently cited
as a new sîtecies by INr. IV. 1). Pierce in his paper entitled, ,A List ttf
Parasites Knowîs te Attack American Rityncophora " (Jr. Econ. Ent., 1,
Dec,i19o8, P-. 384).

Tlhe sPecies is herewith described ; type and paratylse as mentioned
are deposited in the U. S. National Museun.

Alera!oruds ,dibi/is, nl. SI).
Female :Length, 1.5 mm.; head, thorax and abdomen steely black,

clothed with extremely fine and sparse silvery pubescence, except on base
of abdomen, and minute black bristles on occiput aird dorsum of thorax;
reticulateiy punctnred on head, confîtsediy so on thorax; abdonmen smooth,
shitting, venter strongiy keel shaped. Head transverse, wider thaîr thorax,
front slightly depressed medially for reception otf antennal scapes, below
with convergent steiwe at oral margin ;antenntve about as long as thorax,
duli reddish, iredicel and flagellant, excepting first and second ring-joints,
darkened above ; ring-joints together about tsvo tîirds tihe length of
lardicel, ftrst attd second ring-joints snsaii, but combined equal to lenglir of
third, seiicit is sligistiy smalier than fient ftînicuiar joint, tihe latter a littie
longer titan reide, second to fiftls fuîîirîlar joints qîtadrate ; clutb svith
widest expansion at juncture of flrst and seconîd joints, taperiîsg to a conical
poit~ with third joint. Ocelli arrausged in a clîrve.

Thorax a littie longer tisait wide, îsaraîîsidai fuerows indistinct ; trata-
thtorax irunctured as on dorsuto, tricarinate, tihe niediaît carina short, thte
laterai unes sinuate anrd extending t0 irosterior corner cf tise short
metatitoracic neck ; laterai foids indicated by basai foveoire oîtiy, spiracies
very smaii, broadiy osai ; spiracular stîlci very deep and distitnct,
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