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but his letters alone aro now read: Jiko the letters of John of Salis-
bury, they abouad in quotations from Seripture, and from ecclesias-
tical and profanu writers, but Peter’s own writing is encwmubered
by foteed amitheses and a constant play wpon words, ‘Ihomas &
Becket was born in London, and edueated at Oxford, but was sent
to Frauce, while youns, to lose the Euglish accent, the hateful
valgarity of which would have rendered his association with res-
pectable people impossible.  He retmued from his travels fully ac-
complished. * ‘Theobitld, achbizhop of Canterbuey, wade hinn his
deacon, and the King made him his chancellor g ile was also en-
trusted with the education of the King’s eldest son, and he subse-
quently beeame archbishop of Camterbury.

From Fitzstephen’s fife-like description of Loudon in this reign
we obtain a picture of the haxdy sports which then founed an im-

ortant portion of tiwe edueation of l]ne people, as it did of the early

dritong. . To the north ot tire City were pasture-fands, with miil-
streams; and beyond was an immense forest, with dense thickets,
where stags, fatlow-deer, and wild bulis had their covents; and
through this, citizens, by the Chater of Heuri L, had Jiberty to hust.
This great hunting-grond is now a suburb of the metropolis; and
s the Londoner stiolls over the picturesque locality of ¢ Hawmpstew!
Heath,”? he may enconnter many an aged thorn—the lingering in-
dicaiions of a forest - and in the beautiful domain of Caen Wood, he
may cairy his mind’s-eye back to these Anglo-Normau sports of
seven centuries siuce. li:l\\'kinu: was also among their free recreu-
tions.  Footbull was their favourite game ; the boys of the schools,
and the various guilds of craftmen, having each their ball. In
summer, the youths excrcised themselves in leaping, archery,
wrestling, stonethrowing, slinging javelins, and fighung with buck-
lers.  In winter, when ¢ the great fen or meor™ which washed the
city walls on the north was frozen over, sliding, sledging, aud
skating wete the sports of crowds, who had also their sham fights
on tie ice, which latter had their advantages ; for as Fitzstephen
says, ¢ Youth is an age cager for glory and desirous of victory, and
S0 young men engage in counterfeit battles, 1hat they may conduct
themselves more valianly in real ones.™ We are even told how the
young Londoners. by placing the leg-bones of animals under theis
teet, and tying thn rousd their unkes, by aid of an iren-shed pole,

ushed themselves forwarnd with great velocity along the ice of the
trozen moor; and one of these bone-skates, found in digging Moor-
ficlds, may now be =cen in the British Museum.

Tne Launity of the writers during this reign was more pure than
in many of the following ones. 1t has been presnmed that the
menks of these times were iguorant of classied lfeamning, from
Caxton =peaking in one of his prefaces of Virgii’s sEnceis as'a story
then hardly kiows, and withont any commendation of the poetry';
But it appears by Fitzetephien that in the schodls of his time, the
scholars daily forquent enthymemata, an expression which ehows
that fie was well versed in Juvenal. John of Salisbury was as well
versed and as ready in citmg the Lutin classies as the men who
have been wnost eminent for this knowledge in modern times.  The
Saxons also scem te have mude a distinction between the Latin
which was spaken by some of the clergy. and what was to be found
in classical bauks.

(70 be continued.)

Raking a 'Thing for Graanted.

Qne of Her Majesty’s Schicol Inspeciors yuves the foilowing ac-
vount of a school exuminuiion :—

+¢ 1 was once inspect ng a school, to speak in slighting terms of
which would convey an uttecly incorrect imnpression of its relative
quality. As compared with other schouis it was a very tespectable
and thriving institwtion.  The clergyman learned, assiduons, pious,
anid most deservediy of hign peantion and repuie; beloved in his
parish, and esteemed beyond 1. The teacher was accomplished,
industrious, humble minded, and zealous i his work. ‘LThe first
ciass had read a poition of the Sermon oa the Mount. [ asked
them whose were the wonds they had been reading. No unswer. |
repeated the question in many varied {orms; bat still no answer.
The clesgyman said they could not undenstand my way of punting
the question. | therefore showed them sume very bad penmanship
of my own, which lay upon the tabie, adiresod 1o the correapond-
ont of the school, and usked whose words those were 3 and they gave
the answer with ternlie precision. I asked whose were tie words
of the ssrmon they had lieard last Sunday ; they reply (1 have no
doubt with equal accuracy), ¢ the clergyman’s.’ I asked whose were
the words of St. Paui’s Epistle to the Romans ; and they said, ¢ St.

e,

Paul’s.’ T now repeatod my first question, ¢ Who spokoe the words
of the Sermon on the Moumt 2> No answor still. The visitors grew
uncomforlable ; the teacher distreseed ; and the clergyman, assuring
e that the children could answer the question if intelligibly pro-
posed 10 them, accepted, at my request, the iespousibility of pmting
it. ¢ Now, my dear childten, he proceeded, <1 am going to ask you
precisely the same question as the Inspector, which I zm sure you
can answer,” ¢ Who spoke the words of thz Sermon on the Mount.?
But before answering it, think for a mumnent who it was; and ay
you pronounce his name, make a bow or courtesy of obeisance, for
1t is written, ¢ at his name every knee shall bow.? So, now ; whose
words were they.’

< T need not add that the question was answered by a shout nore
aceurate, triumphant, and unanimous, than reverential ; that com-
fort and goad humor were restored, aund that { was looked upon as
in incompetent and discomfited examiner. But when afterwards
alone with the teacher, it frank and candid person, { thought it well
to inquire whether it was supposed that the children had been really
able to answer the question which I in vain put 1o them. No, 1t
was readily acknowledged they had not.  Had they ever been told
whose words those were ! No, wost likely nol ; it had been taken
Jor granted thal they knew so siznple a thing as that. Would the
children ever, of thelr own accord, hiave inquired whose they were?
No, it was aot in their way to do sv.

« Anil yet several of these children would have auswered ques.
tions far more difficult than any that I should have dreamed of put~
ting to them 3 questions in the books of Deuteronomy, or Daniel,
or the Epistle to the Hebrews.?>— Eaglish 8. 8. Teuchers’ Maga-
zine.

Corrupt English.

«¢ T should like to see a tribunal established at Westminster,”
says a correspondent of 2 literary journal, ¢ for the trial of those who
assail and batter the Queen’s good Faglish, With such a man as
the late Sir Philip Francis on the judgment seat, we should fill all
the state prisons during Hilary term. § mention two more of the most
recent improvements in the language of Old England, for the
making of which platform orators and the daily newspaper press
caunot be too much complimented. Patent—A word, in the dark
age of William Shakspeare, that was wont to be used only as a subs-
tantive, unt always meant something appropriated by letters patent ;
hut in the Augustan age of Gilfillan and Tupper, it scems bad
breeding to use the words clear, plain, evident, intelligible, open—
we must say patent, if you please, jnstead. < I fecl confident)
thunders one gentleman, who is denouncing the Pope in Exeter
Hail, ¢ that this utterly abominable priestciaft must be patert to
vou all? ¢ My Luds,’ savs another (Mr. Slipslop, Q. C.), ¢ tha: the
Tast withess called has disgracefuliy perjured himseil must be patent
10 everybody present in this count.’ ¢ Have faith in this snblime
truth, mf' beloved bretlnen,? snufles the Honorable and Very
Reverend Somebody, in his most sonoraus cadence, ¢ the road to
oternal life is patent to you ail.? Some—¢ The jury selired for some
half hour or so, to deliberate upon their verdict.> Here is a vicious
sense in whicli to use the word ¢ some >~—it makes flat nonsense of
it. Why not say, ¢ The jury reticed for half an hour or thereabouls ;
or, ¢ For about an hour 77 Yet these leamed + :ndits, these ripe
scholars, would laugh cousuriediy if they heard any mnap say that
¢ The judge retired to drink some sherry or so, or that  “he fore-
man of the jury came into court and delivered some verc.ct or so.?
+ Our own correspondents ? in the daily public prints have been at
a great feast of languages and stolen tho scraps.  Critical severity,
therefore, on these points, cannot be pushed :0 an excess.”—Rhodc
Istand Schoolmaster.
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SCORXN NOT THE LEAST.

Where words are weak, nud foes encountering strorg,
‘Where mightiec do assault than do defend,

The feebler part puts up enforced wrong,
And ailent sees that speech could not amend.

Yet, bigher powers must think, h they repine,
Wb‘;n ssnn is set the litile lun,mm v



