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ON TEACHING THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.
Lecrure 1L
By tae Rev. EDWIN A. ABBOTT, M. A,
Head Master of the City of London School.

(Continued.)
It may be that I exaggerate tho importance of the ex-

nsion of metaphors as an exercise for boys, becauso I
ave given a good deal of attention to it. But I must
Confess, the more I teach English the more valuable does
thig exercise seom. In the first place, it is very simple
3nd practicable. As soon as boys have reached Proportion
D Arithmetic, the proportion of a simile and the expan-
S1on of 5 metaphor into the form of a proportion become
N0t only intelligible but interesting. There isan arith-
Metjca] regularity about the pPocess of expansion which
th 8 their fancy at once. Bosides, they soon find that

®y learn a great deal that they did not known before ;

or, which is quite as useful, they learn, from their ina-
bility to expand the metaphor, that they have not fully
entered into the meaning of it. Thus a good many boys,
in analysing the lines of Allegro—

“ Right against the Eastern gate,
Where the great sun begins his state,
Robed in flames and amber bright,
The clouds in thousand liveries dight,”

would fail to see that the morning sun surrounded by the
clouds that reflect his rays, is compared to a great king
or lord, issuing from his palace gate, and attended by his
servants, clothed in the liveries which he has given them.
The case with which boys can slide, or—something strong-
er—can skate over a metaphor without thinking for a
moment that there is anything down below, is quite as-
tounding. I remember questioning a class about a pas-
sage in Pope, in which the poet is asking where the plant
of happiness is to be found, whether

“ Fair op'ning to some court’s propitious shine,
Or decp with diamonds in the flaming mine ;
Twin’d with the wreaths Parnassian laurels yicld
Or reap’d in iron harvests of the field.”

Now I thought an average boy of average ability might
be expected to see that iron was a very unusual epithet
for karvest, and that “iron harvest” must be a metapho-
rical expression. The context might seem to show that
happiness, after being sought in court favour, wealth, and
literary distinction, is now sought in military glory.
From these two helps it did not seem difficult to infer, at
all events, that the field meant the field of battle, and
further to expand the metaphor by saying that, as the
reaper cuts down the corn, so war reaps %is harvest of
iron-clad warriors who are struck down indeath. But out
of twenty boys of fair ability, averaging fourteen or fifteen
years of age, not one could either expand the metaphor,
or even give the meaning correctly. I dare say many of
them could have answered correctly, if they had had
notice beforehand that the expansion of this metaphor
would be required ; but, as it was, few or none seemed to
have perceived that there was any difficulty at all,
Perhaps it is undesirable in all cases to point out to the
class tho difficulties that will present themselves in the
next lesson. Useful as it is to show boys that there is
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