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APûLoc,lr-rx.-Wlissenschaftliche Rechtfertigung des Christenrhurns, von
J. H. A. Ebrard, D. D., Ph.D., IS7S.

Systrmatic treatises on Apologetics in our English tongue are, as yet,
rare. In the Germaîî we have coznprehensive wvorks froni various stand-
points by Sach, Baunmstark, Delitzsch, Ebrard and others, but scarcely any
of them are trarislated into English. Perhaps no English author can be
named, who, in a systematic way, bas covered the whole ground of this
department. The Bridgewater, B3oyle and Banipton series oniy take up
detached topics in the wide field; Lardner, 1'aley, Rawlinson and ýVcstcott
deal with certain historical questions of deest interest, while Flint,
Dinian, Bowne and Harris discuss rnerely the various phases of the theistic
controversy. One of the best works on the subje:t by an English author
is that of Professor H. B. Snmith, late of Union Seniinary, New York.
'Tt is concise, conîprehiensive, and excccdingly suggestive. Professor Fisher,
of YTale, in bis last work, The Groiinds ef T/zistŽr and Christian Bdicf,
grives us an exceedingly readable book, while along mnuch the saine lines
Christlei's ilfodr;z Lor-bt and Chiristian J3clif presents the discussion of
Theisin zind Christology in a mnost attractive and instructive foriin.

E brard's work, first publishcd in i878, consists of two volumes of over
500 pages eachi; and in its scope, mcthod and resuit, ir is inost admirable.
In ail its parts it -ives evidence of patient and extensive research, and it
also shows great care iii arranging and digcsting the vast detafls with Nvhicli
it requires to deal. It shiotld bc addcd that the toue of the work is at the
sanie time reverent and devout, showing a rnarked cc>ntrast in this respect
;vitlî manv German w-orks 1)ublished betwveen 1833 and xSGo. With
Ebrard, learning breailhes the spirit of 1piety, and îvorships at the shrine of
the supernatural.

Turning to these excellent volumes we find their general plan elaborate
and soincwhiat tecliical. T1he sciwnaz is rhoroughly Gernian. In the
Introduction the prolier place of Apc'lçogctics iii the thcoiogici encyclo-
pxzdia, is indicated, and the peculh'-r function of ic 'icence is well deiincd.
T1he foilowing definition -will prcsent the author's views on both of these
points: "Apologctics iî the science of the dcfence of the truth of
Christianity.» ]y dcfence (Bertlheidigung) hc nieans not nmercly the refuta-
tion olf opposin- theories, but also Uic distinct vindication of Christianity,
as a sdf.consistcnt and inhcrently aidesquale systei.

ln passing to tic discussion of Uic subjcct hc takes substantialiv Uic
saie position as Christdicb iii regard to th(- 1purp-ose Christianity is intendcd
ta serve. Ir is the redenîption oi manî by Uic eternal, living, j>crsoiial (;od,
autni an -iblnortr.al siare and relation ta, God, ita a normal condition and
relation ta Hini; and Uîis is ellectcd, ini harmony Nvitî Ic divine ivili and
nîau',Is dcstiny, through Uice hi6torical Christ. Christianity is thus see;î ta
bc dier.iai Irii and isiçorical fzd, and these unire iii Christ' *Ilîis gives
Uhe riv-ld division af tie whole subject. Aitack nîay bc made againsr
tic absolimb truth, and against tic liistorica-l characrer ai Christianity, 50,
that the science of .Xpola.getics niust provide defence for borh afi these
p)ossible assaults.

In tic firsi division af UIl -îvork UI ariii Uicth Chîristiani sysiei is
vindicatcd, on %lie anc band by Uic tacts of nîature, and on Uic oUîier by
Uic data ai consciousncss. This part of the subject is first deveilpcd


