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. Frock, the first six months of tlie year, and kept nntil the new Com Bill
Gmt:r!':."hm' F":ln‘w Olhc!:’l!;?m. 1;‘:}:’;9%'15?:“ had passed. The large importations into France, of the past year,
New York 385,201 .00 1095 were even more crowded intothe Iatter part of the year ; the great-
i!)":tl:-?éf'mn fro¥i) 5990 est bulk having been imported in the last three months. We fear,
New Orlean it therefore, when we see the enormous drain which has heen on the

. Total flotf,eseee eesveeeoseneacss 803,704

These shipments include the whole quantities sent to Creat
Britain, France, other parts of Europe, the West Indics, South
Auraerica, and the other markets at all times less or more dependent
upon the United States. And this leads us to the incontrovertible
fact, that the importing countries of Europe have been chiefly sup-
plicd from the other parts of Europe, partly from old stocks in the
warchouses of the sea-gorts, and partly by the great eflorts which
high prices have induced the growers to make in every country to
bring their produce ecarly to market ; and partly, too, there can be
no doubt, by the richer countries outbidding the population of the
poorer countrics, for those supplies destined for their own use ; for
it is a fact that, at this moment, in some of the finest grain-produ-
cing countties, not only are prices extravagantly high, but the
stocks are already so much oxhausted, that the population is bor-
dering upon actual starvation. This refers to large districts in
Germany, and more patticularly in Poland. If Great Britain and
France ate to require a similar extent of supplies, from this time
till the next harvest, that they bave taken during the Jast three
months, it is difficult to see from whence they can be furnighed.
From the month of May forwards America will furnish considerable
quantities, but not near the extent gencrally anticipate L. .

‘The foilowiug very important l.ilc shows the quantities of grain,
flour, &c., imported into l?nc United Kingdom, from all parts of the
world, in 1846, compared with the two preceding years, and also
the quantity entered for consumption.;~—

InporTED, Dute Palpe
lg A —— A N
1841, 1845, 1846 1844, 1845. 1816.
qrs. qrs. qrs. qrs. re. LY
Wheateeoo o2 100077 871,443 1,437,944 e2n1ee 1335,070 1.992.&“3
«+1,010,34: 371130 I73040 1020001 299314 400.4 (’3
o 299.601 592,620 786,632 W23 585,993 Ti264
433 1,775 20.798 3 1636
84.830 214662 122,084 82.556 181,800
185,034 255,793 2W,680 197,919 209,874
CQNeeesoese  JT0GE 56309 TH A6 R 42.205 720 581
Ruchwheat.ces 3,907 1,713 2,960 3,937 1,105 2443
Malt ceeanonne - 1 -— -— — —_
Total of =l
skinds of grain
Imported,. ... 2T4TI51  2,102644 3814 G66 2533631 1344675 4,305,185
cwis. cwls. cwis, cwis, cwlis. cwlis.
Wheatmeal or
100 ces ooes 980,645 950,105 3,198,876 712963 630,255 3,284,434
Oatqen) and
barley meal 3,951 3,063 25,671 3,922 2,924 5223
Indian ‘meal,. 105 — {131,910 - — 126,954
Rycand buck=
wheat jucal, -— - 358 - — 355
Total flour &
meal...... 984,701 053,258 3,356,813 716800 G324 3,530,911

The entirc quantity of foreign grain entered for consumplion in
1846 was no less than 4,305,185 qrs.; and of flonr meal, &c.,
3,536,971 cwts.,—quantities so much larger than in any former
‘ear;, that no comparison whatever with the past can be suggested.
t may, however, be very useful to examine in what patt of the
vear these extraordinary quantities of grain and flour were entered
or consumption, and they will appear even more remarkable when
we find that nearly the whole quantity has been consumed during
he last six months of the year. By the Official Tables which we
published up to the 5th of June, the following quantities had been
taken for consumption :—

Groin af all Kinds.cee veee e coeee. Qs 954977
FJoUr, &6 vaveeectoctaicnacrotes o coeensonnseseens s CWEL 181032

Towards the end of June the new Corn Bill was passed, and by the
accounts up to the 5th of July, we find the guantities entered for
consumption:—

Grain of all kindsee.. oo qrs. 9301950
Flour, &e. «ove «sCwis. 2,103,554

At the end of the next three months, by the accounts brought down
to the 10th of Q:tober, we find the quantities taken for consumplion
were —

Qrain of all kindgyeeeecivanroscenoriianacereven e qrs. 3.097,797
1Pons, &oCo concvanss et essteeccseeranas cansCUS, 3,081,701

And, fiually, atthe close of the year, the quantities were :—
Grain of all hinds oo qrs 4,305,185
voar, &e . . . . scwis. 3,536,971
So that the_proportions in which the deliverics for consumption in
those periods have beea as follows :—
. Druveren ror CoNsuxrrion.

eoe

Grsin of all kinds. Flour,

qrs. cwt,
Premantks—Jan 50 Junoe 5.c0 52077 ceivaeesons JRJGRD
Oar monthemluno 3 to July 5, vaee s Q04673 oe e oo Q015,572
‘Fhreo monthse=luly 5t Oct. 10.., 983847 ... weee 883,937
*Lhsca Bionths—Oct, 10 to Jan. 5,00, 1,017,383 «eerveeenes 435,180

Total cvesseennsasees 4,305,185 cneoreneees 356971
It may be said, therefore, that practically the whole of these huge
supplies have been taken into consumption in the last six months of
the year; about onc-hali, however, baving been imported during

-

stocks of every part of Europe during the last half of 1846, we can-
not look forward to any very considerable further supplies from
those quarters, during the six months which have yet to elapse be-
fore the next harvest,

We do not propose now to enter into any calculation of the extent
to which our own home supplies of food of all kinds is deficient in
present year, but we must draw the attention of our readers toa
very important table, printed in this supplement, in the correspond-
ence relating to Ireland, containing an official estimate of the quan-
tities of [ndian com which wouldie tequired to replace the loss of
the polato crop in Ireland, exclusive of the usual reserve for seed,
the porlien given to caitle, aud the quantity usually exported to

Great Beitain, It is as. follows : —
‘Tons Indinn corn. Tans potatocs,
JA38324 ceeceniiccnrveee COUITATENLIN Leecneoscensess 8,142 500

That being the quantity of potatoes which, according to the best
estimate, is required for the support of those classes which consume
potatoes chiefly. The value of the Indian com, computed only at 1d.
per Ib, is £13,424.357, while the value of the equivalent in pota-
toes, computed only at 23d. per stone of 14 lbs., is £13,570,999.
When e look at this fact, and consider that the Government has
determined to expend £8,000.000 in the next six months in ad-
vances under various heads to lreland, for the purpose of feeding
the people, it would be difficult to cstimate at this moment the
cffect which these tuwo considerations are calculated to exercise
upon the grain markets of the world during the period in question,

THE NAVIGATION LAWS,

HOUSE OF COMAMONS, Tursoay, Fes, 9.

Mr. Ricarvo moved for a select committee on the navigation lnwa,
If the appointment of this committee was to be apposed, he would show
that there was so much _injury and opprersion to the manufactuning inte-
rests of the country, and also to its colonial interests, in the operation of
the navigation laws, as to justify him in his motion. It was obviou~ that
the cost ofour own productions, when exported, was not the price which
they cost apon leaving the factory, but the cost on their arrival at the fo-
reign market. Tt was also obvious that, for every ton of foreign shipping
which we drove from our ports, we - deprived the British manufretarer of
& sale to the value of the cotnmodity which he produced,and the revenue
of the profit to be derived from the sile of that commodity. He then
urged upon the house the complaints of our colonies, that onr navigation
laws were upheld aminst their intereats for the mere advantage of the
mother country. He showed that such laws had lost Brazil to Portugnl,
and the United States to this country, and had left Holland withno other
forcign settlement than Java, and Spain with no other than Cuba and
the Philippine Islands. e insisted that no adequate political advantage
counterbalanced the mischief of the disadvantages which he had pointed
out. But then it was said that the commercial navy was the nucleus of
our defensive navy, and that the navigation laws were necessary o up-
hold our commercial navy. Now he denied that the way 1o encouraye
our commercial navy was by pralubiuon, restriction, or protection ; for
restriction meant scarcity, and scarcity meant inferiority. OQur protee-
tion gave us nothing hut onr own carrying trads, sud deprived us of the
carrying trade of other countrics. Commerce was the nursery of our
commercial marine ; if you promoted commerce, you would promote that
marine.

Mr. Huxe seconded the motions

Mr. M. Gipsox obscrved, that Mr, Ricardo had brought uader the no-
tice of the house & motion of wmuch interest. Ile pointed out various
anomclies in the working of that law, but he did not call upon the house
to assent to the measures  vhich he thonght calculated to remove them,
but merely to an enquiry into their existence. If, then, Government gave
its assent to such an enquiry, it would only be acting in accordance with
the recommendation contained in the report of the commattee of 1845, to
which Mr. Ricardo had referred.  He therefore ihought, that if the house
should agree to the proposition of Mr. Ricardo it would be but continu-
ing a train of useful inquiry which had been already commenced. On
the part of the Government, then, he acceded to the motion.

Mr. Lipozis could not astent 1o she appointinent of the commuttee.
The object of the appointment of the last committee on this subject was
very different from that now sought to be attained by the graming of the
committee requited.  What object could be obtained by granting the
committee at this time? The hunourable gentlemac then entered 1nto
namerous details, witha view of refuting the statements of Mr. Ricardo
as to the injurious effects of the Navigation Laws, after which he pro-
ceeded to show, from the intreage of foreign tonnage which had tnken
place in the port of Hull, during the last two or three years, the extent to
which the Btitish shipowner would be injured by the frec and unre-
stricied comnpetion to which it was sought 10 exposc him. If the Go-
vernment granted the committee, he would call upon the Government to
remove, in the first place, the numerous restrictions with which the ship-
owner had to contend.  fe hoped that the house would refuse the com-
mitice, and thus put a stap, as far as posaibic, to the curreat of free trade.

Mr. Muys commenced by shewing that, if the British shipowner was
unablc to compete with foreign vessels in the foreign trade of other na-
tions, it was becaunse the expenses of ship building, from the datics on
timber and other disabilities under which he laboured, were fifty per cent
ag.ust bun as compared with Ins foreagn nivals.  The beanag of the
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