
734 A SKETCH 0F THE ROMAN CATHOLIO MOVEMENT IN KOREA. [Ot

Mauibaut, seeing that the Governmient wvou1d not stop the l)eisectitioIl
until thec forcigners hiad been apprehiended, made the dcterîniiîationi to
give himself i to the authorities, and going quietly to the magis.
tracy lie annonnccd hiniseif. He sent to, bis two fc11ow-wvorkers askiiig
themn to follow bis example, wvhich they dia, and the three togretlier,
after many severe beatings, were taken out of the south. gaVe of the ciky
and behieaded. The persecution gradually died out, and the wvork
agyain %vent on. Soon more inissionaries came; 1841 saw a terr-ible
persecution, and ecd year saiv its martyrs. In 1855 thero wcrc
several nîissionaries stati1oncd at different points throughout thxe coilln-
try, and at their bead wvas Bishop Berneux, perbaps thc niost re-
inarkable of ail the Latin fatiiers Korea liad seen. At that tinie there
were about 12,000 communicants in tlic whole land, but thc Christian
population numbered nearly 9.0,000. Steadily the Church incrcased
in sI)ite of opposition from ail rides. It bas always been poor froin
tic fact that tic majesterial agents, or as they are called iii tie East.,
1;ejamen runners,"' made Christianity a pretext for scizing a mani andà
demanding a heavy fine before tbcy -%would. release hi,. Iu this way
the Christian populationi bas always becîx rcduced to, the lowest reacli
of poverty.

And so matters went on until about the time of our civil war in
Amierica. At tliat tume thc heir to thc tbrone wvas yet so, younig that
the g-overient was administered at thc bands of a regent. It wvas
about the tume tliat the Russians biad obtained possession of the ter-ri.
tory norti of Korea, extending to tie Tumen river. Ruissia wvas de.
nmanding of Korea freedonu of trade for lier merchants iii Wcnisaii
the castern port of Korca, but at no0 ine bias the Klorean Goverinieli,
beeîi more averse to the oJ)ening of the country to foreigners t1ian it
N-as thon. It is said that Bishop Berneux bad considerable iiîfliience
anion- a certain ciass of officiais in Korea, and thiat at one tiinc lie
h11( if. ini his power to, aid tie Koreans in tlieir nefYotiatioîîs %vitl thoe

Rîsinand that, lie refuscd to, do so. Be ths as it nxay, the Regeitt
and tie Government formed the suddèen detcrnminatiou to destr-oy ail1
flic foreign missionaries and to, annihilate thc whole native chiirchi,
and then begnan thc great p)eirecution of 1866. First, ail tie mission-
aries tixat tic Governinent could lay bands on wvere seizcd anîd thrown
into prison. Twvo madle good their escape after wvecks of lîiding and
starving aiiioing the uxotntains, but Bisliop Berneux and ciglit othier
mlission arlies were Seized.

Allov iue to, deseribe briefly tic trial and execution of B3ishop
]crîîeiix, and thiat ivill suffice foir ail. Being seized in bis hotise, lic
was bolnd band and foot and cast into, the prison reserved for- thiose
1010 had beenl condcnuied to death. On the ncxt day lie w'as br-oighit
before the Iig-li tribunal and wvas put Vo the question:

"M T]ja is yoiir mmmc?" "l3erneuix."1
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