
189.1BRITISII OPIUM IN CHINA.

F or the Abbé Raynal (tr. i. 424) mrites, as varly a., 1770: IlThe Cines"e Eni-
perors have supprcssed iL in thuir d' niilais, b)y Condcînîiiiii-- l the Ilaies
every vessel LlaaL imîports tlîis spekwias of poison." Tie Emuperor iaagili
1700 issuied anf edict againist it, amti t1ue prohibition %vas ofteai ieaiewetl by
ianpcrial tlecree or~ IlighI provincial atitilority (1799, 1809, 1820, 18:36 -t'd 18:37)
and the prohibition always based on1 mloral rgroids. '' severe prohiibitory
]aws (1828) destroyed the trade temniporai!iy ani exasperateci the B3ritish, vvîo
mnade sonie mnilitary clenionstrations by sendiaîg arnicd vessels tu C~anton iii
1831 and 1834. Meanivie the contm.aband opiumi trade %vas~ fostercd andc tho
saiiiigglers provided ivith aranid sIipls."-Aizei-ica? (yclojute'dwt. Sec aliso
Diitisli EncycZopoediu. li the pe'ual code of 1830, stagigis the punlislh-
ment for kzeeping anl opium shlop. li 1t;32 at foreigners witnessed a
case of iLs excutiomi, thle cuiprit beiaag- tived tu a vross and strangled. Timat
the prohibition of thie importationi of opium or IplantiDg of ic poppy waLs
OUIy partly stuccessfaml ailloli a hecatlmen peuple is nlot SI railge. But is thec
faet thiat Ciniese Jininlor offiuciais ofteîî conaiivie ivith native and foreign siTiug-
glers any excuse whiatever for the releamtle.Ss aimat of tihe Bitishi Uoverumiient to
tilvart the Orteil expressed andi Ilunmine wish of the Iieatimen govermnemitl

A crisis caie la 1839. The Chiinese lauperial Conmnissiomîer Lini, at Can-
ton, ld(lresse(l a, log- letter to Qucen Victorizi, re4-uesting lier 10 initerdietthle
traillc. nie also dm mcdas Colitraba i (, 20),283$ chests of British Opium,
and by commnand of thme cnhl)eror utter-ly destroyed it. This annihailation by
money-loviing Orientais, for the sakze or a iîa<ral idea, of tell million dollars
wvorth of saluble pi'opem'Ly wvill siimme in history as a tleed of Subliame hieroismn.

Tlie B3ritish E ncyclo.pcdia caIls i "a,. sii1lea-it proof that the Mlaiidariiis
~vcr ii canes inther cdeaor supres taq~trade.Tile feîv forcigners

wvIio Nvere present wcm*e deeffly impress. touiaîs Ilais tIcIiIerate and sol-
emun work of destruction, -%iehl occupied twently days and tookz place in the
presence of a zreat multitude of Chumiiese officials and peopale. ;Soon aS ter
iliis the Britislh ren eNved the atten upts, tu snmug--îe cargoues asl àore. The mer-
Chants vumnîlained tuIthe whlolesale, conisc~ation of the opiniw'as sudden
and unfair ! a vain plea, for Ille stornii liatd heen gatiiering for yeurs ai-d
wvas foreseen by aýill %Yhose eyes were not, blinded bv' Thd lle seizure Nvas
the chief point of tUicE casis belli.

la 1840 E ngland deelaredw~ar. At its close China had to, crde the oppres-
sor the islamd of liungkonig anmd pay twenty-oîe illioni dollars. TNwclve
millions* of this Nvere for England's war expaeases, thrue millions for debts
owed by Clliausc to, Britislh mierchants, and ,is nmillions partial payammeit, for
the opiuni destroyed. This outrageons robhery Nvas pierpetratud ii [lie
Treaty of Nalnkin (1,S4V) and ratifieti the yeazr fol lowing.

That the eniforce'd opeing of the ive «,treatty ports' " o trade gave agreat,
impulse to Commerce anti missions nu une demies. but tme-se beinef iLs blinti
Wester'n eyes ho the cruel injustice <£ lime Nvar. At thmat Line Sir IL ]?ott.in-
ger, Britisi 31iiter, struve Lu gpet Clina to leailme opiu trade ; andi
Lthe Eanîieror Two-l<waigý made answer iii iese palice and i ow hiStorie
words: "' It is true that 1 e.-xnnot prevent tIhe iintroluq.t ioni of the fluwing
poison, but nothing wvill indnuc i, o derivt, a revenmue frani thie vice .rnd
niiscryV of inly pieople."

During the next fourtcmi ycars thle ilmîweîcolle trade flourislhed, until ini
1,457, ie A.rrom, ait gln VeSsel bcaring Ille Britishî 1la.1 'as lircd
upon. This furnislied the pretext for the' Britisi bonîbardnemît of Canton.
As if Luis w*erte noL etionghi, Lime u~gismand FreneIi 'oiibiud lie mîext year
a.mmi 1uzide unI exieiti0fl up icriver l>ti-lmo Lu Tienîsiai. Timus flie (îtal.t

1889.]


