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greater justice would 'have been dlonc to the venerable bard of'
Selma.

It was in 1778 that Johnson paid bis wcIl-knoivn visit to the
Hlebrides. .Any candid reader of bis "1Tour in the Hebrides " Nvill
admit, that hoe spoke very disparagingy of the civilization of the
11ighlands. Hia narrative indicates that ho was prejudiccd, and
th,2refore unfitted for acting, the part cf an impartial critic. At any
rate, his stay -%as of very short duration, and the knowledgo which
4ôe coula gather must have been very inaccurate. Il0f the Gaclio
langumage," ho says, '"as I understood nothing, I cannot say more
than I have beeu told : it is the rude speech of a barbarous people,
-wlo haLl few thoughts te express, ana-were content,. as they conceived
grossly, te ho gr -'y ünderstood. Nive Jiutndred lines cannot bb
recovered in the wnule E.rse langungeof wbich thoe is any evidenco
that they are a hwndred yeais old. They, .eteinhabitiutts, cf the
Highlands, have enquired and censiderc<l littie, and do net always
feel thoir ignorance. They are net mucli accustomed te be interro-
gatcd-by ethers, andaseem noverto have thoughbt upon interrogating
theinselves; se that if they do-net know what they tell te bc truc,
thoy likely do net, perceive it te ho false." Yor the hospitality with
,Which ho was treated by the Highland lairds and ministers, Johnson
made a very sorry'requital. *The Dean eof Lismore's Boek, te wvhich
imforence, his'been already- made; clearly refutes the objection that ne
poem existed which was a hundred years old. The disparaging
remarks cf Johnson respecting the ignorance and iuntruthfulncss cf
the Hfighlauders. could. proceed only frein strong dialiko and precen-
ceived opinions. I-have heaid a gentleman recito a Gaclie poem in
whic'h Johnson la ridiculed in very severe tcrmns. Theuglihthis.sdtiro
la couched in very elegant language, I have -never-been able to, sco il;
inprint. ewnhwever, te Otn«hhe lefty position oecupied"by Johnson
in the literary world, bis very unfavourablo deliveranco could not
fail te have ainxjurioùus effert-on-the poemns of Ossian.

Laing, thohistorian, was aise a- determinedl eppenent cf theo.eems
cf 0,mian. Hoe aceused MacPheirson cf plagiaxism, and-lad. receursoe
te very ingenieus arguments to mnake thisaccusation valid. Hoe teck
untwarraintable advantage cf certain concessions made by 11aeFherson.
Il MaePhersèn," hoe sa"y, "clias acknowledg-ed*-irom the heginning the
deceit. ' It weul bc a -iery uncnimen. exampleocf self-déniai lin me
te. disown them, were 'they really ofn=y composition." Thse plau-


