
THE GRW WF OFf CANADIAN COMMERCE.

had,per contra, to pay US $8,256,486 for the
sanie purpose. That this circurnstance is
not exceptional, but tjue rule, wvill appear
by the following statement of our exports
to, and imports from the Un.ited States dur-
ing the last four years for ivhich we have
returns :

VEAR. EXUoRTs. IMPORTVS.

1866-7. ... $25,583,800....$20,272,907
1867-8....27,534,292.....26,315,052
1868-9......... 27,846,461-.- 25,477,975
1869-70. 32,984,652... 24,728:166

Total.... $ i 3, 949,205 $96,794, 100

These statisties are exceedingl), signifi-
cant' ;hen the illiberal character of the
present fiscal policy of our neighbours is con-
sidered. That policy wvas franied advisedly
to protect the Amerîcan farnier, by shutting
ont Canadian products from their markets,
except .,n payment of exorbitant duties.
But what lias been the resuit? They have
since then bought from us more largely
than ever, whilst, with our mnarkets as free
to, them as during Reciprocity, their sales to
us have relativeiy declined ! Under the
partial free trade of the treaty, the Ilbalance
of trade " was almost invariably and largely
in their favour ; since they barred and boIt-
,ed their markets against our productions,
the balance hias turned no less than $17,-
155,105 against theml These facts carry
their own moral. They throw considerable
light on the working of the opposite systems
of political econonîy practised by the United
States and Canada, and we commend the
lesson to the legislators of the twvo countries.
The commerce of the Dominion, with na-
tions other than Great Britain and the
United States, is comparatively limited, and
exhibits very few signs of progress. This is
much to be regretted, for a varied commerce
is almost as valuable to a country as diversi-

fied forms of industry. In order to show
bowv sluggishly our trade advances ' vith the
nations to whichi we refer, îvé append a
statement of our total transactions with the
principal of them during the last two years:

COIUNTRIES. 1868-9. i869-70.
Frne........$1,469,447.... $,672,966

British WVest Indics ... 2,408,115.... 2,404,914
B. N. A. ProViceS ... 2,489, 19S.... 2,690,37,
Spanish We~st luches.. (not given).. 3,703,689
Gerniany ............. 555,733....- 484,810

These figures reveal the fact that our
trade w'ith these countries remains almost
stationary, a condition of affairs wvhich, wve
think, an earnest effort should be niade by
the Governnient to remedy. According to,
the report of the Special Commissioners
w'ho visited the West Indies on the eve of
Confederation, this is quite practicable, for
these gentlemen confidently alfirm that there
is an ample field for the sale of our produc-
tions in the British and Spanish West Indies,
Niexico, Brazil and o' her South American
countries. The establishment of regular
steam communication, at least fortnightly,
wvnh some judicious tariff changes, wvould,
we feel assured, infuse into our trade with
the tropics fresh life and vigour.

Taking our commerce as a whole, the
people of Canada may justly congratulate
theniselves on its past growth, present ex-
tent, and future prospects. It affords con-
clusive testimony to the great natural re-
sources of iBritish America, and is creditable
alike to the industry and intelligence of our
three millions and a haîf of people. It is
yet, however, only in its infancy. What
will its volume be twenty years hence, when
the rich prairies of the North-west are peo-
pied by millions-the continent spanned by
the Canadian Pacific Railway-and the sails
of our merchant marine, now the third
largest in the wvorld, whiten every sea?

NOTE.-Since this article was put in type, the wvriter has learned from Mr. Langton that the Rtrs
as finally completed, showv the imports.for 1870-71 to be $86,947,482 instead of $86,66z, 145. The differ.
ence does not materially affect the general inferences of the article.


