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ever, loose no time——¢very day lost in proparing for, an
guurding against the evil might prove fatal to “huncred®
of thousands of their follow.creatures, What was to be
donc when the pestilence—the vegotable gangrene might
come and scizo upon man and boast 7 Heo used the tern
“ pungrene' advisedly, for they might see in_tho eamples
of potatoes which he then held'in his hand, evident gan.
grene, and the term had been applied by the physiciuns
und scientific mon of France to the discase. The great
qucstion now to be considerod was, could they apply any
remedy to the ovil which existed. He believed they
could ; and he would at once say, first of all they must
yemove the potatoes from the ground, store them where.
over they might-—barns, warcﬁousc.s, and cvery place that
could be mude available for holding them, must be uscd,
Jufected potutoes must not be allowed to touch the sound
onces, for there was contagion in them; and so0 long as
sound potatocs were kept dry, there was no danger of
them.  ‘The diseased part of the potatoe is innecuous to
man or beast if mascerated or steeped 12 hours in clean
cold water, and then changed and wushed again in other
water, before they are boiled. The starch then in the
most dccayed and putrid portion of .the putato was per.
feetly good.  Afier the first 12 hours’ steeping, the rind
wus to be taken off.  The diseased part must be pared,
and the parings washed twice in cold water, there being
12 hours, as he had said between cach washing ; then they
were to Ye dried and set by for the use of cattle. He
would therefore impress upon all concerned in the care of
potatoes the absolule necessity of keeping them dry.  In.
struments are now being made in Paris and London by
means of which the starch could be scparated frum the
potato; but where the vegetable fibre remained, let it be
washed and preserved. He would again impress upon
those who had buried their potatoes the neccessity of re-
moving them at once. They ought to bo put into straw,
and every means taken -to preserve them and keep them
dry. He regretted to state that one.third of the potato
csop in Irclund was lost,and with them the food of 2,010,000
of the people of that country had perished. Not one
moment wasto belost. The government must interpesc,
scicnce must interpose between the dead and the living,
and by the goodness and mercy of God the plague may
yet be stayed. At all events he would say, when God's
plague was on the carth, let men leave of their unrigh-
teousness.”

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS.

At the munthly meeting of the North Cornwall Experi.
mental Club, held at the Tree Inn, Stratton, G. Gurney,
Esq., presiding, after the various topics connected with
the ** operations of the month” had becn discussed, Mr.
Rowe read a paper on “ The Tmportance of Statistics to
Agriculture.” He began by observing, that the subject
might be thought by some as of too little practical value
to merit attention; and that this opinion had very
generully prevailed might be inferred, or Great Britain
would.be the only country in Europe, with the exception
of the Nethcerlands, devoid of correct statistical informa-
tion relating to the science of agriculture, founded upon
official inquiry. If a consciousness of having exceiled
incited to exertion, would it not be well, as far as practi.
cable, by a compendious system of statistics, to sctile the
question, “ How far does agriculture progress 7 To cach
member of the club it should occur that the object of
their associating together was ¢ the advancement of tho
art and science of agriculture ! but without correct data,
withuut statistics, were they not in a great manner at a
loss to say, how far they were aiding in such advance.
ment, or whether, in fact, any *advancement” was with
them being made 7 These were questions of deepimport,
and descrving, if possible, a solution  In political econo.

my generally, the science of statistics was now fully re.
cognized, and its importance appreciated. In 1832, a de.
partnent of the Board of Trade was created, for the spe-
¢idl purpose of collecting and arranging statistical infor.
mation, with a view to its presentation to Purliament, and
much valuable material had, from time o time, been thus
brougitt together; but the attention of that board had

been mamly occupicd in matters relating to our commerce,
manufaoturcs, and intercourse with foreign countrics.
Again, those cngaged in almost every art and munufac-
ture had been wtrikingly alive to the most trifling nin-
utie bearing upon the process, result and expense of cach
departinont 1n their several pursvits, whilst the agricultur.
ts asa body had proved themsclves sindifferent in such
mutlers, and tho consequenco was, that it was scarcely
ible to obtain from two individuals a like opiniun,
cither as to the expense of prepuration for a single crop
the average quantity of any given crop in a scries of
years, or the value of such crop when produced.  Indecd
this vagucness scemed to run throughout the whole ope-
rations and results connected with agriculture, and hence
the difficultics which their socicty had met in arrunging a
scale of labour. In pruof that British agricultunsis hud
becen as inattentive as he had stated, and more so than
the other European stutes, Mr. Rowe adduced the exum-
ple of Frunee, where the quantity of land sow with cuch
description of grain, the produce, and the quuntity of live
stock for the whole kingdom were annuully ascertained,
and accurately known, In Belgium, similar information
had been perigdically cullected.” In the United States,
also, at the decennial census, much intercsting und valn-
able information was obtained, as to the live stock, the pro-
duce of various crops, and the quantity of dairy, orchard,
and garden produce, &c. In ﬁng)und, in 1703, a Board
of Agriculture was establithed, assisted annunlly by a
grant from parliament, and was continued until 18163
but the attention of that board ho apprehended, was di-
rected to modes of agricultural improvements, rather than
simply collecting and arranging information. Ourneigh-
bours north of the Tweed possessed statistical accounts of
cach parish in thekingdom, collected by the ministers of the
respective parishes, and lately published with the nuthority
of their names. Theseaccountsgencrally include the exient
and boundaries of the soveral parishes, the topographical
appearanecs, the rivers, the geology, with short historical
nutices, the population, the number of acres, the number
cultivated as arable or otherwise, the-system of eropping,
gencml holdings, and annual value of agricultural pro.
uce distinguishing that of gruim, green crops, &c.
Within the last fow years, he belicved, a serics of questions
had been issucd by government, and addressed to the
soveral parishes in England, but whether retums had
been generally made was doubtful, as the result had not
been published, and hence the average produce of the
kingdom stated to be in years of fair crops, 28 bushcls
per acre, must be regarded as a matter of conjecture
rather than of evidence. This question was now, how-
ever, forcing itself on the attention of government, and
had been brought before parliament for several years past.
By a well arranged plan, as in other countrics, the quan-
tity of grain annually produccd might be ascertained, and
the important and practical question settled, as to how
far the,produce of the country kept pace with the increase
of population ? a guestion which must be looked fairly
in the face, as onc_beeeming every day of greater mnc.
ment ; for it should be borne in wind that our population
did not simply augment in an uniform ratio, tho increase
in the 20 years from 1821 to 184} being 2,733,669
more than the increase of 180 years preceding 1750
(which was but 2,230,000), and greater than the increase
in the 500 years ding the t. Objections
might be urged to the adoption of a plan of statistics :
one—*that it would be a prying into the private affairs
of individuals,” was ccrtainly entitled to much considera.
tion ; but after having been inured to the ordeal: of the
income tax, we might wcll suffer the investigation that
might be_neccssary for such a purposs, a restoration to
vigour being oft.times secured only by -an unpalatable:
dranght or a painful operation. Tha Jecturer then? urged
the great importance which would have been given to
this part.of the county had such a plan existed ; ité capa.
bilities and fertility would have been definitely shown,
and would have given it # claim to consideration and zc-
commodation in any scheme of local improvement profes.
sing to be directed to the welfare of the county gencrally ;
a remark foreibly applicable at the present moment, when




