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production; cotton factories, bc-
cause flic milI-hands carry off the
raw material stowed awav in their
clothes. It is oniv by' organized
probity tlîat w'e can conipete %vith
the Ciinese. The probit), of
Clhinese merchants and bankers is
proverbial and is no doubt the
basis o! their success in these en-
terprises. As tlue Chinese hiave
no sepai-ate castes, it is liard to ac-
couint for such apparently con-
tradictorv phienomena as excep-
tional fidelitv in certain wvalks of
hife and svstemîîatic fraud iii others,
the line of deniarcation beiuîg,
mnoreover, shîarplv dravii.

The different code of hionour
whiich prevails iii officiai circles
may equal be pleaded as a neces-
Sîty of existence. N'\-o Govern-
mnent officia! in China can possibly
five on lus pay; hîs necessary ex-
penses manv timnes exceed il.
what is lie to do ? Inimemorial
tradition points out the wa-v. The
ox is flot muzzled thiat treads out
the corn. 0f course officiai cor-
ruption is an iiîsidious poison, not
onlv as affecting tue efflciencv of
the public service, but also- the
personal cluaracter of the in-
dividual.

An elenient of distrust be-
tween Cixinese and foreigners; is
tue looseness and disregard of
punctuality which, characterize the
Clîinese. E xcept in banking
transactions, tinie -itii tliem" lias
not flic sanie recocrnized value as
it lias %vith us, and their hiabits are
casier and niore slovenlv. It is
aileg-ed against thiem tlîat tlîev are
superstitions, but it is scarceh-
possible for a forcigu-ier to con-
ceive. hoiv coîiipletelv thecir lives
aare enveiope(l in cobwvebs of
necronîancy, geoniancv. iwitciî-
craft,- animal wvorship, lnck, cvii
eve, and a thousand influences
wliicli seem to us grotesque an(l
clîildislî. Timis is a natural resuit
of flic long duration of the people,
which lias perrnitted the accretions

of three thoiîsand years to be pre-
scrved in a g'igantic accumul~ation,
whereas the' primitive beliefs and
foikz-lore of XVestern peoples have
been broken up by their migra-
tions, wars, and commotions.
Alrnost everv conceivable action
of a Chinamnan's life is prescribed
b)v a mnute etiquette which no
one dream-s of disreg arding. But
in addition to this the Cliinese,
even the mnost reasonabie and
iost practicai, are under the
dlominion of sorcerers and fortune-
tellers and the reign of "iuck" to
sticl an extent that thev are in
constant apprehiension of dloing or
saying things at the wrong- tim e,
the wrong lae in thie ivrong
%vay-, or in company w'vith the
wrong people.

If they were ~vr1kthe
Chiinese liave ceased for very rnany
centuries to be so. Thie nation
lias survived the nîilitarv agre.
M'lien forced to figlit, whichi they
will seldomi do if there is a chance
of running, avav, their tactics are
more primitive than those of
Zulus. There is no concentra-

tion ach rgimient or battalion
fighits for itself exclusiveiy. None,
wvill assist another, stili less wvilI
anv section of a force sacrifice it-
self for the (yeneral success.

The ninner in which a Chinese
force is levied, the -way it is treated,
paid and led, should excuse nîncl
mn the private soldier. Under a
«Eirop)ean officer there wvas no for-
lom hope or desperate service for
whlich thty would flot volunteer.
It lias always been the persona]
qualities o! a nman, rathier thian a
cause, whicli attracted the Cliinese.
Gordon could have led theni anv-
wvhere.

M'lienî ail is said, howevcr, it
must stili be conceded that it is not
inilitary, or scientific, or political,
bunt commercial genius tliat lias
ciiaracterizcd the Chinese in the
past, aiîd is therefore most hikcly
to distinguishi themn i the future.


