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to aild them in conquering the evil and re-
turning to the right.

In looking back on the tide of external|
events, the past year has not been less
eventful than some of ats predecessors.
It has seen Burope, fur the first time for
many years, plunged mtoadeclared and san-
guinary war, threatening at one tme to lay
waste some of the fairest portions of a land
fult of mteresting and ume-honoured asso-
cations. [t ctosed unexpectedly when it
seemed at its crsis, whether happly or
uuhappily, remaims to be seen, for, whether
this war, mvolving the effusion of such
torrents of blood and the sacrifice of so
many thousand hves, has really serced the
true nterests of liberty, s a problem which
the course of future events alone can de-
termine.  The martial  spirit, huwever,
more easity aroused than repressed has
threatened to carry the horrors of war
even to the peacetul =hores of our own
wmother isle, but that danger seems for the
present averted.  God grant that the coun-
try which has stood so long pre-cminent
in defending teae Liberty, and preserving a
pure Christianity, may be fong blessed with
peace and prasperity, and still farther puri-
fied and strengthened to fulfit her noble
mission more futhfully than ever!

Turning from the Eastern shores of the
Atlantic to our own immediate vicinity we
see a country where, under the mask of a
scarcely pretended unity, biiter animosi-
ties, conflicting views and violent passions
are at work like the volcanic clements
under ground. which alveady give token of
a coming cruption. ‘The late excitement
in Virmma, and the sad events connected
with 1, which have absorbed so much in-
terest of late, must give rise to ommons
misgivings for the future, for, however mis-
taken and rasiv the old hero of Harper's
Ferry may have been, we can hardly help
believing that a truly good man has fallen
in the strugele agamst the slave power,
and that the indignation which hic death
has aroused in many may find vent in
a ternble retribution,

Oue of the most interesting events of
the past vear was the final cleanng-up of
the fates of the hrave vovagersof the North,
Hope of Sir Joha Franklin’s veturn had
long awo been extinguishied., but it was
pleasant to know that ke at teast was spar-
ed the misery of the fate our imaginations
had pictured,—and thas, while asyet pros-
pects scemed bright and danger distunt,
he was gently taken away from the evil o]
conme.

The 1nss of the Austria in 1858 has
found a paralle! in the loss of the Royal
Charter in 1859 Heart-rending as the
detulg are, afl that passed in that dark
tempestuons  morning  amudst  breaking
chams and parting timbers is known 1o
TTim anly who holds the winds in the hollow
of s hand.  Daubtess He had wise and
good reasons for so mysienous A provi-
dence, into which our vision dares not
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penetrate.  May the sorrowing  hearts
which it has left desolate and broken be
ted to see that He indeed * doeth all things
well.”  The wreck of the “Indian” on
our own coasts, though the logs of life
was et providentially comparatively
small, has brought the lesson of our help-
lessness and dependence home to our-
selves, a lesson which, in spite of every
warning, we are constantly forgeiting.

The revivals, which fast year began in
the United States, have been manifesting
themselves in increased power anl extent
in Scotland and Ireland. The accounts of
the marvellous events there scem to us
ometimes almost ineredible; and  yet,
though there may be much 1n them pre-|
senting difficulties and perplexities to our
minds, there is much also to assure us
that reaf spiritual good has been in many
cases thewr result. Shail we not pray
that the Great Head of the Chureh will:
send upon us, even us also, a blessing, |
warming our cold hearts and rousing us
from the apathetic stupor,which is pechaps, |
the most insidious enemy of our spivitual
e ?

A glance at the leading events of the
vear would be incomplete without an altu-
son to that which has most interested us |
as members of a Church during its pro-
aress — the establishment of our first!
Foreign Mission  Our Canadian Church |
has so'emaly conscerated her Jewish Mis-
sionary to his work, and sent him forth
with the last parting instructions to pro-
claim the true Messiah to his brethien in
Turkey, on whose shores he has proba-
Lly cre this time arrived.  Let us be
thanhful that our first Missiunary enterprise
has been directed 10 Gad's chosen people,
“whom He forcknew,”—for, though  this
Mission of ali others, humanly speaking,
preseats the greatest difficuities, yet to the
Christian difficalties are but food for fanh,
and miore urgentstimulus to carnest prayer.
Let the prayers of the Church then a~cend
in unison for our distant Missionary, that
tiue God of Ilis Fathers may be with him
in his work, giving him strength in weak-
ness and wisdom in perpiexity. and ena-
bling hun. as well by a consistent Chinis-
tian Life and conversation as by his more
active efforts, to commend to his unbe-
Lieving brethren the Gospel he has gone to
preach.  Aund, ifin this respect we butdo
our duty, can we doulit that He, who hath i
promised 1o fulfil the prution of cven o |
agrecing in His name, will gant us abun- !
dantly our request. !

Let us begin this new vear, remember-
ing that the “ mght is far spent, the day i
at hand ;" —~~that the “ morning comcth > for |
those who have “cast off the warks of
darkness and put on the armounr of light 57
but the night, a mght of thick darkness, |
that knowsz no dawning, for tha-e wha!
persistin living without God and without !
hope in the world!  Surely then it i<
high time to awake out of sleep ; for now

is our salvation nearer than when we le-
heved.? ¢
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SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST
PUBLICATION,

J. Ferguson, West Gwillimbury, 1857-8, $1 00
Rev. Professor Weir, Kingston, 1858,.. 0 50
Rev. 8. B. Shaw, Marlow, 1859-60, 1 00
John Fortest, Jarvis, i 100
Alea, Cameron, Baytield,  1858-9,.... 1 00
[ John Craig, Cornwall, 4o ... 100
Mrs. Roacl, Montreal, 1859,.......... 0 50
John McMartin, Beaubarnois. 1860,... 0 50
Colin Mclver, Melbourne, “ ... 050
Evander Mclver, Scotland, “ ... 050
Peter Nicol, Avrora, 1858-9,.......... 1 00
y Miss Burrett, Montreal, 1860,.......... 0 50
Alex Bryson, @ 1859,....000.0. 0 50
J. D. Borthwick, 1858-9,........ 100
R. Weir, “ 1859, ccceaeee 0 50
J. 3. Hunter, " 1860,...00....., 030
J. Scott, “ 1859..ceven.. 0 50
James Low, Lachine, 1860,........... 0 50
Dz, Campbell,  Montreal, 1859,.... 0 50
C. Atkinson, b “ ... 050
1AL M. Severight, ¢ 1860,.... 0 50
! David Mullaus, Carillon, “oL... 050
R. GG, Lamb, Smith's Falls, “ ..., 050
lJolm Paton, Kingston, “o.... 050
Rev. J. Paton, Jedburgh, Scot., ¢ .... 0 59
Mrs, Taylor, Kingston, 4 ... 050
i Allan McPherson, #0050
Mres. W. Bell, 2 copies, “ ..., 100
A.W. Jeffrey, Richibucto,  1858,.... 0 50
James Girvin, “ “o.... 050
Thomas Girvin, u“ ..., 050
Alexander Girvin, “ ... 050
John Leishman, “ ... 050
s Willinm Brait, « “o.o . 0580
W. 5. Caie, “ 1857,.... 0 50
Dr. McLaren, o 1858,.... 0 50
Reverend Professor Mowat, Kingston, 2
copics, i860,.. 1 00
Mrs. John McFarlane, Thorold, “ .. 0 50
David Simpson, Kingston, 1857-8-9, 1 50
P. Rubertson, Kincardine, 1837-8-0-60, 2 00
W. Spicrs, Montreal,  1835:6-7-8-4-60, 3 00
Dav. Meiklcjohn, Seymour West, '57-8-9, 1 50
Johu Fair, London, 1860,.... 0 50
| James Dunbar, (L oeee 050
j James Cowan, o % L. 050
W. Chaliners, i “ ... 050
Jobn McKenzie, ¥ ... 050
Jacob Myers, Morrisburg,  1856-7-8-9, 2 00
John Colquloun, 1856-7, 1 00
M. McPherson, Kincardine, 1859-60, 1 00

Just Published :
SCHEVE OF LESSUNS for 1860, based
£ upon the Edinburgh Teachers' Notes, for
the use of Sabbath Schools.
Price 2 cents per copy, ur 20 cents per dozen,
winchncludes pustage to any part of Canada.
JOHN LOVELL, Publisher.

Montreal, December, 1859.
S().\'GS OF PRAISE, a Sclection of Hymna
for Sabbath Schools and Fanuhies, pre-
pared by the Montreal Sabbath School Asso-
ciation fur the Presbyterian Church of Canada
in connection with the Church of Scotland.
Pricc 4 centsper single copy, or 35 cents per
dozen, which includes postage te any part of

Cauada,
JOHN LOVELL, Publisher,
Montreal, December, 1859.
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