The Dricd Yrait Market.

With the single exe:pilon of TFrench
and ‘Austrinu prunes, the tendenoy of
dried Truits in general i3 oithor to-
warcs gteadiness or in the direotion
of 'much higher priccs than was the
rule for fall importation lust year.
Perhaps figs aro the most notable
Nustratioa fnthis re peot throughout
tho entive llst. Importers here have
paish 608 Tor shipments of these, simi-
lar consigiments last full costing
only 2058. s0 that compared with last
yoar fige will cost 50 poer cent more
this scason. Mhis week local wholes
salo houses are offering 10-ih. figs to
arrive at $1.85, the same goods sell-
ing for $1 fn 1897, nmd Z-row 12-0z.
fruit 2t 14c, as agninst 8c lust year.
Primary ‘'axivices on dates are also
very firm. though little or no busi-
ness has yot been done for importa-
tion. and no firm offers are obtatn-
able, owing to the uncertainty whieh
prevails regarding the dute of the
first shipments. It is expeeted that
tho earliest will bo made from Bus-
sorn about the 30th of tho present
month, and the next ahout the 18th
of October.

Valencia ralsins manifest a nweh
stronger tendency In Spain, and it
{8 understood that some of the early
vontracts marle in this market will
have ‘to bve filel at o loss ot 6d
o box to the seller, owing to this
fact. Offers are made this
week Dy local jobbers of new
crop Valencias to arrive at 4 1-2¢ for
tine off stalk, 5 3-8c for selected, and
£ 3-4¢ for 4~crown layers. California
raisins are very firm in tone, and busi-
ness for forward dellvery Ilias been
checked, owing to the attitude of the
Growers Assoclation, on the coast, re-
garding the question of prices and de-
liveries. If they are successful in car-
rying out their intentions, prices w'il
have to advance, and at present/ no
business has been put through for Ce-
toher, at which time the earliegt de-
liveries of Pacitic const raising will be
made in this market. Offers on these
fruits to arrive are mnde as follows:
Two-Crown loose muscagtels, 5 1-2¢: 3-
crown «c., 6 3-4¢: 4-crown, 7 1.2¢;9eed-
ed, 901-2¢ to 1ic per Ib.; faney clusters,
$2.30 to $2.5M0 Dehesa, $2.75 to $3;and
Imperial, $3.25 to $3.50 per box, Opin-
fons in the trade seem to be divided
regarding the action of the Growers
Assoclation, and complaints are made
about its method of doing business. On
the other hand, it is held that througn
the work of the associntion the prac-
tice of indiscriminate consignments,
which have had such a demoralizing
influence in the past, has been made
impossible ana placed the castern dis-
tributers ot the fruit in a much moro
satisfactory position thaa they have
occupiea for a number of years.

Curranta are firm in tone, also in
line with other fruite. The first ar-
rivals are expectol shortly, and prices
on goo’ls to arrive are as follows:
Fillatrlas v barrels, 41-4¢; in half-
barrels. 43-8c; in 1-2 cases, 4 1-2c.
Yatras. i 1-2 gascs, Se; Vostizzas,
In 1-2 cases. §51-2¢ and extra cholce
do. 8c. In their circular, J.C. Hongh-
ton & Co.. of Liverpool, say of cte-
rante: “Wo reported last week the
arrival of tho ‘Aarat oun the 1st iust,,
bringing about 400 tons of the new
season’s fruit. Buslunoss ou the open-
ing day was restricted by the pau-
city of samples offering. but the two
following tiays saw & completo clear-
anco of the supplies by this vessel,
and our market wns ready for the
furthor arrival of 800 tora per Bar-
ngossa, on Wonday morning, ‘This

THE COMMERCIAL

lattor cargo consistel almost entlre-
1y of provinclal fruit, of which a cou-
siderablo quantity had been sold pre-
vious to arrival. The quality in gen-
eral of Pyrgos. Provincial and Ama-
lfas—lescriptions is satisfactory. Aa
amplo s2lection of all growths is now
offering. as th2 Marcotis, Cypria and
Palm are uischarging their cargoes.
Thoe fira: parcels of Gult are quite
satisfactory, unid decidedly superlor
to what we have handled of this
growth for the past two or three
years. In Vostizza little hus yet been
seen of sBtrictly fine; the majority con-
sists ol medlume-sized, rather harsh
frdit. Totul sales mado ko far of all
descriptions are falr, but the general
feeling isthat more wottll have been
done awero it not for the prolonged
heat. it being generally recogmzed
that the dried fruit trade doss uot
sottlo down seriously to business un-
til the summer 1s pust.”

California prunes are strong for
future delivery, the first receipts of
new ¢! op belnys due here the first week
of Octorer. Reports from the voust
state that supplies are not ample, and
that higher Lirwces are anticipated. On
the first deltveries local jobbers ure
quoting the lollowlng prices to ar-
rive: 10 to 50s, 10 3-4e; 50 to GOs,
91-4¢; 60 $.708, 81-4¢; 70 to £0s,
7 3-4¢; 80 to 90s, 7Ti-tc, and 90 to
100s, 6 8-2v. No business of import-
ance on forward account has trans-
pired in French prunes, but reports In-
dicate that they will be much cheaper
than last yssr. The sume is the case
witle Austrlan frult and ¢iers of Bos-
nia, 110 to 1158, In 351D, boxes, are
Yolng made this week at 4 3-4¢, the
same fruit osting 6 34 last fall. The
prune situation s thus roviewed by
the Califoiain Fruit Grower: “There
Is an active énguiry for large prunes,
40--50s, and 50—-80s for export to Fu-
rope. ‘These s1zes are scarce and hut
few are beélug offered nt any price.
Cholce Sante Clara, 10-508, would sl
up close & ¢, and 50 to 60s, 51-2 to
B¢, a8 to quality. There s as much, i
not more difference in the quallty of
prunes as in other fruits. Prunes can-
uot now be sold upon count alone.
There has never been cnough differ-
enc: in price between the large, me-
divm ar  gmall sizes. In France, 30 to
40s . 4¢ to 508, command 7, large
premimn over the basis price of the 4
sizes. Last scason the Santa Clara
Coun'ty Fruit exchange was a.froe
gelier and at prices below the outside
denlers. This displeased the stock-
Tolders, so this season the Exchange is
holding cut for prices above thosa at
which outside dealers are loadlug wp
the trade east and west. It is hard to
try and plense every one and meet the
murket at one and tho same time."

Demand Tor muts to arrive is natur-
ally assuming more activity, and the
general dlgposition mpoints to steadl-
nesy. This is particularly the case
In Grenoble walnuts, on which import-
ars have found it impossible as yet to
get a firm offer. Shelled walnuts
rule firm at 20¢ to 2le¢; Tprragona
almonds, 10 1-2 to lic: do, shelled, 25c¢,
and Sicily filberts in 220-1b. packages,
7c to T1-2c parlb. ¢

Experimenting with Fruits.

From the many experiments aow be-
ing carrixdt on, it will soon be learned
whnt frultg can be grown successfully
in Manitoba. 1In addition to thea ex-
pariments being carried on on a lnrge
scale at the experimental farms, many
farmers and other private citizens
have been experimenting with fruits.
A large number of persons evidently
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believe that fruit growlng can be car-
ried on successfully in Manitoby, s is
evidenced by the fact that large quan-
tities of nursery stock are brought
hiere every spring and fall,. BP.
Blackfora & Co., nurserymen, of To-

ronto, have for some years given
spectal  attention to the Manitoba

trade, and their shipments of nursery
stock have been growing each season.
This {fall we are informed they have
very large shipments to make to Man-
itoba. The writer has had o couple
ot packages of trees from this firm,
and found their stock very healthy
and vigarous.

The largo quantity of nursery stock
belng brought in” from this and other
nurseries, wlll have a good effeet in
time. While many varletics are doom-
ed to fallure here, other varletieq of
fruit are proving equal to the climate.
Those who first began cxperimenting
are now beginning to meet with
success even with some of the large
fruits, ana several parties have suc-
ceeded in growing apples in Manitoba,
while & great measure of generil suc-
?esis has been attained with small
ruits. .

Spring Styles in Boots.

‘The questioa of colors in the com-
ing season’s Dboots and shoes is at
present one of consuierable interest.
1he immers: popularity or chocolate,
especially in women's slhoes, ereante
such & demand Jor this shade of
leather for the pasy two or three
yoears that ghe stock could not bhe
supplici Tancy is taking hold of
lighter eaudes and in the samples a
prevominance will be notleed in these
slandes.  Vesting tops have been some-
what unsatisfactory as to wear, but
the comniay 8801, notwithstanding
this will s2¢ many handsome samples
in combinations of leather and vest-
ing tops in which the .lefects as to
U eabitity will have been remedied.
1 - dewand Jor cloth in handsome
designs for vesting top: has brought
out many attractive specialties in
this line. Fancifulness in design, or-
namentation. cte.,, will be more no-
ticeable thau ever in the construc-
tion of epring shocs. Fauey faclings,
foxings. and flics prevail. In the vest~
ing tops the patterns are much quiet-
er. ‘Buttoued btoots for men in both
black and tan are being introduced
more freely than for years. Imitation
bustoned in congress in the lighter
shades of chocolate and tan will be
found very vopular. (n regard to
shaps the tendency is towards wider
toes. especinlly in ladies’. Some quite
whle styles are shown. and it is pre-
dicted that another season will see
witle bull dog toes in women’s stylish
shoos quite the thing. In ladices' slip-
pers the finest lines show bead work
on vampe anl quarters with silk bows
aml gemmed buckles. long mohair
tongues aud Louis XV. hteis.—Trado
Review. ! .

John Kasetner has :old his interest
in the Commerelanl hotel. Morrls, Man.,
to Measrs. Spence.

James Foreman. of Alexander, Man.
furniture dexler. will 9°11 his stock LY
auction and go out of thig line,

The English  bondholders have ve-
fus~d to accept the offer of the Win-
nipex city counell to buv the water-
works property for £40.000.

On OQctoher 10 the Canadian Paci-
flc railway rate of 7¢. per bushel on
wheat from Fort Willinm to Ontario
points goes into effect. Tast of Pet-
erboro, 8c.



