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The Commercial certainly enjoys a very much
larger circulation among the busincss conmmunity
of the vast region lying between Lake Superior
and the Pacific Coast, than nna‘ other paper in Can-
ada, dmlﬁv or weckly. The Commercial also
reaches the leading wholesale, cc ission, manu.
facturing and financial houses of Eastern Canada,

WINNIPEG, FEBRUARY 19, 1898.

AN INTERIOR ROUTE.

A deputation representing the Win-
nipeg bLoard of trade and the Winni-
peg city council is now in the east
upon ‘very Important business.. The
dbject Is to0 urge upon the govern-
ment the necessity of opening the in-
terior rouwte to the northern gold
fields and also to seek the assistance
of the castern boards of ‘trade in
furthering this object. Without dis-
cussings at the present time the decis-
fon of the government to open the
Stikine route, the necessity for the
opening’ of an interlor route will not
in the leapt be lefgened Ly the con-
struction of the ‘Stikine-Teslin rvail-
waly. Mhe bpening of the Stikine
route maly be necessary as an emerg-
ency case., The opening of an inter-
for route is necessary as a permanent
and lasting investment in the inter-
est of -all Canada.

The Stikine route will provide
meaus of Ingress, and what is perhaps
ol more importance, of egress to the
great crowd of inexperienced persons
who are endeavoring to reach the
famous Klondike. “What will become
of manyy of these people it ls indeed
hard to saly, but the hest possible will
have to be done for them when they
find themselves stranded in the for
north. The opening of an interior
route from some point on the north
Saskagchewsan, would provide, as we
have said, a permanent highway, to
the groat north country, and also a
permguent route which would be the
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first great deslderatum In the devel-
opment of northwestern Canada.

The great point in connection witl,
a route via the North Saskatchewal
s, that it would open.up & vast tor-
ritorty well adapted to settlement,
while g4 the samo thno it would at-
iford a means of speedy communication
with the far north entirely within
Canadian ‘territory. It I8 of para-
mount importance that those going to
the northern gold fields should pass
through Canadian “territory all the

‘waly. Thousands and thousands of

those who go nonrth will not remain
as miners, Thousands of them will
never &attempt anything as miners,
If they were going in and coming out
by an interlor route, no doubt muny
of them would  localte  per-
manently fn the wnorthern portions
of the Ccountny <which offer good
lnducement for permanent settiement.
A railway through the great agricul-
tural region north of the Saskatche-
wat would: mean the early lccation
of thousands of permanent settlers in
that reglon. A great many who
would stary for thie Klondike via such
a route, would probably never get
that far. They wouid become perm-
anent settlers at some point further
south. There is not only n vast aren
of country north of the Saskatche-
wan well adapted to agrieulture and
atcek-ralsing, but it is algo well known
that gold exists over a wide area of
territory this slde of the KXiondike.
Gpid. wasling can be made to pay in
aimest every stream from the Sas-
katchewan northward. As to the
value of the coantry for hundreds of
miices beyond the Saskatchewan for
agricultural purpcsss, It is hardly ne-
cissary to speak in detail. For - the
past fifteen years or mere, the Peace
river region lhas been esusidered
quite equal to any part of the prairie
country from the Red river westward.
Official reporte claimedd that the re-
gion north of the Saskatchewan was
equal to the best, and it has been the

_ belief of these who were familiar with

the country, that swhen the north
country was developed, Canada would
have a great agricultural provinee in
the Peace river rogion.

We lhave now the opportunity to
turn @ tide of settiement into that
region. ‘The fabulous discoveries of
gold In the far northern regions of
Canada have moved the civil-
ized  world. Half a million peo-
ple will, it ls believed, attempt
to get into the north country this
year. This is Canada’s opportunity
to szeure within a few years guch a
gattlement and development of our
uncccupied northern agricultural dis-
tricte ag wouwld not come in a life-
time under ordinary clrcumstances.
Shall we ris2 equal to the occaslom ?
Shall we let this great opportunity
siip by? The immediate opening of an
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interlor route to the far north would
glve such an fmpetus to the develop-
ment and settlement of western and
northwestern Canada a8 we have
never yet even dared to hope for. Not
only would It open the north country
for gattlement, but {t would provide
a1 mearket for the produce of our
farmers, in the far northern gold
reglony, now being largely supplied
from the Dacific coast states, thus
proving a grent bonefit to our present
population,

Gold or no gold in  the
Kiondike, the opeaing of the
country north of the Saskatchewan
would bo necessary at some future
time. The great discoverles in the
far north have, however, created a
situation which should bo taken ad-
vantage of.  Tho cost wouid; not be
great in comparison wibth the results
to bo attainedt. Tho case is as urgent
s .8 the opening of the Stikine route.
All eyes are turned this way. To
nilse the opportunity now; may, rovard
our development a, decade or more in
comparison with what might bho
pocured.

The Commereial has taken specjal
pamns to secure information regrdiag
thir routes to the far north via the
Norblh Saskatchewan. A represeuta-
tive of this journal visitod Edmonton,
Princo Albert, Fort Saskatchewan,
St. Alvert, and other Saskatchewan
points, with the object of interviewiag
traders, trappers, missfonaries amd
otiiors familiar with tho nortin coun-
ry. The information gathered, which
was published jn our issues of Octo-
Do 18 and February 5, was sufficient
to siiow the great desirabillity of apen-
ing a route via the North, Saskatche-
wan, The information publishel in
these two x}umbers is perhaps the mmost
compleie yet given in regaxd o the
rouias via  North  Saskatchewan
poinds,

THE PATRONS. .

When tho order of Patrons of In-
dustry was first introduced into AMani-
toba and began to make its pres-
ence fTelt, ‘there was considerable
alarm cmong country merchants at
points where the Patrons were strong,
The Patrons declared thelir Intention
of purchasing their supplies “from
headquarters” thus doing away with
the “middle men” as they, termed the
countny traders. The Commercial re-
ceived many letters from country mer-
chants about the Patrons, and in
some of these letters The Commercial
was upbralded for not pltching into
the Patrons an undertaking single-
haunded thelir extermination. One mer-
chant clalmed that their trade was
being destroyed by the Patrons,
and yet The Commercial, which should
defend them, had nmot even denounced
the order, Mo such lotters a private
reply, was usually sent to the effect



