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WINNIPE:G, PUBRUARY 19, 1898.

&N I.NTERZIOR[ ]ROUTE.
A. (dputation represcnting the Win-

zsipegý board of -trade auû ite Winni-
peg 'city counel is nloi In tise et
upoii 1very- iiortant bissite'ss.. Tihe
object la to tirge uWpon the goverii-
ment tise necesity id( openIngý tise In-
terior rou'te te thie ilrtliern goid
!ieicbs and a1*oo te seek tise assistance
of tise enstera beOaýrd '01 'ratIe In
furtlherlag tilts objelet. Mithlet dis-
cumsing at the presesit turne the decie-

V'oit o tise goNerament to open tise
Stikine route, tise neéesiiy for the
epesnrg*0f an In'tertor route iil flot
in the ieapt be, 1eeud by tite c'en-
strsietten of the Stikiise-Tc&,Iln rafl-

wabr. M~ie bpenlng o! tise, Stih-ine
route may"h belesr as ait cxnerg-
cte ease. Mi~e t;penlng of an inlter-

lor route la iieceàsarvr ns a permanent
and 1neting Inveý;tjaent lis tise Inter-
esbtf Ur ait Canada.
T5iîe StUdIne roeute wrili provide
menus -of Ingreass, andsi ha't la perliaps
of more Impar.1anx*o, of egres to te 1
grenus erbwvd or inerperienced VersonLS
w2to are endoa\'oring to, reacis tise
famous Xzioedike. eNVbatt ivill become

iyr nsguse or tisese pejople it le indeed
liard to, &&~, but tite best possibI0 wli
Ita.ve to 1,e donc lor themt Irlen tisey
f ad t1seniselvce 3tranded In th'i far
nortih. Tise opsenfug ci a.n Interior
route front Ootue poln't on thse north

Sa~ktchean, onldprmldo, as %ve
isoeve euid, a permanent ligiwaly, to
the groat norts 'couD Vr'y' and abo, a
permanent rutte wvhIchs would be te

fIrst great desideratuwi lit th~e devel-
opinent ol norts western Canada.

Tie gree~ pobint li connection witl.
a. rouLte via tise Norths Saskatcisewaùý

1s, tsat it iuii opes.. Up il vast ter-
rItOIy Weil asiaptesi te settement,
%VhIue aýt tise saine tinie It woI.11d a!-
'ford a mens ef sqseedy conmniiissieatioss
ivitis tise far norts esîtirely Nvitin
Cassadissu territrM. It la dil para-
usilint Importance that tihoso gelng to
tise ssorthlerit golti fleids sisouti pus
tîsteugis Casadilan *terrltory ail the

wn iousandig and tiuseusantis of
tisose w-lie go norti -%viii net remni

afi Minons. mi1ousanXis of tisent ivil
never * ttenibt mn)rting as minŽrs.
If tiîey wec gelifg lit andi conslng ont
by au Interlor route, no doubt many
grI tisetn WMeld ldeatte per-
manhiutly lu te n.ortserut portions
ti! tise haountm't" Wslilci e!fer gooti
Ilsducemesst for pernianient settienient.
A raiiway titrougi tise great agricul-
titrai reglos nortit ef tliz Suskzatcite-
watt nouskt l mts bio e4sriy Iccatios
or tltiaostsîds of perma.sist settlers lit
titat regloîs. A great iiiiuty ivio
tvould sutart for tise Xtossdiko via sucs
a rosi ta, wessid probably stever get
tisai far. T1liiey %vou1d becouse pertis-
alient sittiers at soinie, poitnt ftirtiser
qu»tti. Tàtere Ls itot oSlly a vast area
et coutntry norbIs of the Sasicateitc--

wniN adki nted to agriculture andi
atcc~rauuIsgbut lb Is also weii lzue" nl

titat goiti exists over a ivide area of
territery titis filde of te XtonidILe.
G1aid. tvashsltg vais ho inail te, puy Il
aïsscnt every streai frona tise Sïts-
katcsetait zîoet]iard. At; te the
value of tise country for litiisdreds of

iiilc- beonti the qaMkzttcliewaii for
agricultural v)ur>cs3p, It la isardiy tte-

c.tasary te si)eak lit detail. For - thse
piat fllteoit years or more, te Pence
river regoui bias beets cc=s;idores
ijulte diluai te iy part of tise prairie
counstry front tise PIL- river wegtw ard].
Officiai reporte elaintxx tisst the re-
gion nortît of thse SnwtzatcitewnuII -%%as
eqtsal te tise hast, andi it lias boots thte
belle! of tiic&o whio, WEît c fasullia r wltis
tise counttry, titat lirleul the iortis
Counstry wal; devenpeti, canada -tveili
]tave a grcat agrlcsttrzt province li
thec. Pence river regios.

Ieitve tsoi tise .pportimilty te
txsrit a tide of sattonssynt iute, ttat
reglits. ie, fabulonîs d1scoveries of
geiti lis tise far nortsersi regioîts of
Canada ItaNe anoved tise civil-
izcti wvorld. Erl~sf a xionpeo-
pIe wIll, it is beieved, attemipV
to get labo tise north eountry titis
year. Thtis le Canada's opporbunity
te sacîre, witiin a feuv ycars ssit a
sabtlexu1esst andi developmnlent o! aSi
uisocesipleti nortiernaugricultural dis-
trIct& aus wotdd Isot conte li a lire-
tinte unider ordlinîry circunmstar.ces.
Sisai %ve riso equai te thse occasion?
Shai we lot tliàs great opportuuîity
silp by? Tise lnuuscôdlate openlag or an

Interlor route te bise far isorit wvous
givo silsi an lispotits te tite devolop-

ýniênt and settlinent of ivestern atd
tortiîwvesteri Cantaa ne -,N bave
ncver yet even da-red to hope for. Nut
ozsIY ivould It Open the- nortis cottry
for 03ttlieiit, but lb wetsid provIsie
a insrrkct for te pr«iuo of our
farinera, lit tise far nortiserit gold
regiottu, nOw beittg iargely auppiied
fron thse Pacifie zoast istates, tinta
Provitsg a great bolsofit to ousr lreset

(Old or ne0 gold Iu te
Klondike, tho, Oe>ilsg et thse
country nortli of tise Saskatchsewan
would bo nect-Fsaxy at souse future-
tinie. Tise great dIlecoverles in Lise
fat, norVis have, hioiever, created a

s~ituation witich sltould b>0 taken ad-
vantaZ4o ef. T)iO cos<b wou3i not be
gre«at lit cosaparison lvitIL. thd rÀeSuUts
te o atao d Tihe, cas-e la as urgent
aLI 3 tihe oplutg or thek Stikiîne route.
Ait e3îw arb turncd Vidae way. To
lllieLVise epportualty noi inayq retasd
Our developIusent na decade or moare in
conspariion wvit.l NWlt miglît lie

FmCceured.
To Commercial lias taken specIui

paitn-3 te secture information reýg-rding
ti1ki routes te teo far nortit via tihe
Norths Siwkatchitean. A represcul;a-
tiv>of e! its tournui vlsitotl Ednon.ton.
Prince Albert, Fort Saiskatechewan,
St. Albert, andi otier $easkn<tcisewan
po'nts, %wltl tie objecit of lntcrviewiiag
trsi.ers, trappers, sufsssonarles assît
et-imern fainillar ivitis tihe, noztisi couts-
trY. The~ fusforilivtion gathercd, wiêLhs)

was%- pliblshied In Our Issues of ora.
botu 18 and F ebrua.ry Gi. vr-us sssfflcýent
teow tise great destrabiiLy of .apeaî-
Ing a route, via Vise oriSkclc
ivatt. Tise infrorilsation publlie lu
tse, twec numbers la perisaps tise mest
conmplete letgsvcn lis regzard( te the
roum'dL via Xortli S5askatchievzti
psoints.

THE PATIRONS.
Wliets tise urder et Patrons of In-

(lflstry %via& flrst introdstced itito-Mani-
toba and begain te make Its preb;-

e( feit. Itiere n'as cosisiderable
alarin amng country' merehants at
points where tse Patrons ivere strosg.
Thse Patrons deulared Viseir Intention

ef purcltaslng tiseir supplies 11frein
Iseadquarteral thus dolng away ivltit
thse l'niddle men" as tsey termed the
counstry traders. Týie Commercial re-
cclved mny letters frein country mer-
cihante about the IPatrons, and lu
soine of tisese letters Thse Commercial
w-ns upbralded for net pitcaisg into
tise Patrons ant undcrtaking single-
lsauded tiseir extermination. One nier-
chjant ýciained thiat tiseir trade n'as
being destroycd by thse Patrons,
andi eb '1'J Commercial, wbich ehoula
defeuti tîsein, liid n'ot even deuounoed
tise order. Tpý sucls iotteiis a prIvate
reply. w-os tlmillly sent te thse e! fect


