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EXPERIMENT INI ?UNIOJPAL TAXA-
TION.

Regina, tho capital o! the Torritories, la
about ta maho an exparlaient lu municipal
taxation of qulta a raoical nature. Iu a nows
item lu Ta COMMERCIAL of lent wsek, rofer-
ring te this, it wax callod thse Single Tax sys.
tem, thougi I will bo observed that it diffors
vory materially froin tise Heury' George lda cf
taxation. At tho last session of the Territorial
Legisiature, an sot won pasaed regardiDg muni-
olpal assasmeut, wvbieh tho town af Regae bas
now decided to carry luia offet. The Regina
Record gives the toliowing synopsis ai tbis

"Thoa sources froms wbich revenue may, undor
ibis law ha derived ara (1) real estate assesbed
lat lse full cauh value, buildings and improve.
monte lioing exonspied-tho maximum rate
wisicb may bo imrposed under thîs head la
placed at tbreo per cen; (2) a business tat, nlot
ta exceed one dollar and a hall on every thon-
saisd dollars of the total turn.over o! tho pro.
viens year, boing 15 mille per hutdred dollars
and not 2j per cent. as saome supposa; (3) an lu-
comas tax: wich averages $10 per tbousand, but
which nsay be reduced b>' the Counicil; (4) a
license tmx ta be placed upon sueir concerns as
raiiway, telograpis, telephone, insurance, elec.
trio ligbt and loan compaules, snd aiso upon
banka and &ooieties, the coat cf snch licenso ta
be based upon the volume of business trans.
aatcd."

The firat :ocurce of revenue frram taxation
upon land la of course in agreement with the
Henry George ides, or single tait theor>'.
The second clause, however, which providos
for a business taex, ie quite opposed ta the argu-
ments of the single tait sdvocates. It la, be.
aides, a plan of taxation wbich la objectionable,
chiefly hecmme iL la nat equitable. It la de.
cidedi>' uusound and unfai- iu principlo, te tat
ail business mon ta thse sanie proportionate ox-
tout au tise turn.over of theïr business, for the
reaion that profite are nt tho eanie lu different
liens cf business, In aone branches of trade.
particularl>' in those whero the annuel turn-
over la amail, the profits are ranch larger tban
lu othera. Ono man, with a tura-over cf $25,.
000, nia> have as large a net profit as
anothor with a turn.ovor of $50,000 or mare,
yet the latter will pây double the amonut of
taxes. The maximum rate allowed for tire
business tait, under the act, la nlot very great,
but tisia dace flot hclp tire ptinciple of the
thing any. Anothor objectionabie Meature is
the kuowledge which, usay ho obtaiced, under
the systeni, a! tire amnount af business doue by
different concerna. Many business mon would
net cars ta bave the amount of their annual
bosiness mado public. -It seeins ta e an n.
ceptcd idea tirai business aboula Le taxed, but
wby ibis la; the caae la caa of the tiuga which
la puti understanding, in the logic of ebings.

As an experiment, this depattura on the part
of the Regina nutboritica will Le intereatiug,
tirough th3 systens cau hardly prove pierman-
entI>' sàtiafactory ie its -present forte, if, in-
deed, any system o! taxation ean he mado
ta&tisfaotory.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
IT will be lnteresting to ibserve what Parlia-

ment will do with the Frenchi treaty, which
wait left uver froin luat session, and wili corne
optfr ratification nt the cominq session. Thoro
was a great deal of oppositi,,n to th(% treaty
%howvn at tho lait session, and this soome t,0
have inoreaaed conalderably ln tho meantlinic.
Rsàther.au aniualog tenture bai transpired re.
cently la the opposition to the ratification of
the treaty. We flnd the temperanca people
aud the distillora bath ont ln opposition te the
treaty. It Ie not vory ai ton that these inter-
este eau flnd anytbiog- upon which thoy can
agrea, but îît bas happesd for onco. Tho
tempo.-ance peopla oppose the treaty because it
commits tho country te the admission of French
wines, whioli with other liquors they want pro.
hibibed. The distiller& oppose the treaty be.
cause they fear cheapor light wines may do.
ctesie the consumption of domeatio spirite.
With theso two Internats now manifcsting their
opposition te the treaty, tho government will
find it aven more diffiouit perbaps ta pais the
treaty than would have beon the case a yoar
aRa._______

Tirs COMERCIAL bai been socondod by
praotically the entirA press of Winnipeg, ia
firat speaking out in apposition te the proposai
t-cat the oity should give $ 100,000 ta the Do.
mnion Governmeut, ta aid ie improving the
Ried River navigation. The arguments uted
by the pross generally are about the same as
wcre advancerl by Tit CombierciàL, and it is
not necessary ta repeut tben. They aIre sonda
ln principle, and ha% a been an atrongly put a
ta ho overvheitning. The Legislature may
sanction the proposai, or not, just as the mem-.
bers see fit, but it will he wasting tueo and
meney ta put the question ta a vote of the rate.
payers, for with suob strong opposition it
would bardly seera possible teasecure a vote in
favor of suob an expenditure.

Tirs question of prohibitiog the liquor busi-
ness is justnow about the foremost question in
the province of Ontario, leaviog lu the abade
for the time being even sncb disturbing faotors
as tbe Protestant Protective association and
the political, catnpaign of the Patrons of In.
dustry. 1 t begine tu look ab thougb the On.-
tarin goverrument would bo forced by thre sn.
called tempsrauce elemont to, undertake a
movement against the liquor intereala. The
recent vote in that province on tbe plebiscite on
prohibition bai surpri8sd aven tbe temperauce
people themnselves, in the large majority that
has been roiled up in favar of prohibition. The
official rotures cf the vote, which have been
made public, showv a total of 192,487 favorable
ta prohibition, and 110,757 against. Thougir
there is a respectable minority, it muet he a-
mitted tint the majority - 81,730-fs vory
large. What the goveruiment, will do, in the
face of this vote, la now the iuteresting ques.
tion. A section of the probibitioniats, calling
thinselves Advanced Prohibitionista, are
pnshing the governmsent vcry bard ta take
action lu thse maLter, and in vicw of tihe vote,
it ik difficult for the g3vernmszrt ta os cape the
laune. Tihe prople rule, and if tbey are
bound ta bave a prohibitory experiment, they

mlght as well have hI at once. The ouly'oe
case the Goverunient can give for dolsy, le the
possible conflîct of authority betwoon thre lod-
eraI and provincial authorits, as ta juriedia.
tien lu prahibitor>' laws. The prohibitioniots
recently stormod tise goverumont buildings nt
Toronto le great force, sud havlng duly cor-
nored the Premier, forced fram hlm the declara-
tion, Lirat ai soon as tire question o! juriedia-
tion--uow lu the courts-was settlod, ho would
be rosdy te act lu the matter as fasr as the law
wouid aiiow hint ta go. Thse prohihitioninss
are, af course, greatly olated wi th theirsauccosa,
aod having oxtraoted a saisactory promise
iroin the provincial premier, they are now
airouting, '«On ta O.tàwa.' By the way, tAris
prohibition excitomoent lu tha aistea- provines
catie ta mincI thse fa2t thai Mauelto vuted yee
on a plobiacite on prohibition a couple Cf years
%go, but thse vote did not croate snob excite-
meut as bai bacc the case in Ontario, and vary
little bas been ireard about the mattor since.

Mn. Fissîsu, member of thse Maunitoba Logis.
lature, la aftor the lieutenant governors. H e
has givon notice o! a motion ta the effect that
thre expense attacired ta thre keepiog up cf coat-
ly govorumeut bouro establiabmeta in eacir of
the provinces la unu.ccesaary, sud that fi ia the
duty of thre Legielature te conaider whothor
meana eau be dovisoed for reducing the coat
rvitiaut a surrender ai tire priviiege cnjoysd
udor thse constitution. Hia motion acta forth

that tho offi.e ai goveruor, or rathor tho duties
pertaining ta the office, might bo poiformed b>'
a persan accupyang sanieother position undor
thse federal goverantne. Thse office ai lieuten-
ant governor, thougir fiiling an important poil-
tien undor our constitutton, in in resuit> largo -
1>' a mratter ai ehow, foratality and rod tape,
thougb at tire sanie tie a vory exp.-nsive rosi.
tloen te keep op. In Lis practical age, iL might
not ho tea great a shoc- ta thun constitution if we
were ta look at thre offices af the lieutenant-
gavornors in a business ligbt, sud raake mess-
tires ta reduco the systoan to a business basis.
Tisat ia, strip the position ai aIl formàlit>' aud
parapherualia, and have Lire fedoral auîirority
in tire provines represented by a business man,
in a plaie, business way. Reduced te ibis
basis, the large exponse of keeping up a govora-
ment bouse and appurtenauces therero, largely
for tire appearance of things, would be reduced
tean amenai equat ta the salary of an ordioary
officiel o! sorme rank. Anyway, thse honorable
office of lieutenant-governor is uow soell> re-
garded as a polluentl appeintment, and the posi-
tion bas nrt iutrequently heen hauded te party
iracks or political achemers, whosc public re-
cord iras been anytbing but creditable sud hon-
orable. Sucb are thse mon whn have sonietimes
been appoiuted ta represont the niaj eat>' of -tire
constitution and maintain the dianit>' of the
potition. Tuere la certain>'a gond dent cf
huarbug about tbe business, aud it should Le
possible ta maintain a canstitutional bond,
iihont ail the parrspbornalia of a goveroment

bouse.

J. W. Paterson & Ca., of Montreal, have
Lad an extensive fire in their promises, daing
heavy dansage ta their stock ana alan thoir tac.
ring departmeut.


