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RPERINENT IN MUNIDIPAL TAXA-
TI0K,

Regina, tho capital of tho Territories, is
about to make an oxporiment in municipal
taxation of quite a ragical nature. In a nows
ftem in Tug CoMMERCIAL of last week, rofer.
ring to this, it wan called tho Single Tax sys.
tom, though it will bo observed that it differs
vory materially from the Henry George idoa of
taxation. At the last seasion of the Torritorial
Legislature, un act was passed regardiog muni-
oipal asssssment, which the town of Regna has

now decided to carry into offeat. The Regina
Record gives the following synopais of this
acti—
#Tho sources from which revenne niay, under
. this law ba derived are (1) real ostato assessed
ab its full cash value, buildings and improve-
‘monts Leing exompted—the maximum rate
which may be imposed under this head is
placed at three per cen; (2) a business tax, not
to exceed ono doilar and & half on every thou.
sand dollars of the total turn.over ot the pre-
vious year, being 15 mills per hur.dred dolfars
and not 24 per cent. as some suppose; (3) an in-
come tax which averages $10 per thousand, but
which may be reduced by tho Council; (4) a
licenso tax to bo placed upon auch concerns as
railway, telegraph, telepbone, insurance, elec.
trio light and loan compaanies, and also upon
banks and sopieties, the cost of such license to
be baz’e,sd upon the volume of business trans-
aoted.

The first ~ource of revenue from taxation
upon land is of course in agreement with the
Henry George idea, or single tax theory.
The seccnd olause, however, which provides
for a businuss tax, is quite opposed to the argu-
ments of the single tax advocates. It is, be-
sides, a plan of taxation which is objectionable,
chiefly because it is not equitable, It is de.
cidedly unsound and unfair in principle, to tax
all business men to the same proportionate ex-
tent on the turn-aver of their business, for the
reason that profits are not the eame in different
lines of business, In some branches of trade.
particularly in those where the anuual tura.
over is small, the profits are muck larger than
in others. Oneo man, with a tura-over of §25,.
000, may have as large a net profit as
another with a turn.over of $50,000 or more,
yot the latter will pay double the amount of
taxes. The maximum rate allowed for the
business tax, under the act, is not very great,
but this does not help the principle of the
thing any. Aunother objectionable feature is
the knowledge which may bs obtained, under
the system, of the amount of business done by
different concerns. Many business mon would
not care to have the amount of their abnual
basiness made public. It seems to bo an ac-
cepted idea that business should be taxed, but
why this is the case is one of the things which
is past understanding, in the logic of chings,

As an oxperiment, this depavture on the part
of the Rogina authorities will be interesting,
though ths system can hardly prove perman-
ently satisfactory in its -present form, if, in-
deed, any systom of taxation can be made
aasisfactory.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

I will be interosting to 7bserve what Parlia-
mont will do with the French treaty, which
was left over from last session, and will come
up. for ratification at tho comiog acasion. There
was a great deal of oppositicn to the treaty
shown at tho last session, and this acoms to
havo inoroased considerably in the meantime.
Rather<an amusiog feature has transpired re.
cently in the opposition to the ratification of
tho treaty, Weo fiad the temperanco people
and the disti'lers both out in opposition to the
troaty, It is not very often that theas inter-
osta can find anything upon which thoy can
agree, but it has hoppeued for onmce. Tho
temporance peoplo opposo tha treaty because it
commits tho country to the admission of French
wines, which with other liquors they want pro.
hibited, Tho distillers oppose tho treaty be.
cause thoy fear oheaper light wines may de-
crease the consumption of domestic spirits,
With thoso two intorests now manifesting their
oppovition to the treaty, tho government will
find it oven moro difficult perhaps to pass the
treaty than would have been the case a year
ago.

Tue CoMMBRCIAL bas been seconded by
practically the entira press of Winnipeg, in
first speaking out in opposition to the propusal
\tat the city should give $100,000 to the Do-.
minion Government, to aid in improviog the
Red River navigation. Tho arguments uged
by the pross generally are about the same as
were advanced by Tue CouMMERCIAL, and it is
nob necessary to repeat them. They ave sound
in principle, and have been s0 strongly put as
to be overwheiming. The Legislature may
sanction the proposal or not, just as the mem-
bers see fit, but it will be wasting time and
money to put the question toa vote of the rate-
payers, for with such strong opposition it
would bardly seem possible to secure a vote in
favor of such an expenditure,

THE question of prohibiting the liquor busi-
ness is just now about the foremost question in
the province of Catario, leaving in the shade
for the time being even such disturbing factors
asthe Protestant Protective ussociation and
the political campaign of the Patrons of Iu-
dustry. Jt begins to look ay though the Oa.
tario government would be forced by the so.
called tempsrance element to undertake a
movement against the liquor interests. The
recent vote in that province on the plebiscite on
prohibition has surprised oven the temperauce
people themselves, in the large majority that
has been rolled up in favor of prohibition. The
official returns of the vote, which have been
made public, show o total of 192,487 favorable
to prohibition, and 110,757 sgainst.  Though
there is a respectable minority, it must be ad-
mitted that the majority — 81,730—is very
lerge. What the government will do, in the
face of this vote, is now the interesting ques.
tion. Asection of the prohibitionists, calling
themselves Advanced Probibitionists, are
pushing the government very hard to take
action in the matter, and in view of the vote,
it ik difficult for the government to escape the
issue, The people rule, and if they are
hound to have a prohibitory experiment, they

might as well have {t at once, Tho only’ex
cuso tho Goverament can give for delay, is tho
possible conflict of authority betweea tho fod.
eral and provinolal authorities, ns to jurisdic.
tion in prohibitory laws. The prohibitionisty
recently stormed the government buildings at
Toronto in great force, snd having duly cor.
nered the Promier, forced from him the declara-
tion, that ns soon as the question of juriadic.
tion~-uow in tho courts—was sottled, ho would
be ready to actin the matter as far as the law
would allow him to go. Tho prohibitionists
aro, of courso, greatly olatod with their success,
and having oxtracted a satisfactory promise
from tho provincial premier, they are now
shoutiog, *On to Oitawa.” By the way, this
prohibition excitement in the sister provinos
calls to mind the fast that Manitoba veted yea
on a plebiscite on prohibition a couple of years
ago, but the vote did not create such excite-
mont as has boen the case ia Ontario, and vory
little has been heard about the matter since.

Mg, Fisier, member of the Manitoba Legis.
lature, is after the lieutonant governors. He
has givon notice of a motion to the effect that
the expense attached to the keepiog up of coat.
1y government boure establiskments ia each of
the provinces is unnecessary, and that it is the
duty of tho Logislature to consider whother
means can be devised for reducing the cost
withouta surrender of the privileges enjoyed
under the constitution. His motion sots forth
that the offi:e of governor, or rather the duties
pertaining to the offico, might be peiformed by
8 porson occepying some other position under
the federal governmens, Tue othee of licuten-
an governor, though filling an imporzant posi-
tian under our constitutton, is in reality large-
ly & matter of show, formality and red tape,
though at the aams time a very exp:nsive posi-
tion to keep up. Io this practical age, it might
not be too great a shocle to the constitution if we
were to look at the oflices of the lieutenant.
governorain a business light, and take meas-
ures to recuce the system to a business basis,
That is, strip the position of all formality and
paraphernaha, and have the federal authority
in the provinces represented by a business man
in a plaiy, business way. Reduced to thir:
basis, the large expense of keeping up a govern-
mert house and appurtonances thereso, largely
for the appearance of things, would be reduced
to an amount equal to the salary of an ordinary
official of some rank. Aunyway, the honorable
office of lieutenant.governor is now solely re-
garded as a political appointment, and the posi-
tion has not infrequently been handed to party
hacks or political achemers, whose public re-
cord has been anything but creditable and hon-
orable. Such are the men who have sometimes
been appoiated to represent the majesty of the
constitution and maintain the dignity of the
porition. Taere is certainly a good deal of
humbug about the business, and it should be
possible to maintain o constitutional head,
without all the paraphernalia of & government
house.

J. W. Paterson & Co., of Montreal, have
bad an extensive fire in their premisos, doing
keavy damage to their stock and also their tar.
ring department,



