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similarly ; and it is well remembered by
many how carcful Boniface was to re-
plenish his cellars with the very desirable
brewings of April and October.

Those business men who have speut
years under such a system must mark the
great diffarence in conunection with the
flow of business in the North-West. 1In
no country under the sun has nature by
extremes of temperature made the seasons
more marked, and yet the trade system of
the country has perhaps a more ¢ven and
uninterrupted flow thau that of any other
portion of this Continent. The wholesale
dry goods house has its steady volume of
winter business up to November,and even
December, and its summer's daemands
away into the sunny days of June ; the
lull between seasons being so short as to
hardly allow of the preparving of new
stock. In other branches of business
which are less affected by weather or tem-
perature, the evenness of the demand is
much more wmarked: so that the old
system of a short seasou of trade is
almost unknown in any branch.  The
trade wants of this vapidly growing
country are ever increasing and ewver
varying, and requires the constant activity
of those engaged in mercantile pursuits.
In time, no doubt, the trade of Manitol,
and particularly the wholesale interest
of Winnipeg, will glide into more or less
of the old season systewm, Lut for years
to come an almost uninterrupted strain
will be kept upon the energies of North-
Western merchants.  No doult this
strain must tell physically upon this
class, but it is this same evervarying
demand upon their energies which deve
lops commercial ingenuity, and insures
sucecess against obstacles, which the con-
ventional rules of older bLusiness centers
would be powerless to overcome. The
path of the business man of this country,
therefore, is not one of indolence or
ease, but he can go onward in the same
unfettered by the commercial prejudices
of his forefathers, and witl.out regard to
the criticisms of others rely upon his own
cnergy and ingenuity to meet ‘all emer-
gencies. It is no doubt well arranged or
rather rearranged thus. New countries
must develop new systems of trade suit-
able to their peculiar circumstances, and
the system gradually being formed in the
North-West; while it may, and doubtless
will, include many details copied from
other and older countries, will develop
many originat points, which to outsiders

wight seem startling innovations.  Theve
can he no doubt, however, but it will
meet the demands of the
country in which it has been nurtured.

thoroughly

In another portion of our columns will
be found a civeular letter from the Hon.
Acton Doputy  Minister of
Agriculture, on the subject of meteoro-
logical observations in Manitoba.  This
is a subject which is of great interest to
the commereind elassos, and the letter in
question is well worthy of their careful
perusal.

Burrows,

TIMBER 1IN THE NORTH-WEST.

From United States sources we have
heen hearing much of late about the
limited supply and® poor quality of the
timber in the North-West, and some
Ameritan speculators who have failed to
secure timber limits within the Canadian
Dowinivn arve displaying a good deal of
the * fox amd sour grapes ” spirit.  Oue
of these disappuinted individuals has re-
cently estimated the whole white pine,
spruce, and Norway resources of the
country at under 700,000,000ft, and his
estimate s Jiberal compared with that of
others of Iis cluss who would reduce the
figures to httle more than half of that
quantity.

The figures given represent probably
the timber in the country where logging
operations have been gotnyg on for years,
but they by no means represent the great
undeveloped resvurces of the Canadian
North-West  From the reports of sur-
veyors who have been engaged in the pre-
liminary survey of the Winuipeg and
Hudson's Bay hne of railway, the figures
in question would not represent the
amount of spruce and Norway to be
found in the country lying between the
Northern lakes and the Hudson's Bay
coast, awd this is only oue of the numer-
ous undeveloped timber districts of the
North-West.

These disparaging estimates from
American sources may be oxpected to
increase in the near future.  Hitherto
manufacturers there have had a heavy
share of the Manitoba lumber trade ; and
in view of the rapid construction of rail-
ways and establishment <f other systems
of inland transportation, which will deve-
lop the timber resources of the country
and lessen materially their trade, some of
their number resort to the often-tried but

seldom-successful prmeiple of belittling
their opposition.

1t will he many years yet ere there
need be any fear of a searcity of lumber
for the North-West, and as the country
progresses and stone and  brick buildings
become more general, the necessity for
such a fear will gradually deereasc and
eventually disappear.

AN INDUSTRIAL [INVESTUENT.

In a former issue we urged the neces-
sity of capitalists investing their sparve
funds’ in  North - Western agricultural
machinery manufacture, and are still of
opinion that no better or more profitable
field ean be found.* We are pleased to
see that an opportunity will now bhe given
Messrs.
Chalmers & Carney, the founders of the
Emerson Agricultural Works, have now

to those desirous of doing so.

decided upon organizing this enterprise
as a joint-stock company, with a capital
of £100,000. The prospectus of the com-
pavy is now out, and we have no doubt
but the amount of stock will soon he sub-
seribed.

Cumpauies such us this give an oppor-
tunity to wen of limited means as well
as the wealthy, to secure a profitable in-
vestment, and the success of such under-
takings depend to & great extent upon
being Hoated upon the funds of those who
are interested in the same beyond merely
the money they subscribe.  There ave
many men looking for investments in the
North-West who wish to make their home
in the country, and not a few may
squander their funds upon questionable
Iu the Emerson Agricultural
Works they have an undertaking which
will aid greatly in building up the in-
dustries of the country of their adoption,
and in an indirect way add to their own
chauces of prosperity, besides being an
investinent where only proper manage-
ment is necessary to insure liberal pro-
fits. The scheme has the additional
advantage of being organized not by
shifting adsenturers, but by responsible
business men deeply interested in the
industrial progress of Manitoba.

schemes.

This is the first joint-stock company
of the class organized in the Province,
and as its promoters base its prospects
upon the manufacture of goods for which
there is an ever-increasing. local demand
we have no doubts as to its success,



