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OUR MILITIA SYSTEM,

Apnrt from iLs necessity ns an adjunct to
good Government, ono ol tho sirongest argu-
monts il:l favor of o military system is its
tondoncy towards nationalization. ‘Thae lis-
tory of tho world bas proved that the na-
tion ,0ssessed of tho soundest mniltiury or®
ganization, based upon the principle of self*
defenco, and not of aggresiion, and innc’
cord with the reguirements of a free people
hins also manifested tho strongest devslop:
ment of national spirit, and has at the same
time advanced stoadily in wealth and civiliz:
ation. But as scon a8 the military spirit has
succumbed to inordinate desire for ghrin. or
love of luxury, the national spirit has then
correspondingly decayed, and the nution has
become degraded, if not eftaced. Ilistory
repeats itself; and in tho application of
the foregoing toour own pational history we
sco a sullicient proof of its truth. Buta few
years had elapsed after the conquest of
Canada by the British, when conquerors ande
conquered stood side by side to resist the
invasion of tho American robels in 1776.
Reluctantly, at first, the hardy Canadian

habitans obeyed the call to arms; but when

t* oy beheld their land overrun by the in-
vader, and the sanctity of the soil polluted
by his footstep, tho love of country twas
aroused in their bosoms, and forgetting na-
tional fcuds in the commgn cause, French
and English unitedly delivered their country
and vindicated the honor of their flag,
When again invaded in 1812, against odds
that could only have been sustained by the
most ardent patriotism and devoted cour-
age, tho Canadians successfully defendsd
their couniry. What was the result of that
conflict ? Borno by a weak and scanty po-~
pulation, deficient in supplies, and with no
interial resources, the cloge of the war
found the Canadians more united, moro na~
tionuliz~d, more self reliantifand hopefu),
than ycars of the mest unremitting prosperi

ty cou d havemade them ; and the eflects of
that struggle are still apparent. Agaig, the
Trent difliculty—tho Fenian invasion of 1506
~and tl.o Red River robellion of 1869, have
each and all evoked the national spirit of
the people. Cnn auy one deny the rapid
growth of national feeling since 1866, creat-
el more by the necessity of banding together
foribe defenceof the country than by the Act
ol tonfederation, which has so far, cfficled
moro in the legislation of the country than
towards the establishmen® of national un-

‘Chat tho present syt c2m I8 in many respeots

incomplote and unsatisfactory is universally

conceded.  Tho Inst speech of the Governor

General admits the desivability of amending

the existing lw, as well ns_tfie fitness of tho

present time.for doing so. The question then

remaing, * What arve the conditions necessmy

for a sound militia system, and how are they

to be carricd out ?"

In answet to this question, we hinvo o host

oi criticisms, but few roally fensible sugges-

tions, from our military population, Pame

phlets hiavo been written by Iaeut. Col.

Fletcher, Lieut. Col. Davis, and * Centur-
1on," oach andvoeating diffurent idens, and

starting from different bases. ‘Ihere hns
been an artiele from * Miles" in the Cana*

dian Monthly, and numberless letters in the
duily pappers, cach and all showing, that
tho matter, even if intelligently dealt
with by those wlose experience shoulld

nmake them competent nuthorities, still does
not admit of a ready solution. That the
question is o voxed one, and that the difii-
cultins with which it is unavoidably beset
huvo beon augmented by the intorduction
of the parly element into. an organization
which would be essentially nou‘political, is
only an additional reason why tge greatest
caro should be exercised in {raming tho pro*
posed amendments 80 as to meet nall abjec
tions, As thereis at the present moment
but an inadequate representation at Ollawa
of tho militia element of our own land, ov of
the practical experience in actual warfure
which we can dram from the old country,
and a8 it need notjbe treasonable to suppose
from the antecedent occupation of the Min*
ister of Militia, that he brings to his new
position no very thorough or practical nc-
quaintance with the duties of hs oftice or of
the requirerents of the country in this re
8{)90(, we aro inclined for the present fo
think, beforo deciding upon any alterations
or mnking any changes, the Government
shoutd appoint a commission to exawmiuo
into, and decido upon, the ovils of the pres

ent system, and tho value of the remedics
to be applied. Upon some such expression
of opinion, alone could the Government
proceed with confidence, that the best meas
ures would be adopted, or that the country
would Ve satisfied with them, All-powerful
as we adwit, and all'sufficient as we, in the
ory at lenst,conceive the Ilouse of Commons
to be to deal withall the questions that come
before 1t, still it must be addmitted that it
gencraily shows that lack of wuformation as
well as lux indifference on all miilitia quat-
ters.

A step hag already been taken in the right
direction by tho introduction of sertes resol:
utions by the Minister of Militia,providing for
the establishment of a Military College upon
a plan resembling that of tle militaty col-
leges at Sandhurst and West Point.  But
thisis only a provision for the future, and
{1s neither a reliof for tho present furce, nor
j& direct means of creativg a new and more
eflizient one. It is very little use to have
‘oilucated officers unless you have also traine
ed men, for thesuccess of an army depends

ity, .

1 he carollary of thoe pruposition s, thero-
fore, that, the establishment of a military
forco is not only a necessity as a gafeguard
which, as & people, we are bound to msin:
tan ngast possible danger, but that, in it
sell, 1v18 advisable a8 @ means towairds na-
tionalization, Taking this ground, wesub:
mit that an officicnt militia system is o mat-
tor for the close and carnest consideration of

all who hiave tho interest of Canada at heart.

more upon the disclpline and morale of its
wustituents, than upon a skillful application
| of the art of war.
We will not now enter further into the de

I tails of tho changes that seem to us (o be
| calied for, but my remark thata great deal
(has to be done betoro Canada csn rest satis:
fied that hor miliue force is suited w tho ro
yuirements of the country, that it is ade-
quuto in strengf® to mcet any probable
emergencies, or that it can be, or will be,
{kkept up 10 a pownt of crediablo and service
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MITRAILLE,

(Lerrer No. 10)

I venture to think that the nnnexed article,
from tho London Free Press, deserves the
further publicity of your columns. The sub.
jeot of Military Studies, at Jeast rudinient-
ary, and Drill, in public schools, hns lnng
fmpressed itseff on my mind as prohatly
one of the most efficiont menns of promot-
ing such a mulary epirit as would keep
theranks of onr Buttalions full. It is within
my knowledge that this sutiject was earn-
estly pressed upon the attention ofColon 1
(now Major Goneral) Macdougall,&s long ago
a8 1865 by a friend of mine, That officer
was fully impressed with the importance of
it, but was powerless to induce any practical
steps, ’ .
1t would do credit to the present Ministry §
if they wero to give the mutter serious cou- |
sideration, and it might tend to induco the J
resolution to do so, were they to bearm
mind that it 18 a principal already effectively
acted upon in the States, Iu that of Cali-
fornis with systematic energy.

that ** No detence is the best Detence,'’ bis
not been acted upon i Canada, yet it is ap-
parent that all that has been as yot attemp.
ted smong us has had reference to the nue
leus of a foice.  And under the system that B
has prevailed it can never boe anything more.
A proposition is now made to estabiisha §
scien:ific school, somewhat on the planof
West Doint, in which & certain number of
cadets should be educated in the art of war, |
‘I'us 1s going a step further thaa was taken
when the Miluary Schools were establisned,
which declined noro from the want of sufli-
cient pay tuan from any other cause. Ons 8
method of instilling mulitary ardor nto the
youth has been, however, wholly neglected;
wo mean that it has never been made a por-
tion of the public education. T'he lads who
£0 to the Couwmon Schools would bedehgh.
ed enough if-once or Lwice a week they were
to be dntled soldier fushion, having ther JE
colors and dumb-rifles. [lad such u prac- J8
tice formed part of the scholusticsystew the
provailing distaste for mihitia service noud
not have presented itself. 'I'ie youth that
have risen imto manbood during the last teo
years would have carried with them the taste
and aptitude for a gservies which is nor el §
to be 1rksome. It may be weil envugh tose B8
cure the services ol officers who will be abls 8
to estimate the differences in effect betweea
vleft wheel” and **right wheel,”" aznd hars [
some knowledge how annferior force shouit B
conduct 1tselt in the presence ol supeiix
numlers, but it is on the rank and fiie thy
velinnco must ut last rest. HHence the ne-
cessity of doirg something to popularize the
nmilitin service, and we believe that it wil
be {ound thit there witl be no way so cffc-
tive as that of teaching o Jittle Jess Rule of
three and grammer at the large pulle
schools, and doing somathing towards msk
ing education a littlo less sombro ond some- i

laule ctliciency,—The Nutivn.

what more useful by . o introuucucn
military excrcises. A saw that bas learned
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