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THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED
STATES AND THE EX-FENIAN CON-
VICTS.

|
(London Times, 2nd February.)

The Atlantic Cable conveys an announce
ment which will be received in this country
with » good deal of surprise. OUn the mo-
tion of General Butler it has been resolved
in the House of Representatives at Washing-
ton by a msjority of 172 te 21, that ** the
Congress of the United States in the name
and on behalf of the people thereof, do give
O’Donovan Rossa and the Irish exiles and
patriots a cordial welcome to the capital
and country.’”’ This is quite an unex-
pected incident in the progress of the
Fepian comedy, and we must congratu-
late our liberated convicts on the singular
success of their efforts to make themselves
famous. When they were *‘ binished ” to
America it was of course well understood
that they wonld be cordially welcomed by
the congenial mob of New York. We have
already heard that “an extensive recep-
tion” was designed for them in that Irish
metropolis. The Democratic .politicians
joined the Irish Societies in making prepara-
tions, and the Boa:d of Aldermen passed
complimentary resolution and appointed a
Reception Committee. A large sum ot
money was being collected and was to he
employed not only in display but in * the
substantial relief and comfort of the objects
of the demonstration.’” All thisis natural
and might have been counted on, and the
prospect must have materially soothed the
pangs of enforced exile. But it must have
required a stronger sense of self importance
than e¢ven O'DoNovaN Rossa can possess to
anticipate that he would be made the object
of an almost unaniomous welcome by an
Assembly which represents the whole of the
United States. He and his friends ought
certainly to owe no grudge to English law,
still less to Mr. Gladstone, who has perhaps
selected for their liberation the moment
most favourable to their public prospects in
America. 1t 13 not every man who can hve
to receive a vote ol welcome from the repre-
sentatives of n great country. Fenianiam
has censed to be protitable in Ireland, but it
has- become a fortunate speculation ror
American adventurers, :

The fivst reply the country will be inclined
40 make to this remarkable Resolution is
that the capital and country of the United
States are very welcome to ('Donovan
Rogsa and the lvish exiles and patriots. But
such a proceeding is certainly unprecedent-
ed in the Annals of International Comity.
What are the porformances that have re-
comumended the Peuians to the honourable
nolice.of American Representatives ? So far
us they are able they have raised and abet-
ted a ciyil war in this country. Their de
clared object was not merely to throw off the
authority ot the Queen, but to dis-member
the Uunited Kingdom. For what purpose
they:-hiave not merely spoken and written ;
they bave collected wrms, and they have

been the occasion of actu:l ploodshed. No,
foreiyti Power could huve declared " designs |
more hostile to this Kingdom than these
wen,  For these offences they have most'
Jjustly been condemmned (0 the punishment!
of convicts, and’ “liéy ure for the present'
banished from the shores of England as pub-
lic enemies of the United Kingdom. Such
_are the persous to whom, by its present vote,
the House'df Représentatives has” thought
fit todo honour.  In other words, an Assem-
bly which claims to speak in the name of the
- United States publicly expresses its sym-
pathy with attempts to dis-member a friend-

ly country, and with open and violent re.
bellion against the G vernment. We know
perfectly well that hardly a single man in
the House of Representatives, not even
General Butler, really intended such an out-
rageous expression of feeling. But public
acts are liable to be judged according to
their apparent meaning, and this is the only
possible interpretation, on public grounds,
of General Butler’s Resolution. 1fit were
gerious it could only be (reated as an act of
avowed hostility. ‘Sincemno one on either
side of the water can treat it as serious. it
beeomes simply a piece of extremely bLad
manners ; and it must be added that dis-
credit is thrown on Congress when one of
the House consents to play in an unmauner-
ly farce.

But there is one obvious application of
this performance which ought to have render
ed it impossible. We have for years been
listening to the bitterest complaints of the
sympathy shown in this country to the cause
of the Southern States. We Lave beken ul-
most threatened with war for our alleged
friendliness to the large population and the
eminent public men who have withdrawn
themselves from the Union. Distinguishied

American Senators have publicly deman:led .
i proposal has only to be made o oider o

reparation from our Inck of *“ benevolence *

to the cause of the North. All the whiie
nol one single public body in this county
expréssed any opinion on the m rits of the
struggle. A few hasty utterances by two or
three public men form the ouly upproach to
an uniriendly expression by any responsible
authorities. Somuch is this the-case that
American authors have been driven to mike
a flagrant offence out of our negative uud
neutral attitude. Now le* the Americ ins
consider that if we had followed the conduct
of which they have now given us an example
the House of Commons must have voted an
address of cordial * welcome'’' to Messrs,
Mason and Slidell, or must have accorded a
similiar honour to Mr, Jefferson Davis, and
General Beauregard, when they visited this
country after the close of the rebellion. It
is easy to imagine the storm of indignation
which such a vote would have aroused in the
United States.- Yet it would in no sub-
stantinl respect have differed from the pro-
sent Resolution of the House of Repres:n-
talives, except that its objects would noi.
like the Fenian convicts, have been pers -
ally insigniticant and unworthy of public
honour. General Butler has lately made it
a matter of grevious complaint against us
that the officers of the Alabama and Shen 1y

doah ““ were feted in British ports,”” In
point of fuct they were treated ws ¢ lions ™
by a few privite persons.

But whata case;

wou:d not GGeneral Butler haive mude out]

against us 1f the llouse of Commons had
passed a vote of sympathy witlr the Con-
federnte captains? [t is  evideat thas
American politicians have a deep seated dis-
like to anything in the nature of Reciprocity,

whether it be in the formol u treaty or ot

mutual consideration. - We are nlways heu-
ing of American susceptibilities.. We are
expecled to be as tender of every Traus-
atlantic prejudice as if the people of the
Uniled States possessed nothing but nerves
in their composition, But Anpyerican politi-
cians seem to think we have no susceptib |-
ities whatever. ‘This last proceeding is iu-

. deed unusually strong; but- we shall be

quite reconciled toit if the Americans w.il
only apply their own example as a contrast
to the conduct'ot which they have beenwo.t
loaccuse us. 1f their own House of R
presentatives may with impunity passavo..
of sympathy with an lrish rebellion whut

possible complaint can they make of our

attitude towards the Confederates ?

The reader however, will easily divine the
real significance of this undignified proceed-
ing. General Butler bas recently avowed
the necossity of doing something to main-
tain the Republican party in power, and
there is scarcely anything he would net be
prepared to do for that grand object. This
“ something "’ would be done if the Irish
vote could be secured for the Republican
party. As a rule that vote has been steadily
given to the Democrats and, as our Corres-
pondent lately stated it was *‘ the Democra-
tic politiclans generally ’ who were pre-
paring an ‘ extensive reception’ for the
Fenian convicts in New York. What cou!d

‘be more likely to gratify the “ 1,600,000

naturalized Irishmen’’ who are ready to
t.ke Canada by contract in 60 days than to
welcome their champions with the public
authority of the United States? 'The pro-
posal once made, it is easy to understand
that politicians of both parties found great
difticulty in refusing to supportit. To bhave
done so wou'd have been to risk thesein-
valuable votes. Such is the discreditable
game o which o few unscrupulous politi-
cians are doing theirbesy to reduce vepresen-
tative Governmient in Amesica. 1t is as easy
a3 any other downward coumrse. A reckless

expoge  all men, however moderate, to u
strung temptation, and almost to coerce
them into yielding. The founders of Ame-
rican institutiqns foresaw that a high stand
ard of publicintelligence and morality would
Le necessary for the stability of their edifice
but they probably imagined that such =«
standard would be first corrupted, not by
the populace, but by those leaders of opinion
whose duly it would be to maintain it.

Tue Prorosep Cuskvern, TuNNeEL.—An in-
teresting trial has just taken place of oue of
Burton’s tunnelling machines, A 1odel
was exhibited at the last conversazione at
the Institute of civil Engineers, and at the
soiree of the British Association in Liverpool.
The present trial wus made in the grey
chalk at Scotland. Kent, at the quarry be-
longing to Messrs. Lee and Son, of Hol-
borough,  This  demonstration was made
ciiefly to show the ease and rapidity with
which a tunnel my be driven into such a
formation as that which lies under the Chan-
nel between Baglind and France. The rate
at which the machine advanced was 3 feet

‘Winches per hour, in a tunnel seven feet in
'

diameter, and it was obvious to those who
witnessed the operation that the only real
it to the rate of progress would be the
vapidity with which the waggons loaded by
tihe muachine's own action could be carried
away., The ense with which the machine
worked uastwonighed the large - party of
practieal and scientific men who were pre
sent.

Briagrast.—Eprs's Cocoa.—GRATEFUL AND
CoMronrring.—The very agreeable character
of this preparation h.srendered it a general
fuvorite. ‘The CiviL SeRvioE - GAZETTE re-
marks :—‘*The singular success which Mr.
Ipps attained by his hommopathic prepara-
tion of cocoa has never beeu surpussed by
any experimentalist. By a thorough know-
ledge of the natural laws which govern the
operalions of digestion and nutrition, and
by a eareful application of- ithe fine proper-
ties of well seclected cocoa, Mr. Epps has
provided our Lreakfist tables with a deli-
cately favoured beveinge which 1niy save
us many heavy doctors” bills.”” Made sim-
ply with Uoiling water or milc. Sold by the
frude only in iib,, 4o, and 1lb. tin-lined
-packets, labelled—James Epps & Co., Hom-
woputhic Chemists, London, Engla%%.%



