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to succour their brothren before they were
undeceived. These manceuvres wore doubt.
less the efforts of those leaders of the ultra
ropublican faction which had always oxisted
in Massachutts and wero peculiar to the re-
ligious beliof ‘of the people and their socisl
organization, and they were intended to try
how far the mob would support their mea-
sures, but matters not being yet ripo for
open hostilities; in order to quiet the dis
turbances for the present it was decided to
appoint a meeting of delegates from all the
towns in the county of Suffolk, of which Bos-
ton is the capital, to adviso on sucha plan
of conduct as would hest subserve the in-
terests of the people. This meeting was ac-
cordingly held on 9th September, and the

_resolutions were of such a character as to
render it no longer a matter of doubt to
what lengths the rebels were prepared to go.
They refused all submission to Parliament
and engaged to indemnify such as should be
prosecuted for disobedience to the acts
thereof. They accused those who accepted
seats in the new Council of violating the
duty due their country and threatened them
with being treated as public enemies unless
thay resigned their appointments. They
exhorted the people to perfect themselves
in the use of arms, and for that purpose to
assemble once & week. They warned them
to bo on their guard as attempts would be
made to seize on some of them who deserved
well of their country, andif this was effected
they were to retaliate by seizing on every
British officer they could find. They recom-
mended the receivers of tlLe public reverue
to keep it in their own hands until the Con.
stitution of the Province was restored or un-
til it should be otherwise disposed of by a
Provincial Convention. They presented a
remonstrance to the Governor complaining
of the fortification of Boston Neck, the
seizuro of the magazines, and concluded by
stating that they had no inclination to com-
mence hostilitiesagainst HisMajesty's troops,
yot they are determined never to submit to
the late Acts of Parliament.

Nothing but the indolent supiness of Guge
and his ~ant of energy or decision prevented
his seizi. - those gentry and their abetturs
in the midst of their treason.

Throughout the summer preparations had
been made throughout all the Colenies,
Georgia excepted, for holding a Congress at
Philadelphia, How this Assembly was per-
mitted to be organized by the British Ad-
ministration is one of those perplexing prob-
lems with which the student of history hos
to deal, the motive being incomprehensible
and the results most disasterous. It is ovi-
dent that too little importance was attuched
altogether to this illegal assemblage. The
very mode in which the delegates were
chosen was sufficient to mark the character
of the Assembly. In those Colonies where
the Asscmblies mot delegates to the Con-
gress were appointed, a proceeding entirely
outside thoir coustitutional ‘privileges, and
therefore illegal,  1nother Colonies the peo.

plo elected reprosentatives as if it had been
for an Assembly, and these ropresentatives
elected tho delogates-—the whole proceed-
ings being illegal, Thb instructions to the
delogates wero of course as varied as tho
temper and conditions of the people ropre-
sented ; but they all agreed on one point, that
of condemning the Boston Port Bill aud the
other Acts relating to Massachusetts and
denying tho right of the British Parliament
to tax them, bLut the most important of all
was the instructions to agree to whatever
measures should meet with the concurrenco
of a majority of tho Congress.

The first session of this self-constituted
body was held in Philadelphia on the 5th of
September, 1774, and consisted of fifty-one
delegates representing twelve Colonies on
tho shores of the Atlantic, from New Hamp-
shiry to South Carolina inclusive; the great-
est number for one Colony being seven and
the smallest two dclegates. It was agreed
that each Colony should have only one vote
whatever was the number of its delegates.
This representative, or assun.ed to Lo repre-
sentative, Lssembly of a few people sat with
locked doors. No one was permitted to be
present at their deliberations and all their
proceedings, except what they chose to make
public, were kept profoundly secret. As.
sembled in the cause of freedom their first
act was to observe a form only practised in
the most despotic Governments, and at this
distance of time it is not possible tu unlock
the secrets of their plotting from its prison
house, but it argued badly from the outset
to find that their proceedings could not be
entrusted to the public gaze.

Seven papers were published as the
records of their labours, said by their ad-
mirers in Great Britain t6 be masterly com-
positions well adapted to the purposes in.
tended and able state papers, but in reality
= series of special pleadings which any clever
lawyer (and there wer. many such amongst
the delegates) cuuld compose. They were
—A Declaration on the state of affairs in
Massachusebts— A letter to General Gage—
A Declaration of Rights and Grievances ac-
compsnied with an Association—A Petition
to tho King—An Address to the People of
Great Britain—Another to the Inhabitants
of the Colonies—and a third to the Inhabi-
tants of Canwda. As those resolutions tend-
ed to approve of all the acts of rebellion per-
petrated since 1768 the loyalists and some of
the more moderate of what was called the
patriotic party were greatly chagrined and
disappointed, it was hoped the Congress
would have endeavored to affect a compro-
mise, but the tactics of the RepubLcans were
successful and the Southern Jdclegates wero
dazzled at the ambitious prospects opened
before them by the crafty New England
leaders allowed the opportuwuty to passfrom
their hands for ever of Lealuug the divisions
between tho Colonies and the Mother
Country.

A recapitalativn of the contents of those
resolutions would be useless as they con-

tained the standard complaints so oftey
enumergted, tho loity resolves so frequenty
reitorat® nnd the whining cant of loyayyy
which deceivcd no one.

The address to the people of Canada iy
the cleverest and most rascally ofs the pro.
ductions of that remarkable Assembly; i
mtontiun was to ronder that colony disay
fied and to induce them to join the confeds
racy, and this at & time when one of the
charges agamst Grent Britain was tho resty
rativn to those very people .of the ancien
Iaws by the Quebec Act.  Happily the pe.
plo of Canada were not to bo caught wip
the chaff of blandishments by people who
had manifested their enemity to themselses
and institutions, and when the; wur of iy
camo they showed of what stuff they wern
made and dealt with Yankeo rebels m tie
same order with which they served thes
gentry as colonial mulitia 1 the war o
1754--64,

After a sitting of fifty-twvo days thusselt
constituted body dissolved on the 26th of
October, leaving as its only published pr
ceedings those already detailed, but whe
the delegates reached their respective i
vinces the results of their unpubhshed de
liberations were apparent in the stern now
of preparation for the coming confhet, ar
the implicit obedience paid to thedecrees of
Congress. Meantime the Massachusett
rebels were doing then utmost towans
strastining Gage's quarters av Boston, bumr
ing the straw and sinking the boats luade
with brick for tho use of th. troops, but th
stolid commander, unwilling to strike tks
first blow, sat at ease within his lnes whue
his opponents were busily engaged m ron
ing out thelast vest.go of British powe: fron
the Pruvince by compelling the commussin
ers of customs and 21l their officers to fly to
Boston for protection ; in fact since Augus
British jurisdiction was conferred to tha
peninsula alone.

As the Legislative Council had virtuail
dissolved itself by the resignation of the
majority of its members, General Gug
thought fit Ly proclamation to counternian
the wrnits issued for election to the Assembly
inOctober; but in oppositn the leading dum
agogues declared the proclamation illegs
and that the ¢lections should bue made &
pursuance of the writs. Therepresentause
thus illegally chosen sssembled at Salemon
the fifth of October, and after waiting a Jay
for the Governor who did not appenr, the
v¢ ‘ed themselves mto a Provincial Coungres
and chose Mr. J. Handecock for the pres
dent, the scizure of whose sloop i 178
for smuggling was the beginning of the o
wurbances which had nuw calummated i ¢
bellion,

Thus illegal and self constituted budy sd
vanced to Concurd, a wivn aboul twenl
mules from Boston, and atonce proceedudde
vemonstrate with the Governoron the sub
ject of the fortifications on Boston Neck, and
on the alarm occasioned m the Frovince?y
the military forces collecting at Boston i



