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of the. Missions. The native Christians also arc stili
a imaîl minority ot the 300,000,000 of peo ple in Hindus-
tan, yct about one.fourthi of the successful men at these
impartial examination% wore Christians. Besides (wo
of the young Christians carricd off two of thc medals-
oe for the best work in clinical surgery and one for the
hast ai arcusid graduating student of the Madical
Calaege. An interesting fact related to education in
Jndia is an carnestly advocatcd proposition ta establish
an International High School and Collage for Christian
ktudents, in which ail the Clir.stian missions shalh unite
in supplying support in money and in furnish'ng profes-
sars and teachers, and te which thay shalh send lads of
promise desirin g a higher education. This scheme
teams worthy c adoption. There is a gread deal af

power evcrywhera in mare numbers, and a union af the
Missions ini such institutions would ha likely to resuit
in an impressive and attractive exhibition of strength,
besides furnishing the widest possible range af instruc-
tion at an outlay considerably less than that demanded
by tha prescrit separata mission school5.

RECENT BABYLONIAN DISOOVERIES.
Mucb bas been published concerning the excava-

tions which have been carried on by the expedition of
the University af Pennsylvania amon;- the ruins of
Nippur, in Northern Babylonia. Innumýerabla ramains
ai a civilization that flourishad at laast 8,ooo, years ago
have been dîscaverad, and texts that furnish us witb a
cantinuous history cf Babylonia since that period.
These discoveries are among the most important of
modern times, and have been reinforced by the finding
at ancient Telloh, in the extreme south ai Chaldea, by
a French expedition, cf a Il ibrary," containing 33,000
clay tables, formed 5,000 ycars ago. Telloh, bawever,
was but a provincial tawn af Babylonia, whule Nippur,
or Niffer, or Nuffar, was the center of ancient I3abyionia
civilization. We find 'n Tite Contemporary Review an
article on the subjmct by Prof. A. H. Saycc, from which
wa quote the following extract:

"Nippur was, in fact, ane ai the aIdait scats of
Babylonian religion and civilization. Its great temple,
dedicated ta the god called by the Sumerians Mul-lil
or El-lul, 1tbe lard of the ghost-world,' was coeval with
the beginnings af Cliaidean hustory. Here the aid
Shaxnanisfic beliefs cf Sumerian Babylonia, wbich
peopled the. universe witb innumerabie spiris, wera
first organized ino an officiai cuit. Jo later days, when
Semnitic rulers took the place cf the Sumerian princes,
and Semitic pricats succeeded te the sorcerers and
magicians of an cariier aga, the Sumerian Mul-lil
becamne the Semitic Bel or Baal, to wbom this earth
and the under-world were assigned as a domain. The
Bel of Nippur, bowever. eventually faded ino the
background before tbe youogar Bel.Merodach of
Babylon. When Babylon was made the capital of a
unitad Babylonia, its god assumed supremacy over the
othar deities cf the Babylonipn cities, and the aider
Bel was relegatad te a subordinate place.

.It is among the ruins cf the temple cf this aider
Bel that the American excavators have been wcrkîng.
For the first time in Babylonia they ha,6 a systematically
carried their shaftt through the various strata cf
bustorical remains wbich occupy the site, care.fully
noting the abjects found ini each, and wberever possible
clearing each stage away when once it had been
tborougbly exarninad. Tha work began in x888, about
two hundred Arabs being cmployed as laborars. For
twa soasons, until May l8go, -the excavations ware
continued under the direction of Dr. Paters. The site
was sýurveyed. trial tranches wera dug, and systematic
exploration made in certain places. Among tha abjects
discovered wcre about tan thousand tabiets and
inscribed fragments, some of wbicb go back ta the
carliest epocb cf Chaldean bistory. Then for threa
7ears tba work of the expedition was discontinued, but
in tba spring cf 18Q3 it was resumed more vigarously
than ever by Mr. J. H. Haynes. Far thrc full yaars
it was carried on, nith an interruption cf cniy twa
months. Wiiat this meant can best be understood by
the. fact that Mr. Haynes's ana European companion,
Dr. Meyer, succumbed afteir a few months ta the
pestitrntial atmospherc of tbe Babylonian marshes,
and during the rast of the tinie Mr. Hayncs was lait te

fight single-banded aganst favors, and Bedawin. and
ail the usual difficulties wbich attend excavations in the
Ottoman dominions.

"lAs Professor Hilprecbt says: It was indeed ne
easy task for any Eurapeati er American ta dwell tbirty-
four months near thesc insect-brecding and pestiferous
Affaj swamps, wherc the teniperature in perfect shada
rises te the enormous height of 120* F., wherc the.
stifling sand.storms from the desert rab the tent cf its
shadow and parcb the human skin witb tho beat cf a
furnace, wherc the ever.present insects bite and sting
and buzz tbrough day aud nigbt, wbile choiera is
lurking at the threshald of tbe camîp, and treachercus
Arabs are planning rcbbery and murder; and yet
during aIl these wearisome houri te fuifil the duties cf
three ordinary men.'

"fBut the taulc was at last accomplisbed, and the
excavations at Nippur ware carricd deeply and widely
enough not only ta reveal the history ef the. city itself
but aise te open up a new vista in the forgetten bistory
cf civilized man.

"lThe history oi civilization bas been taken back
inta agas wbîch a short whiîe since were still
undreamied of. Professer Hilprecbt, the historiant cf
the axpedition, upon whom has talIon tbe wvork of
copying, publisbirag, and translating the muititudinous
texts discovered ia the course of it, declares that we
can ne longer 'bhesitate ta date tbe fouading cf tbe
temple cf Bel and the. first settiements in Nippur sanie-
wbera between 6ooo and 700o n3.c., possibly even
tarlier.' At any rata the oldest monuments wbicb
have been disinterred tiiere belong ta the flfth or sixth
millennium befora the Christian ara. Hitherto wc have
bean accustomed te regard Egypt as the land wbich
bas preserved for us the earliest written monuments cf
mankind, but Babylonia now bids fair te outrival
Egypt. '

Professer Sayce retaliates upon some cf the German
critics wbo bave made merry aver tbe credulity cf
Assyrialogists for accepting as authentic the inscrip-
tions cf Nabonidos, fixing the data cf the reign cf
Sargon, hitiierta Ilthe earliest flxed date in Babylonian
bistory." Thr, discoveries at Nippur, says the Pro-
fesser, vindicata the. Assyrieiagists and discredit
German criticism. But the tablets uneartb.d at Nippur
carry the history back far beyond Sargon; and yet do
not raach tba beginnings cf Babylonian civilization.
Says Professer Sayce again :

& It wouln seeni that the temple cf Mul-hil must
have been founded at least as early as 6oao B.c. And
yet, as far back as we cao penetrate, we stili find
inscribed monuments and other evideoces of civilization.
It is truc tbat the characters are rude and bardly yet
lited above tbeir pictorial ferms. Tbey have, bowever,
ceased ta be pictural, and bave already become thiat
cursive script which wa cai cuneiforni. For tbe
baginnings of Babylanian writing we bave still te
saarch among the. relics ai centuries that lie far behind
the foundation of the temple cf Nippur."

"lMY LOT IN LIFE.h
I fiod myseif whare I arn and as J arm. My duty is

submission. My privilege is enjoynient. Because 1 amn
sick or disabiad, I need not ba useleas nor unbappy. I
accept mny situation as of divine appoiotment, and I will
try ta bc cootented in iL.

Lameotiog ovar the past will do no good. I canoot recall
or change it.

Complaining of the present wiil flot meod iL. It may
make niyself and others wretched. Anxiety about the future
y.ill notaif itself make it any better.

My beaveniy Father bas permtted tbings te be with me
just as tbey are, but I know He loves me. 1 will therefore
leave- ail ta Hini. No rebelioin shall be cherishad in my
heart, and no murmur shail eseape mny lips. My Saviour
bas promised that His grace shall be sufficient for me. Ha
will neyer leave mc, but ba a prescrit help in niy tima cf
need.

Trusting in Him,and ccmmitting ail te my Father's loving
came, I wzildswhat Ican. I wiII make the place whcre my
lot is cast as bright and cheerful as possible, and work and
wait witb patience tilI I amn pcrinitted to go ta mny Iieavenly
Home.
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