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Trxr,—"For I am not avhamed of tha Gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God uuto salvation to every one that bolfoveth ”

The power of God and the powor of Rome are the two powers in the
apostlo’s mind ay he writes te the Christians at Ramo.  Romo was tho
coutto of power.  She wag mistress of the world; Noro, the tyrant of
tyrants, way seated upou the imporial throne.  The power of world.
wide conquest bolonged to Roma, for Lor eagled legions had been vie.
torious in overy hnlt ‘Thio power ot wealth belongod to Rome. The
bort f Ostia was crowded with the navies of the world that daily
prought the wualth of gold, merchandise, jewels, and precions stufls to
Romo., The power of intelleet belonged to Rome. Thero were the
Acwdowmiciany, the Epicureans, and the Stoivs. Sencea now (lourishel,
both tutor and l‘rioml of the Emperor. Tho powerof privsterait bulong.
od to Rome, for still did pagan priests vietimtze tho people with heathen
rites and wacrifice.  Power thero was in the age-long superstitions of
the populace, in the corrupt habity ot society, voluptuousness, pomp,
pleasuce, cruolty, games and gladiatorial shows. Romo was full of
power ; such pow.r as had seatce ever herotofore been known.  And
all this mighty power of Rome way arrayed against that other power
--Christianity. Thus it was that thoss ‘who darced be followers of the
¢ Christuy” wore driven to the deny and caves of tho earth, if there,
perchance, thoy conld escaps the iron heel of Roman perse ution,
¢ The Christus,” said Nero, ““who is Ho 2" Wiio, but a despised Jow
whom Pontius Pilate condeintied and crucified
far off in Palestino! Yet, O Rome! bohold
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the power of God unto Salvation, Think of it all thivdivine power
encrgized for one specitic aim —Salvation.

Salvation—The ono overwhelming necesity of (allen man, for the
fall hrought mankind into an estate of sin and'misery.  Heroix atone-
ment for siu and reconciliation to tod.  Here is power to canviuee
men of lives misspant—tuat they have lived contrar; to the very pur
poso for which they wetecreated.  Here is delivorance from the misery
of 31, the bondage of xiu, the Tascination of sin, the practice of sin,
the destruction ot «in, the death of sin.  In<tead of being the slaves
of overy evil desite, you, by the pawer of God, go fres,  Salvation . -
The ouo necessity of the heart, for witbent thic salvation the heart
has uo endwring prace, It is separatedd forever from God, the peace
awl consolation,  Sulration—Tho ono necessity of tha conscience, for
without this salvation the conseience i futtered by an cternal chain of
remorse.  Saltation —Tho one neesssity of tho wind, for without
this salvatwn the mind has nothiug wpon which to fix its uncvitain
specalation 5 it wanders aimlesly  (rom doubit o doubt.  Salvation - -
The one neeessity of the sual b Ta thoe Gosp ol of Chirist alone i3 the as-
swaneo of lite. “All other gospels dail. 'l‘hu goapal of art can please
tho senses and lire toe imagination, but can nwver satisfy the sonl.
The soul is conscious of sin. St must bo doalt with.  Art speaks of
no pardon,  This the Divine Christ alows can bring.  “There is none
other name under Heavon given among men whareby we can bo saved.”
Blessed be the Fathier, this name is all-sullicient  sullicient for evory
one that belicveth,

Heaven is now opened.  Hail pardon, purity, and peacostreaming
forth from the cast threo gates, thy north threo gates, the seutl threo
gatey, tho west threv gates. ** The Spirit and the Bride say comv,
amd let him that heareth say come, aud whosoovor will et hitn come
and tako of the water of lifo frecly.”

Immortal man, whosoover you are, thisis for you—for you who
have broken every good resolution ; yes, for you who have even for-
gotten that solomn vow mads to Heaven ay you stood around the open
grave of your beloved dead.  For you in whosoe
var gven now Sitan iy crying, no pardon, no

in Jiis death a mighty power—a power ¢n
which you counted not. It is that power that .
encourages His most humble follower, oven in :
the midst of tiery persecution, exultingly tocty
¢'Christianus sum,” ** For I am not ashamed
of the Gospol of Christ.”

Rome shall decreaso but Christ shall in
croaso, till not only from pagan Rome, brtal-o
“ from every nation and kindied and peoplo
z;n‘l]tonguc," ono grand Doxology shall burst
orth—

* ANl hail tho power of Jesus namo !
Lot angely prostrate fall
Bung forth the royal diadem
And ciown Him lord ofall.”

Rome has fallen and in her downfall Thear
the voics of her atheist Emperor coufess —
**‘Thou Galilean, thou hast conquered.” Thuy
did tho Gospel of Christ conquer Rome, for it
was tho power of God.

Hore is thosceret of the progress and power
of Christianity. The Coxjeel is not tho power
of man but of God.

JEsts Cnuisr 1s Diving,

Many novelists of the Eresont day, and
othersas well, wou'd have us believe otherwiso,
—that tho }m\m of Chiistianity in the world
is due merely to the beantiful story of Christ's
lifo and tragic martyr’s death. Thess would have us believe that whilo
Christ was a gocd and perfeet man, yet he was merely a man.  {{ow
flimsy and insufficiont the argument! Did not Socrates also div a
martyr's death,amartyr to - .th, yet where i the power of the Socratie
teaching as compared with the words of Him who spoke tho Sermon
on the Mount ? ~ Thero is one trenchant point of difference betwern
Christ and overy other wartyr to truth,—it is that Clsist is Divine.

Is Christ divine ! Divine—"Tho Old Testamont makes answer hold-
ing up to tho gace a portrait of tho Messiah before Ho appeared, 5o like
Huin that it was said by those who sought Him ¢* wo havoe found the
Messiah which is the Christ.” Divine —The New Testament replics .
¢ That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which wo
have seon with onr oyes, which we have looked upon and our hands
havo handled of tho word of lifo. ‘That which wo have scen and heard
doclars wo uuto you.”  Dredne —=The chureh of God declaresas for nine-
teen hundred years by her apologists, and councils, and martyrs sho has
Jealous)y gusrded this sacred truth,  Divine—Science replies, for thero
15 no other explanation of the lifo of Christ on earth. Divine~Common
senso replies, lor otherwise what is Christiun faith but mockery, Christ.
iau inspiration an imposture, Cliristian sclfsacritico vainl  Not Divine
~—Then destroy all tho churches and cathedrals of Christondom, they
indicate a lie. Not Divine—Sweep out of existonce the paintings
of Riphuel and Hoflman and Leonardo di Vinico, they perpetuatv a hie,
Not Divine --Then banish to the regions of datkness the sweet strains
of Mozart, Becthoven, Handol, anl Meudelssohn, their suggestion a
baso subterfuge.  Not Livine~Then let thoe last ray of comforing
hope bo snatched from the gaze of the dying saint.

The Christian’s hopo and comfort is gone
Come darkuess, come despair.

It cannot be.
¥rqus is Divine.
"Then read on.

Tho Gospol of Christ is the power of God becanse

Learn what this teans.  The Gospel of Christ ix

Rev. J. Areriparp Mortsoy, BUA.

X prace, 1o hicaven.

, Believe in Christ.  Rosist not the Holy
Spirit who now would liave you deelare T am
nor ashamed of the Guspel of Christ.”  Why
should you bo ashamed /¥ Paul wasnot. He
88w 1t 1t the maghtiest power in the universe
duccted towards the niost beneficient end.
Even the cternal salvation of every one that
believeth.  Let it but thus appeal to you,
transform you, control your will, consccrate
your life, with Paul declare

¢ Tam not ashamed to own my Loid
Or to defend His cause,
Maimntain thoe glory of His cross
Aud honor all His laws,

“ Then will Hoown His servaut’s name
Belore His Father's face,
And in the New Jerusalem
Appoint my soul a place.”

SHONT SKETCH OF THE PREACHER.

This week's preacher, Rev. J. Archie Mori-
son, B.A., owes no sinall debt to the manse
for his early training. Deprived by death of
a mother's love and influence, hio was fortun.
ate in being sent, at an carly age, to his
uncle’s family at Ormistown, Presbytery of
Montreal, of which his uncle, Rev, D. W,
Morison, was the pastor. Hero he fonud a
homo, and_inspiration for his studies. After 8 season spent in the
common school, ho was sent to Huntingdon Academy, and thero pro-
pared for MeGill University, reading the clasvies with his uncle. ~ At
the univeraty ho was very suecessful, taking his degree with flying
colonrs, He studied theology at the Presbyterian College, Montreal,
afterwards taking a post.graduate conrso in’ Edinburgh. "While still
a student he did oxcollent mission work in the Norfh-\\'cst. in Cal-
gary and Alexander. At the latter place he was largely instrumontal
in having a church ercoted,

During his stay in the old coantry he preached in Edinburgh,
Glasgow and London for his kinsman, Rev. Dr. Edmond. Sinco his
scttloment at Listowel his work has been prospering very satisfactorily,
and being a young minister of energy his future is fall of promise.

Tug old Jowish altar was the centro of the nationasl worship, and
as such it was carefully guarded from profanation, both priest and
peoplo being equally concerned in its sanctity. Tho history of the
templo altar s the history of the Israelites themselves, Were tho
altar fires kept brightly buraing s Then depend upon it the tilre of
national picty was at its flood, and all was well with the people, Was
tho altar brolien down and covered with therns and thistles ! Then
look for 1dolitary to flotrish, the people divided, spiritless and aprey
to their enomies.  What the sltar service way to the Jewish Church of
old, that iy the pulpit to tho Protestant Church of to-day. It focuses
all the rays of spiritual light in the congregation, and sends them forth
azain in fiving lames of divine power. The pulpit, even more than
the prayer-mcecting, i3 the thermometer of the rehigions hifo of the
Church.” Theio iy somcthing about a gonuine religious servico that
trascends intelectual worth and esthetic enltare, which wo call
apiritual power and unction, which saint and sinaer aliko recognize
and miss whon it is absent. A successful religions service is unlike
any cther kiud of mecting ; the singing, however excellent, is not for
artistic but for dovotional purposes, the speaking is nover to anuse,
often to mstruct, and always to edify.  Rev, Joseph F. Flint.




