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We arc stili in hope te be able by the mentih of the amount raised for ail purposes during the year
April te bc able to reduc2 the amnount of debt held wvas4about $1,300. One of the niost pleasing features
on mortgage by $i,ooo. It is well known te the of the meeting was the address frein the pastor, Mr.
readers of THE INDEPENDENT how feeble the church J. W. Pedley, in which hie expresseil himself as high-
in Sarnia has become,both nunericallyand fi-ancially. ly pleased with the uniformi kindness and ce-epera-
lndeed, by sorte it hias been deerned Ila forlorn tion wvith which biis labours ini our midst have been
hiope," and one brother cf experienc:e who spent a! received, and the cburch expressed its appreciation
iionth wvith the church last autumn, and who assisted of those labours in the tangible way of raising his
in my introduction te this field, wrote mie to the effect sal;iry $ oo. The mneetng was cha.racterized throug-h-
that *,if I succeeded in building up the cause in Sar- out by the utmnost harmony and unanimity, and 'the
nia, 1 %vould deserve the thanks of the denomînatîon.'Y people separated afrer partaking of an excellent tea,

, lhis 1 do not desire, and shali net therefore antici- happy and thankful for past niercies, and very hope-
pate, but for the information of my many friends <fui for the future success of the church.-Com.
aînong your readers, 1 may say, after four monthis HowicK NINT11, WRoxrEFz-On New Year's
et ea irnest labour, during which 1 have been pleased Day the residence cf the Rev. M. J. Totten, at
to wvitness the growîng affection cf the people, the Wroxeter, was visited by about thirty cf the friends
slowt but steady increase cf the congregation, the ianri supporters cf the Congiegational Cbiurcb, Howiclc,

veryencuraingattndace o th Sabat scoolninth concession, when a pleasant evening was spent,
and prayer meetings, I have at length accepted the and "a substantial presenit cf some seven sacks cf
uinaniimous call cf the cburch to the pastorate given wheat, two sacizs of cats, together with other valuable
mie about a month ago. There are two ways in ediibles," wert presented with an address expressing
%vhich mny friends may hielp me in this very ardueus confidence and esteem. This is the second occasion
undertaking. First, and best cf ai, by their earneSt cf such a visit within the pasi. fewv weeks.
praye rs te God on my bebaîf, and second, by their, Kzrso~FiRsIX.--The annual meeting of thîs

promising aid to our heavyý churchdeta epr-cucî was lielcî on tbe 9th tit., at whichi there wvas a
tuinity to cellect at a convenient time ; a church social'
held for our church benefit ; an opportunity te lec- large attendance. After tea in the parleur, the comn-

pany ;ýssemibled in the haIl The chair was taken by
turc on some interesting thene on behalf cf the cause.,teRv .N akoMDwo fe pnn h

We wuldniot gadlyrecpreatewerethedisanc meeting with singing and prayer, dehivered is an-
not tee far away. With graieful remembrance cf yeur
own kindness and that of your family wlien îast your nu reot'ncu > rges.Tî,h ad athe tenth anîîivers-ary cf biis pastorate amongst them.
guest in Toronto, 1 remain, 'Mr. £diter, yeurs Very; Since bis assuming the pastorate, every pastor who
truly, Fb ~ROBERT K. B3LACK. 'vas then in charge cf a church in this city, hiad, with

Sarnia,___ -erur -2 86 one exception gone, somne te the better country, and
others te other sphieres of usefulnêss. The changes

.Iiews of the 49fhurches.

GEORGETOWN.-The annual meeting cf the Con-
gregational Cburcb in Georgetown was beld in the
school rcom, on FebruarY 3, wben it was sbown that
the past year bias been one cf the most presperelus in
the history of the church. The cengregations have
been steadily increasing and a greater interest bias
beenl manifested in ail the meetings. This lias been
the case in a very marked degree in cennectien wvith'
the weekly prayer meetings. During the yeartwelveý
namnes were added te the mernbersbip. At the an-
nual meeting in 1886, there was a newv plan adopted
in the fieancial managemnent of the churcb, wvbich bias*
given great satisfaction, the reports cf the ti-easurers
cf the différent departments almeost invariably showv-
ing9 a surplus, and when all dernands were settled, a
handsoine surplus wvas on hand te be divided amiong
those institutions that are dependent on the churches.
Dur ing the year the church building had been painted
andl otberwise improved at an expeiàse cf ever $2oo;

in thie church hiave been equatlyn marked. The condi-
tion cf the church during the past year bias been on<e
cf barmony and prosperity. There had been more
accessions than removals, and the numiber cf ad-
herents had neyer been se large as now. The atten-
dance upen the services cf the sanctuary, especially in
the merning, bad been excellent. The %week night
devotional meetings had been well sustained, and had
proved a blessing te -nany. During the latter part cf
the year, they were ail delighted at the return cf Nîr.
Tlios. Hendry, after a prolenged absence in Southiern
California. One cf the results cf bis return had been
the organizatien cf the young people cf the congrega-
tien into a Society cf Christian E.ndeavour, with a
devotional meeting beld eacb Sunday morning'-1, and a
literary meeting- each fortnighrt. Nfuch benefit,
socially, intellect ually and spiritually had been derived
frei this scciety. At the last annual meeting, they
had kindly veted te give him (Dr. Jaekson} leave
cf absence te visit Great Britain, but being taken sick
in Marcli, hie had availed biniselfeof agenerous invita-


