
TRANS-ATLANTIO RETIOSPEOT. 269

reli*ion , and tho prefessors of religion, are equal. So far the civil power does
net desýtroy, does not in the slighte8t dcgreo impair any xnanys civil rigbt under a
religious protenco. An Engblîl Nonconformist dees net lind hiniseif brouglit
face te face 'witb this great fâct without a painful remembranceoef the doep social
wreng te whicbi bis conscience subjects hum in bis own country. Bat were this
wrong annihilated, wo might still ho somo way from paradîse. Ono would sup-
pose, that wliere the civil power hears iviti ail the difforonces of religiouF. comnin-
ities as it dees in the United States, the communities thoinsolves would lcara te
bear with ecd ether. Blut unfortunately this dos net follow. Whero State
pref'erences arF, witbdrawn. the most will ho made of occlesiastical preferenees.
If 1 cannot ho teld that I sbeuld go te a particular cburch becau8o it i the State
Churcli, I shail be very sure te ho told that 1 ougbt te go there hecauso it ia the
enly true Churcli. Ail opinion centrary te the opinion of the pr-2tizan is errer,
ail errer coec from, soma bad quality in the man whe erra, and wbat more fittîng
than tliat bad naines should ho given te had mon? The rai i'nae of ail persecu-
cutien lies there. Ilence the Catholie of Now York la feund te ho as exclusive
as the Catholie of Vionna; and niany of the Episcepal clergy in that cîty are as
big-hrnindcd, in the ecclesiastical sonse, as the sanie clasa of men in Canterbury.
1 saw eneugh when ini the United States te enable me te understand how plea-
saut a tliing it might ho te a rabid Presbyterian te diseharge vitriol at a Congre-
gaItienalist; and I suppose there are Congregatienaiats wbe, knew how te deal
with sucb amiable pelemics aftcr thoir own maner. We want tho American
liberty, ail of it, and sornetbîgmoe Political persecution is dying a lingering
death. J'le death of social pescuin will ho more lingering stili.

SMORT PASTORATES.
I have been nassuréd that in some of the Congregatienal churebes of the

United States, there bas heen net long since a deep and steady mnovement of beart
towards a religions lîfe. Wbere this state of things has been reported, 1 bave
ni doubt that t hbappened ; but I regret te say, the general condition of the
churches of tbis order in New £ngland dees net appear te ho hy any means,
satisfactory. Time was, it secins, in those States when tho cennectien formoed
betweon a paster and bis parîsb, or congre atinasradeasacnein
for lueé, and wben it often lasted so long. But a great change in this respect bas
heen at work for soine wbile past. Net enly bas this cennection corne te bo cern-
nionly of a very short duratien, but a large nuinher ef cburebes seem, te bave
learnt that it is hast te aveid electing a paster at all, pref'erring te engag1fe minis-
tors for a longer or sherter turne simaply as preaehers. In the Bosion Reco)rder, a
littie before tho meeting of the Ceuneil in that eity, a well-informed correspon-
dent ealled attention te tbe following facta toucbing the state of Congregation-
alis in 'l( stha teB cf New xlad-

l I 1863, there were reported in these State3i 1,424 ehurehes. 0f these
churches 730 were supplied with pastors ; 469 with stated preachers ; and 2295
were Vacant.

Il' There were aise 1,580 ministers reported in the statisties. 0f these 738
wore pastors, 429 stated supplies, and 413 umiemployed either as pasteorg or stated

IlIn the foleowing extract, the case is presented Btill more deflnitely,-
«IlNearly baif of the Congregational eburches ini New England are either

suppiied by stated preachers, or are vacant; while we bave an excess of unsettled
alinisters over the pasters of ene bundrod and four. In two, of the States, Maine
and Vermont, tiiero are more statod supplies than settled ministers. The
churches in the several States are supplied thus -

Maine.. ............. 71 with pasters, 121 with stated supplies.
N. ilanipsbire........ 82 "9 £ 64 d
Yermont.............. 71 4 9 84 ci
Massachusetts....319 11 ci 113 t
Rihode Island...... . 13 46 " 7 44

Connecticut......... 174 ci 4 80 4


