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oul the grotund of cornînon utility and thoir coinforinability to bue
requirements of the case.

In Romne, namely, it wvas proposed that the Longitudes departing
from the custom observed, should bo nuînbored around the whole
earbli frorn Wes to East, tund this proposition was there acceptod
witliout further discussion; 80 that nothing defliiite is knowvn con-
cerning the reasons on which this resolution was fouiided. Iii Waslh-
igton, on the other hand, this question Wvas fully discussed. Tt was

there expressly and forcibly urged that the resolution adopted at
Romie was frmuglit with. iniscliief for Cartography, that a departure
froin the nuinbering iii use :± 1800 fromi the Initial M'%eridiain, ini ne
way offered any scientific advantagc, and that the nuibcring of
Longitude te 360'-the 24 ijours of the ultimately asked-for change
of Civie Time into proposed Universal Tinie-fromi want of practice,
would cause great dificulties and complications. It resulted accord-
ingly that the maintenance of the systemi in use, found no special
effective opposition from any side.

It was different with regard to the question whether Universel
Time should commence with Greenwvich, miid-day or mid-night. This

rquestion in Rome, as in Waslhington, wvas diseussed in detail. At
Borne tho preference, was given to, mid-day, as*thiereb)y the intevests
of ast,.onomers and navigators were especially brouglit into promin-
once. At Washingtoni, on the other hand, the seamen who, were
present at the Congress maintained thl. the ilew principle wvas of' ne
actual importance for men of tijeir calling, a view which ivas heold
also by the Russiani naval men.

lIt was aise mentioned that already ini the United States Marine it
was a conimon practice as in ordinary civie life to count the com-
mencement of the day from midnight. Consequently the argument
came with greater wveight in the Washington Congress that the trans-
lation of the commencement of the Ui-ý.versal Day to Greenwich mid-
day would cause considerable distur banco te Trade and * Commerce in
the moat populous territories of the wverld; while at these places dur-
ing thoi most important business hours, in the period approaching Mid-
day, a double set of dates must comne into use. lIn the presence of an
argument of this character, the interests of the astronomer, which
alone miust suifer froin the determnination mnust naturally ho placed in
the background. Se, as above remarked, the resolution te take mid-
night at Greenwich as the commencent of the (Jniversal Day was
carried by a two-thirds majority, 7 countries abstaining frein voting,
2 voting negatively.

During the discussions on the Universal day an oppertunity was
given to Mr. Sandford Fleming te submit bis generally well-known
opinions as3 to the forin in which, the cemmon acceptance of Universal
Turne can take the place of the ord-inary time aifecting civil life wlîich
in oaci particular place deponds on the rising and setting of the sun.


