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and finally dcvastated by thc tyranny of MIvaxentius. Parents were imn-
pelled by poverty to seli their infants or to dlestroy theni.

Constantine the Great wvas the first Christian emperor. I-e wvas pro-
clairned at XYork, A.D. 306. He defeated Maxentius at the Milvian
liridge, and thus acquired the control of Italy i 312, and his conversion
dates from this time. The edict of Milan, granting toleration to the
Chiristians %\ds issued in 3 î- H is character hias been the subject of
much difference of opinion. By one class of writers hie lias been
represented as a sanguinary hypocrite, staîned ivith, the %Vorst crimes, and
only at the point of deathi becoming a member of the churchi hy baptism,
s0 as to make the best of both, worlds. Others spea'k of him in terrns of
adulation. In truth hie had a difficult part to play. The greater nuniber
of his subjects must have been Pagacns. To have forced lis owvn belief
on thiemmightlhave led to rebellion. Itw~as the part of aw~ise statesman
to hasten slowly, and not by undue precipitance to enibitter the mnajority
of his subjects, but to modîfy by degrees the defects in their manners and
customs. He ivas also probably îlot entirely free himself frorn the preju-
dices of early education. But the best evidence of his character is to be
fouind in lh;s lawvs, and these formi a lasting monument to his fame.

Three years after defeating Maxentius lie enacted a law~, and amended
it sever. years later, (315-322), with 4Lc viko:eerngprnsfo
dcstroying thieir offsprirnga. It authorized poor parents, suffering for
want of food and clothing, and utiable throughi poverty to rear their
children, to procure food and clothing and necessaries from the public
funds and from the private fortune of tic Eînperor without distinction.
Enabled thus to escape the sufferings of extreme poverty, they ighylt
gratify parental affection by keeping their children at home xvithout the
hiazard of seeing theni die of hiunger. This lav as w~el1 as several othiers
proniulgated the same year, are usually supposed to have been suggested
by Lactantius, a christian of great eminence for his learnîng and elo-
quence, and then the tutor of Crispus the son of the Emperor.

A custom prevailed extensively in Constantine's time of exposingz:
killingslig and pledging newo bornl infants, and wvitli the viewv of
protecting them, if their father chose to exercise his paternal, power, and
îlot to seek the assistance lie might obtain for the support of his
chiildrc-n under the provisions of the constitution Of 315, Constantine in
3118 enacted that he who killed a parent or a son should be guilty of
parricide. This put an end to any legal exercise of the most odious
part of the paternal authority. A parent could no longer dlaim the righit
to avenge his wounded affections or hoîîor by the infliction of the last
punishment on an offending son or relative under his poiver. And a
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