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are, therefore, qualified to compete in wanufacturing or any
other pumsuit with any country and without any protection,

With respect to the lirst proposition, conatant reference is
made to the fact that Free Trade England is the Queen of
Commerce, especiully foreign commerce, and it is argued that
she has attained to and maintains this position through the
sdoption and continuance of its Free Lrade policy. While
sdwitting the preeminence of England in this respect, and
while as sincorely desirous as any free teader ean be that the
mother country may long retain its supreacy, the Manu-
fucturer believes that this supremncy can only be preserved
by & reversal or, at any rate, by u considerable modification
of its preseat trade policy. It is not suflicient for the vindica-
tion of Free Tride ta show that England still enjoys the
largest foreign commerve of auy country in the world, but. it
iy necessary to show that this commerce is increasing in as
rapid proportion as i the forcign trade of competing countries
where the policy of protection is in operation. Inillustation
of this point the following comparisons -are taken from page
CIV. of the Commerce and Nuvigation of the United Stutes
for 1892 :—
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Tt is seen that the uverage increased per centage in the
United Kingdom and France was about the same ; ax cow-
pated with Germany the aggregate average yearly increase
was about the sawe, but the per centage of increase in the
TCrited Kingdom was only 6.50, as compared with 10.29 iy
Germany ; in the case of the United States the aggregate
incroase was about J0 per cent. greater than in the United
Kingdow, and the pereentage of increase was over four tiwes
larger in the former than in the latter; in the case of Sprin
the percentage of increase was eight times greater than that
of Great Beitain,  The population of the United Kingdow. in
1850.81 was 34,783,000 ; in 1890.91, 37,795,000 ; the increaye
heing &G4 per cent., as campaved with 6.50 per cent. increase
in forvign commercr, showing that the Iatter did not incresse
inas large proportion as the former. Does this afford any
convincing evidence of the vivtue of its Froe Trude pulicy?
As againat this small and unsatisfactory increase in the ten
years' forviign cominerce of the United Kingdom there is the
weighty offact. of the alarming depreciation in the. annual
wlue of its grain, animal and other farm products cansed by
ite Free Trade policy. Strongly imbued with Free Trade
dictrines an the great majority of the prople of England linve
beens, stubibiorn facts are rapidly undermiining thia faith, and

in wany nnd yuite unexpected quareers, agitation has sprung
np in favor of a thorough investigation of the present position
under which Euglsud admiws 10 its markets, duty free, the
merchandise of countries which are every yenr placing greater
duties and vestrictions on the imports of English gouds,
Henee, has arisen the increasing popularity of the sentiment
of Twperial unity and preferentinl trado with all British
Colonies,

Coming home to the forcign commerce of Canada, it will be
found that the theory of the free trudersis thoroughly refated.
So fur from the policy of protection having proved an impedi-
mnent to this branch of our trade, it has proved a wighty
stimulus, The Trade and Nuvigation Returns show thut tha
averpge annual value of the exports and imports of the
Dominion during the five protection years 1889.90 to 1894.95,
over that of the live yearx of revenue tarif, 187475 to
1878-79, increased 33.85 per cent.; and thix in the face of the
enormous expansion in home manufactures. Every new or
extending industes creates a demand for forcign goods, and
ady to tha quantity and vilue of our exports.

A kindred fallacy to that with respect to foreign commerce
is the theory that high duties are destructive to the revenunc
from customs.  1Jere again the Tr e and Navigation tables
completely vefute  this contention. The average annual
revenue from customs duties during the five years of revenve
taritf] 1874-75 to 1878.79, wax a little cver 213,300,000 ;
during the five yours of protective tariff ending 1891.95, the
average was nearty 320,500,000.

With respect to the socond proposition that protection
-neceasarily iniposes high prices on consumers.  The Trade and
Navigation Returns, for the year ending June 306, 1895, show
that the Dominion imported during that year of manufactured

goodn -~
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In metals of x!l kinds aud manufactures therefrom, gon.
eral hardware, uils, manufactures of woud, miscellancous
srticles other than fancy dey goode, guttn perchs, rubber and
lentlier goods, books and stationery, druge, dyes and chemicals,
we imported much inure largely from protective United States
than from frec trade Great Britain.  In many of these clasaes
nearly the whole of our imports came from Great Britain only
a few years ago. Taking price and quality together it is
evident that in the above articles Canadian buyers obtained
hetier value in the protoctionist country than they could in
the free teade onve. ' What then becomes of the contention
that protection means dear gooda?  The following statements
with rcference to the iron teade of the United States and
Great Britain illustrate what protection may accotuplish, both
a8 to expansion of trade and prices of products. The state-
wents are taken from The Manufacturer, published in Phila-
delphia.

Last woek, in the columns of this journal, we showed liow
the United States, a few years ago far behind Great Britain
a3 a producer of pig-iron, has now overtaken that country,
and boecome the foremost among the nations manufacturing
that article.  The figures which repronent tie forward move-
ment of this mm as 3 producer of stev] are equally reinark.
able. England had a long lead at the beginning of the race,
bat by 1885 the production of Bessemcr ingots was piopor

3 between the two cunntries as follows - —



